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Matthew 7

13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide

is the gate and broad is the road that
leads to destruction, and many enter
through it. ¥ But small is the gate and

narrow the road that leads to life, and only

a few find it.

15 “Watch out for false prophets. They
come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly they are ferocious wolves. ¢ By
their fruit you will recognize them. Do
people pick grapes from thornbushes, or
figs from thistles? 7 Likewise, every good
tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears
bad fruit.

18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and
a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 1 Every
tree that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire. 22 Thus, by
their fruit you will recognize them.

21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord,
Lord, will enter the kingdom of heaven,
but only the one who does the will of my
Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say
to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not
prophesy in your name and in your name
drive out demons and in your name
perform many miracles?’23Then | will tell
them plainly, ‘| never knew you. Away
from me, you evildoers!’
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answ@ed.m the way and the truth and fhe life.

o0 one comes to the Father except through me.”

7 NOTEVERYONE
WHO SAYS TO ME,

LORD, LORD,
WL ENTER

BUT ONLY THE ONE WHO DOES
THE WILL OF MY FATHER
WHOIS INHEAVEN.

HEAVEN

 THEKINGDOM OF HEAVEN

NOTHING IMPURE WILL
EVER ENTER IT, NOR WILL
ANYONE WHO DOES WHAT

IS SHAMEFUL OR

DECEITFUL, BUT ONLY

THOSE WHOSE NAMES

ARE WRITTEN IN THE

LAMB'S BOOK OF LIFE.
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1. What the Bible says
about Heaven

“I go to prepare
a place for you”

— John 14:3

Heaven is the glorious

dwelling place of God




He will

IPE EVERY TEAR
What the Bible says e

about Heaven There wililbe

24 NO MORE DEATH’
OR MOURNING
OR CRYING OR PAIN,

1 (b) Heaven iS a ", ;"’ 'A : for t}tlﬁlglg(;(l)l;(ler of 'g
place without the S | ’E P*“‘SSEDAL“WAY
presence of sin.




1 (c) Heaven is a place of unimaginable glory
Revelation 21 and 22

The glory of God shines

- Adorned with jasper, precious stones,
pure gold, and crystal.

- The tree of life is there.

- The throne of God and of the Lamb

- Beautiful, Majestic, Purity, Glorious.

- Most astonishing statement comes in
Revelation 22:4.

"They will see his face."
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Not everyone who says to Me, “Lord, Lord,”

shall enter the
kingdom of heaven,
,+

but he who does the will

of My Father in heaven..

JV(ary will say to Me in that day,
“Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your

name, and done many wonders in Your name?

And then I will declare to them,

“I never knew you;
depart from Me,

you who practice lawlessness!”

Matthew 7:21-23 NKJV

2. Who will be there in Heaven?

“..only the one who does the will of my
Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 7:21) will
enter heaven.

They are the ones who truly belong to Christ.

(a) They enter through the narrow gate.

Jesus warned: "Enter through the narrow
gate... small is the gate and narrow the road

that leads to life, and only a few find it.”
(Matthew 7:13-14)




(i) Because many
choose the broad
way.

(i1) Although they know
about Christ, they
don’t follow Him
faithfully.

“..only the one who
does the will of my
Father whois in
heaven” (Matthew 7:21)
will enter heaven.

»  NOT EVERYONE
WHO SAYS TO ME,

'LORD, LORD,’
WILL ENTER

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, o4
BUT ONLY THE ONE WHO DOES '

THE WILL OF MY FATHER
WHO IS INHEAVEN.




The life of judas is
a warning that:

You can hear truth and not obey it.

You can be near holy things and still remain
unchanged. You can look like a disciple and
still resist surrender. It is possible to appear
Jaithful outwardly, while inwardly resisting the
very truth that could save you.

He was not lost because he was far from
Jesus, but because he would not fully give his
heart to Him.
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LESSONS FROM

JUDAS ISCARIOT

He walked with Jesus — but
chose silver over salvation.

1. DON'T TRADE
PURPOSE FOR PROFIT

He sold destiny for a moment of gain.
1 Tim. 6:10

2. PROXIMITY ISN'T
RELATIONSHIP

Close to Jesus, but far from truth,
Matt. 15.8

3. REGRET # REPENTANCE

Tears don’t mean turning.
2 Cor.7.10

4. CHOICES LEAVE A MARK

One betrayal echoed forever. nNum.32:23



“NOT EVERYONE WHO SAYS TO ME, ‘LORD, LORD,’
WILL ENTER THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, BUT ONLY THE
ONE WHO DOES THE WILL OF MY FATHER WHO IS IN
HEAVEN. MANY WILL SAY TO ME ON THAT DAY,
‘LORD, LORD, DID WE NOT PROPHESY IN YOUR NAME
AND IN YOUR NAME DRIVE OUT DEMONS AND IN YOUR
NAME PERFORM MANY MIRACLES?’ THEN | WILL TELL

THEM PLAINLY, ‘| NEVER KNEW YOU. AWAY FROM ME,

YOU EVILDOERSY

MATTHEW 7:21-23

T

u

By “evildoers,” Jesus
refers to those who
are lawless -
without the law of
Christ.

- Their profession of
faith was external,
but their hearts
remained
unchanged.

10



"Or do you not know that
wrongdoers will not inherit the
kingdom of God? Do not be
deceived: Neither the sexually
Immoral nor idolaters nor
adulterers nor men who have sex

with men, nor thieves nor the
greedy nor drunkards nor

slanderers nor swindlers will

Inherit the kingdom of God.*

(1 Corinthians 6:9-10)

John writes:

"Nothing impure will
ever enter it, nor will
anyone who does
what is shameful or
deceitful, but only
those whose names
are written in the
Lamb's book of life."
(Revelation 21:27)
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3. How can | be sure | am going to Heaven?

R - e
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® HOW OUGHT WE
TO LIVE? ‘s

“But the day of the Lord will come
as a thief in the night; in the which
2 the heavens shall pass away with
W a great noise, and the elements shall
" melt with fervent heat, the earth also
; and the works that are therein
shall be burned up.

As Paul writes: “But
Therefore, my brothers and now that you have
sisters, make every effort to been set free from
confirm your calling and sin and have

election. For if you do these become slaves of
things, you will never stumble,

and you will receive a rich
welcome into the eternal
kingdom of our Lord and

God, the benefit
you reap leads to
holiness, and the

Savior Jesus Christ. result is eternal

life.”
2 Peter 1:10-11 (Romans 6:22)

Seeing then that all these things
shall be dissolved, what manner
R of persons ought ye to be in all

;;ﬁ-‘ ,'fv. ~ holy conversation and godliness,”
i e,

=, NN 2 Peter 3:10-11 (KJV)
N




3(a) (i) Am | trusting Christ alone for salvation?

Faith in Christ

Our confidence must rest You are NO'I
entirely upon Jesus Christ and saved by
His finished work on the cross. | < Goingtochurch’

¢ Obeying the Ten Commzm f

e Water baptism = ’;*5}
e I I I » Confessing your sins to fh‘é’? Lord

Saving fglth rests.en.tlr.ely e s ;‘,’i

upon Christ and His finished - Being a good person ¢
work. You ARE saved by
“Foritis by grace you have been « Believing that Jesus died for
saved, through faith. And this is not ‘qO}l‘l‘n*;;St }‘::fh‘?f;g:;a“d TOSE
from yourselves, it is the gift of God, (1 Corinthiaris 15:1:4) .
not by works, so that no one can s T
boast.” Thisis theV\ﬁ

(Ephesians 2:8-9)




(i) Has my heart been changed so that | love Christ?

0.R.N.'A.G.A.LN.

) THEME: WHAT IT MEANS TO BE BORN AGAIN

“Except a man be born again,
u he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
John 3:3 (KJV)

‘ BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST
John 3:16 (KJV) - “For God so loved the world, that he
\\_/ gave his only begotten Son...” i
J ol
[E_l OBEY GOD’S WORD

John 14:15 (KJV) - “If ye love me, keep

my commandments.”

A\ 4
REPENT OF SIN
v Acts 3:19 (KJV) - “Repent ye therefore, and be

converted, that your sins may be blotted out...”

NEW LIFE IN CHRIST
‘\ 2 Corinthians 5:17 (KJV) - “Therefore if any
\_/ man be in Christ, he is a new creature...”

ACCEPT GOD’S GIFT OF SALVATION
A J Ephesians 2:8-9 (KJV) - “For by grace are ye saved through

faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God..."

GROW IN GRACE
\ \/ 2 Peter 3:18 (KJV) - “But grow in grace, and in the

knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

ABIDE IN CHRIST

John 15:5 (KJV) - “He that abideth in me, and
lin him, the same bringeth forth much fruit.”

IMITATE CHRIST
\ 1 Peter 2:21 (KJV) - “ Christ also suffered for us,

~ leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps.”

NEVER TURN BACK
\ ‘/ Luke 9:62 (KJV) - “No man, having put his hand to the

plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God. "

o —
; CONCLUSION ; s Being born again, not of
Being born again is more than a religious experience— corruptible seed, but of
it is a spiritual transformation through faith in Jesus Christ. ; ; &

When we believe in Him, repent of our sins, and receive His incorruptible, by the

gift of salvation, God gives us a new life. As born-again word of God...”

believers, we should grow in grace, abide in Christ, follow M 1 Peter 1:23(K)V) 39
His example, and remain faithful until the end. \

 Ieac e

Love for Christ

- Do | increasingly treasure
Christ above the things of
this world. (Psalm 73:25)

- Does my love for Christ
show itself in my desire to
obey Him.

"If you love me, keep my
commands.” (John 14:15)
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ii) Is God’s grace producing a changed life in me?

A Transformed life in Christ
A transformed life gives So ask yourself:

evidence of salvation.

* Amlgrowingin

"For we are God's handiwork, repentance?
created in Christ Jesus to do * Amlbecoming more
good works." (Ephesians 2:10) obedient to Christ?
* Dollove God's people?
- As the Holy Spirit works e Do ldesire to live a life that
within us, we increasingly pleases God?
display repentance,
obedience, love, and These are encouraging signs that

spiritual growth. God's grace is at work in your life.
15



Three Evidences of genuine faith:

 Faith in Christ

 Love for Christ = Obedience to
Christ

 Atransformed life.

Where these evidences are
present, believers can find
assurance that they belong to
Christ.

True believers keep walking
until the end

True believers are those who
persevere in faith.

They continue walking with
Him until the end.

True believers do not abandon
Christ

16



3 (b) Do | persevere as a citizen of Heaven?
 Saving faith is not merely a past decision.

* [tis anongoing covenant relationship with Christ.
- Paul describes the mindset of those who persevere as a citizen

of heaven in Philippians 3:17-21

17 Join together in following my shame. Their mind is set on earthly
example, brothers and sisters, and things.

just as you have us as a model, keep 20 But our citizenship is in heaven.
your eyes on those who live as we do. And we eagerly await a Savior from
18 For, as | have often told you before there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21

and now tell you again even with who, by the power that enables him
tears, many live as enemies of the to bring everything under his

cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is control, will transform our lowly
destruction, their god is their bodies so that they will be like his
stomach, and their glory is in their glorious body.




3 Distinct Orientation Markers

Citizenship in Heaven

Imitate those who follow godly egs
(Phil. 3:17)

Show allegiance to heavenly
citizenship by your appetites (Phil.
3:18-20)

Anticipate ultimate transformation
when Christ returns (Phil. 3:21)

How This Confirms My Hope of Heaven

My pattern of life is to follow godly
examples

My appetites (stomach) and pride (glory)
to focus on Jesus

My hope in life is hooked on His eternal
perspective.
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Revelation 22

124 ook, | am coming soon! My
reward is with me, and | will give to
each person according to what they
have done.

13| am the Alpha and the Omega,
the First and the Last, the Beginning
and the End.

14 “Blessed are those who wash their
robes, that they may have the right
to the tree of life and may go
through the gates into the city.

15 Qutside are the dogs, those who
practice magic arts, the sexually
immoral, the murderers, the
idolaters and everyone who loves
and practices falsehood.

16 “| 'Jesus, have sent my angel to
give youlal this testimony for the
churches. | am the Root and the
Offspring of David, and the bright
Morning Star.”

17The Spirit and the bride say,
“Come!” And let the one who hears
say, “Come!” Let the one who is
thirsty come; and let the one who

wishes take the free gift of the water
of life.

20 He who testifies to these things
says, “Yes, | am coming soon.”

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

21The grace of the Lord Jesus be
with God’s people. Amen.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2022&version=NIV#fen-NIV-31098a

Application

The question is not merely: "Did | once make a profession of faith?"
The deeper question is: "Am | continuing to trust Christ, obey Christ,
and follow Christ today?"

(1) Am | persevering as a citizen of Heaven? Check the following boxes
v/

| imitate those with godly examples (Phi. 3:17)

My appetites not dictated by early focus (Phil 3:18-20)

My identity, lifestyle& values are transformed now as | focus on
Jesus’return. (Phil 3:21)

(2) Pray over each other:

- "Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and
crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way." (Philippians 4:1)

- Stand firm in Christ. Live as citizens of heaven. Persevere faithfullyz%ntil He
comes.
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