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Date: 28 Sept 2025 

Theme: Book of Mark - Servanthood.  

Title: Servants must stand firm for His return 

 Passage: Mark 13:1-23 

Key verse: Mark 13:13 – but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 

  

The disciples marveled at the grandeur of Herod’s Temple — its massive stones and splendor seemed 

unshakable, a visible sign of God’s presence and Israel’s security. But Jesus shattered that illusion: 

“Not one stone here will be left on another.” (v.2) He exposed the danger of trusting outward structures 

and symbols of religion instead of God. The Temple, though glorious, had become an idol and would 

soon fall under judgment. Jesus redirected their gaze from what is temporary to what is eternal, from 

the grandeur of buildings to the reality of God’s kingdom, from external religion to true spiritual 

readiness.  

 

Their questions — “When will this happen?” and “What will be the sign?” — set the stage for Jesus’ 

deeper teaching on watchfulness, endurance, and faithfulness in a world heading toward upheaval.  

So Jesus draws their attention to something more vital: How can we stand firm in these last days?  

Knowing the when and what sharpens our focus on the how—resisting deception, enduring 

persecution, and staying faithful. Waiting becomes active, not idle; faith becomes watchful, not 

careless; discipleship becomes fruitful, not barren. And so the challenge remains: When our Master 

returns, will we be found standing firm to the end? 

 

(A) Knowing the signs (reference sermon 17 Jan 2021) 

 

1) External signs: F.E.W (Mark 13:7-8)  

Jesus says these events (must happen v.7) and are like (the beginning of birth pains. - v.8), show 

that something greater is coming, they do not mean that the end is immediate. External signs are 

not meant to give fear, but to help us to get ready.  

▪ Famines – e.g., Gaza, Sudan where people suffer hunger and desperation. 

▪ Earthquakes – In 2025 alone, over 106 major earthquakes (>6.0), and more than 468000 minor 

tremors (<6.0) have shaken the earth. 

▪ Wars – Ongoing conflicts: Israel-Gaza, Ukraine-Russia, Thailand-Cambodia 
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2) Internal signs: F.L.O.P (Mark 13:5-13) 

While external signs shake the world, internal signs, being spiritual & relational, will shake our 

hearts and faith and confront us with the ultimate test of allegiance.  

▪ False prophets – Deceivers will arise, twisting truth and leading many astray. (v.5-6) 

▪ Love of most will grow cold – Passion for God and others will fade into apathy. 

▪ Offence, betrayal – Families torn apart by offenses and betrayal. (v.12) 

▪ Persecution on account of Jesus – Followers of Jesus will face opposition and hostility. (v.9,13) 

▪ Proclamation of the gospel – In the midst of trials, the gospel will still be preached. (v.10) 

 

3) The Abomination of the Desolation (Mark 13:14) 

▪ The ‘abomination’ is a blasphemy against God; ‘desolation’ signifies a state of emptiness and 

abandonment. Together, the phrase ‘Abomination of desolation’ foretells a sacrilegious act that 

will defile and empty the holy place which means driving out God’s presence from His Temple. 

▪ Mark focuses on the person behind this event. (standing where it does not belong) This points 

to the man of lawlessness – the anti-Christ (2 Thess 2:3-4). 

▪ The principle is this: false worship replaces true worship. In our age (the emergence of 

individual spiritual experiences outside of God’s Word) the danger is not just wrong teaching, 

but false Christs, false experiences, and false worship made so convincing that they capture 

people’s hearts. 

▪ Jesus warns that this event will usher in unparalleled distress, a season of tribulation more 

severe than any the world has ever known (v.19). Evil will reach its peak at His coming. 

 

(B) How can we stand firm to the end? 

All these signs remind us that the end is near and Christ’s return is certain. The question is: Are we 

doing enough to stand firm to the end? For if we don’t, we risk falling away and losing the eternal 

reward Christ has promised. 

 

1) What makes it difficult for believers to stand firm in the last days? 

a) Deception and false teaching 

- Jesus’ first warning is not about earthquakes but about deception. False prophets and false 

teachings will sound attractive, even spiritual, but they lead people away from Christ. 

(v.2,22) 

- Today, deception often comes in subtle and attractive forms, not always in open 

opposition. Some examples: 
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▪ False gospels – Messages that twist Christianity into self-help, prosperity, or legalism, 

rather than Christ-centered discipleship. 

▪ Moral confusion – Redefining sin as acceptable, or rejecting biblical truth as “outdated.” 

▪ Information overload – With social media, anyone can claim to have “truth.” Constant 

noise makes it harder to filter what is reliable. 

▪ “Seeing is believing” deception – Technology, especially AI, can make fake things look 

so real. A video or voice recording can be created from nothing, but still feel 100% 

convincing. 

 

b) Persecution and hardship – Many will fall away when following Christ becomes costly (v.9-13). 

Jesus makes it clear: following Him comes at a cost. For the disciples in His day, that meant 

whips, prison, or even death. For us today, persecution takes many different forms: 

▪ Social exclusion and mockery – Believers are ridiculed for standing by biblical truths in a 

culture that prizes tolerance and personal freedom. Example: A Christian student 

labeled “hateful” for simply saying marriage is designed by God. 

▪ Legal and workplace pressure – In some places, professionals risk losing their jobs or 

facing lawsuits for refusing to act against their own biblical convictions. Example: 

Business owners pressured to affirm practices they deemed contradict Scripture. 

▪ Family rejection – Converts may be cut off from loved ones. Even in modern families, 

following Christ can cause friction if faith challenges family traditions or expectations. 

Example: A young woman in India shared her story that after she came to Christ, her 

village banned her from attending communal gatherings, and her own parents stopped 

talking to her. Her “punishment” was isolation. 

▪ Comfort vs. Conviction – Some persecution often looks like the temptation to trade 

faithfulness for comfort. Example: Choosing silence at work to keep peace instead of 

speaking truth. Avoiding church involvement because “life is too busy.” Serving Christ 

only when it’s convenient.  

 

2) How can believers stand firm? 

a) Rooted in Scripture 

- In a world where AI can create fakes and culture constantly shifts, only God’s Word is 

unshakable. (Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. – Mark 

13:31) 
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- Truth is not determined by what looks real or popular, but by what aligns with Scripture. 

(…with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was 

true. – Acts 17:11) 

b) Guided by the Spirit 

- We don’t need to fear speaking up for Christ — the Spirit gives courage and wisdom in the 

moment. (Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy 

Spirit. – v.11) 

- Filled with the Spirit, Stephen preached the gospel with courage before the council, and 

even prayed for his enemies as they killed him. The Spirit enabled him to stand firm. 

c) Grounded in Community 

- We discern better together, not in isolation (Hebrews 10:25). 

- In a world of deception, isolation makes us vulnerable. A single sheep alone is easy prey for 

the wolf.   

- Practical: Regular fellowship, prayer, and accountability in the body of Christ help us filter 

lies and encourage endurance.  In community we sharpen one another and stay alert. 

 

Application 

1) In a world full of noise, fake news, and AI-generated “truth,” how can I make sure my faith is 

anchored in God’s unchanging Word rather than in what simply looks real? 

2) What specific step can I take this week — in prayer, Scripture, or Christian community — to stay 

watchful and stand firm instead of drifting with comfort or compromise? 


