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Blessings – from Adversity to Prosperity

Nehemiah 9:19-20

“Because of your great compassion you did not 
abandon them in the wilderness. 

By day the pillar of cloud did not fail to guide 
them on their path, nor the pillar of fire by night 

to shine on the way they were to take. 
You gave your good Spirit to instruct them. 

You did not withhold your manna from their 
mouths, and you gave them water for their thirst.
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Creation

Unfolding God’s plan of redemption

Forming a CovenantPreparing a People

The Holy Spirit is active throughout the Old Testament 
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Holy Spirit 
is 

God



5

Holy Spirit 
is a 

Person
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The Holy Spirit is Active 
throughout the Old 

Testament



Spirit’s Life-Giving Presence 



The Spirit’s Protecting Presence



The Spirit’s Protecting Presence
around 1450-1400 BC (Exodus)

Bezalel – The Spirit-filled craftsman 

of the tabernacle

Leads Empowers



The Spirit’s Empowering Presence in Crisis
1400-1050 BC (Judges Period)

Gideon Samson



The Spirit’s Preserving Presence
      Early Kings Period  (around 1000 BC)

Saul David



The Spirit’s Preserving Presence
      Divided Kingdom and Exile (930 – 538 BC)

Northen Kingdom (Israel)

Prophets:
Elijah
Elisha
Amos
Hosea



The Spirit’s Preserving Presence
      Divided Kingdom and Exile (930 – 538 BC)

Southern 
Kingdom 

(Judah)

Prophets:
Isaiah
Micah

Jeremiah
Ezekiel



Promise – The Spirit points forward to  

    the New Covenant



The Holy Spirit’s fulfilment of God’s 
Redemption Plan



God uses symbols to help us 
understand the work of the Holy Spirit

FireOil

Dove

Breadth
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Life-Giving

Preserving Empowering

EquippingGuiding/leadingProtecting

Pouring out in full 
expression in 
New Covenant

The Holy Spirit is active throughout the Old Testament 

Pointing forward 
to New Covenant

Christ’s 
death  & 
resurrection
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Holy Spirit is God
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