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Series: Foundations: Genesis and Exodus
Topic: Tabernacle1. What is the Tabernacle? Why does it matter?
Bible Passage: Exodus 25 to 32

Part 1: Reading Exodus (continued at page 6/8)
Have you tried working through Exodus 20 to 40, and Leviticus?
What difficulties did you experience?
What’s the point of Exodus 20 to 40:
How can a Holy God dwell among sinful people?
	Exodus 25
1 The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Tell the Israelites to bring me an offering. You are to receive the offering for me from everyone whose heart prompts them to give. […]
8 “Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them.

	Exodus 29: 
44 “So I will consecrate the tent of meeting and the altar and will consecrate Aaron and his sons to serve me as priests. 45 Then I will dwell among the Israelites and be their God. 46 They will know that I am the LORD their God, who brought them out of Egypt so that I might dwell among them. I am the LORD their God.



Work through the exercises at the end (pages 6/8 – 8/8).

Part 2: Sabbath
We, as a Tabernacle of the Holy God. 

Exodus 31
12 Then the LORD said to Moses,
13 “Say to the Israelites, ‘You must observe my Sabbaths. 
	Reasons1: recognizable as a real relationship—exclusive, permanent
	Reasons 2
: set apart (holy)

	This will be a sign between me and you for the generations to come, 
	so you may know that 
I am the LORD, who makes you holy.

	
	14 “ ‘Observe the Sabbath, 
because it is holy to you. Anyone who desecrates it is to be put to death; those who do any work on that day must be cut off from their people.

	
	15 For six days work is to be done, but the seventh day is a day of sabbath rest, 
holy to the LORD. Whoever does any work on the Sabbath day is to be put to death.

	16 The Israelites are to observe the Sabbath, celebrating it for the generations to come 
as a lasting covenant.
	

	17 It will be a sign between me and the Israelites forever, 
for in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day he rested and was refreshed.’ ”
	


Does it matter that an exclusive, permanent relationship is made recognizable to others as really there, actually existing? 
· Is this day “holy (set apart) to you” as it is “holy to the Lord”? 
· What is “death”? What followed from the death of our relationship with God? There is judgement, but is this illogical? Or is it a progression from, a demonstration of what has already occurred?
· Is God dead serious about the sabbath? Yes. Literally. 
Get beneath the form
 How did Jesus fulfill this perfectly?.
	Mark 2
23 One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and as his disciples walked along, they began to pick some heads of grain. 24 The Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?”
25 He answered, “Have you never read what David did when he and his companions were hungry and in need? 26 In the days of Abiathar the high priest, he entered the house of God and ate the consecrated bread, which is lawful only for priests to eat. And he also gave some to his companions.”
27 Then he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. 28 So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.”

	Mark3
 Another time Jesus went into the synagogue, and a man with a shriveled hand was there. 2 Some of them were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal him on the Sabbath. 3 Jesus said to the man with the shriveled hand, “Stand up in front of everyone.”
4 Then Jesus asked them, “Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?” But they remained silent.
5 He looked around at them in anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was completely restored. 6 Then the Pharisees went out and began to plot with the Herodians how they might kill Jesus.


Which is the wrong question? Which questions do these passages answer?
Usual  question: What work can I do? Why he can do ___and I cannot?
Questions:
How does the Sabbath demonstrate:
· Who is God? How did God work?  what was the reality set by God? 
· What is a human? Who am I? 
· That I actually am in a covenant relationship with God?
Use these points to answer these questions:
· “for in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day he rested and was refreshed.” (Exodus 31:17)
· “So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.” (Mark 2:28)
· “Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?” (Mark 3:4)
· “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.” (Mark 2:27)
Example answer:
I am not a machine. I am not an animal. I am a human. I was made to be in communion, in connection, together with my Provider, Creator, Lover and Lord. 
God is the ultimate good (Genesis 1). The purpose of sabbath is to drink from, to return to the heart of who God is, and who we are, experiencing truth encounters and power encounters here, because He is with us.
I am a Tabernacle of the Holy God.

Part 3 What if there’s no Tabernacle?
What do you do when you feel anxious? Often, this anxiety shows. E.G., To family (when you snap at them. Or shut yourself up in the room)
· We have our own solutions. Our own rut, patterns of coping. We go along our normal, usual way. We do what we are familiar with.
· So did the Israelites.
	Exodus 32:1 When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said, “Come, make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.”


· What was old and familiar: Pharoah and his pantheon of gods? The Israelites had been in Egypt so long, they were familiar with this. So they go that way. Old patterns die hard. 
· What did they need? A new pattern. 
	Exodus 25: 9 (God said to Moses) Make this Tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you.


· We see the pattern (Exodus 25 to 30) and don’t see the point of the details. But without this pattern, the Israelites follow their old familiar pattern. 
Nope, you don’t agree. You think: “Just do what you want. Follow your heart. As long as you are sincere, just worship God however you want.”
Let’s test this view. Keep reading Exodus 32.

Notice what’s missing? 
They got the blood part. But there is no covenant book. (Any idea why the covenant book and blood were given together?) 
	Exodus 24
	Exodus 32

	Moses then wrote down everything the LORD had said. 

He got up early the next morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain and set up twelve stone pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel.
5
Then he sent young Israelite men, and they offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls as fellowship offerings to the LORD.
6
Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls, and the other half he sprinkled on the altar.

7
Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. They responded, "We will do everything the LORD has said; we will obey."
8
Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, "This is the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words."
9
Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up […]
	


6 So the next day the people rose early and 



sacrificed burnt offerings and presented fellowship offerings. Afterward they sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry.



What’s “stiff-necked”?

So, Test Your View. Just follow your heart. What’s the outcome?
· they got so out of control they didn’t stop even when
· Moses arrived
· Moses was angry
· Moses broke the stone tablets
· Moses burned the golden calf
· Moses ground the golden calf to powder
· People had to drink the water with the golden calf powder mixed in
· Aaron was questioned severely
· Despite the presence of enemies around them, seeking opportunity to destroy them (e.g., the Amalekites), they were not ready for battle
· They had sung of their God who had rescued them, yet had purposely done what was an affront to, in direct opposition to this God. A slap in God’s face.
· Recall the first three commandments concerning:
1. Having other gods before God
2. Making, bowing down to, worshipping a created thing
3. Misrepresenting God
That’s a lot they did, when left to follow their hearts.
Now, let’s answer our earlier question: 
Why does God need to give the people a pattern, a procedure for how to come before Him?
What happens when people are left to simply “follow their hearts”? 
People are not blank slates; they have old familiar patterns. How do these then get mixed up with their lack of understanding of this “new” God?
How does having a pattern matter? 
· The place (the tent where God will meet with His people)
· The people (the community coming together, following God’s pattern)
· Paraphernalia and props (the physical things used according to God’s pattern)

Part 1 (continued from page 1/8)
“Reading” exodus”
In Exodus, when does the text switch from narrative to law to procedural texts?
Give examples of each text type. 
How do you handle each text type? 
	Narrative
	Law
	Procedure

	Note actions (verbs), emotions. 
Picture the scene, 
Make a movie in your head as you read. 
Try to “work out the protagonist’s intentions from his deliberations and decisions.


	Nit-pick. What’s included, what’s not? Scrutinize details like your property papers or T &Cs in your insurance documents, 

It's like when your teacher gives you back your English comprehension test and you want to get another half a mark from the teacher. You look really hard to see if you can find one question that you can tell the teacher you should get another half mark. 
	It's like your “unboxing” videos, when you bought a new gadget, you got to make sure you got all the parts. So you carefully go one by one. 

It's like when you first learnt to strip a rifle. Each part is crucial. And it’s crucial that nothing goes wrong.

Do you first get the main steps or parts? Then examine each in detail? 



Try working through Exodus 25 to 30. You can use an audio bible. Work with your group, so you only need to work on one part. You can use the Tabernacle Fun Worksheet.
Note on the term “atonement”
“atone” literally means, “cover”. Now answer these questions: 
How did the blood of the animal sacrificed on the brazen altar atone for (“cover” over) the priest/people’s sins, so that they could be accepted by God for one more year?
What “atonement” or “cover” will be sufficient, once and for all, to remove sin and death,  to reconcile me with God; so that I can once again stand before God without sin and shame (Adam’s story)?? 


Optional practice
Reading the Old Testament and New Testament together
We often find it hard to understand what New Testament writers are saying. But that’s because they expect us to be very familiar with the pictures and stories in the Old Testament.
Let’s try!
As the New Testament text is read out, what appears in your mind? 
Use the pictures and scenes of the Tabernacle to help you understand these passages. You can just do Practice 2, from Mark’s gospel.
(OR try both Practice 1 and Practice 2). 

Practice 1
	Tabernacle pictures that appear in my mind
	New Testament passage

	Example:
I see the ______________________________the entrance. A bull is killed an sacrificed on it. 

I see ________________________________ with water for washing.

The priests who serve in god’s  house.

Use these pictures to help you explain the passage.
	Hebrews 9
13 The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. 14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death,[c] so that we may serve the living God!
15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant.
…
he has appeared once for all at the culmination of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.



Practice 2
	Tabernacle pictures that appear in my mind
	New Testament passage

	What do you see?


Check:

(Did you flip the movie scene from 
Location 1: Golgatha
Zoom in on Jesus, thieves, crowd.
To 
Location 2: the temple
And priests
And back to 
Location 1:Golgatha
Zoom in on the centurian?

For Location2: Temple
What did you see inside the Holy Place?
The curtain—which one?
Why was it there?  
It was torn—from bottom to top? No?
Who tore it? 
What does this mean? 


	Mark 15
27 They crucified two rebels with him, one on his right and one on his left.…

33 At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34 And at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”).[b]
35 When some of those standing near heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s calling Elijah.”
36 Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to take him down,” he said.
37 With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.

38 The curtain of the temple was torn in two 
from top to bottom. 

39 And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he died,[c] he said, “Surely this man was the Son of God!”



