Date : 17 November 2024

Theme : Making Your Election Sure

Topic : Learning about God’s grace from God’s dealings with Israel
Key Passage: Romans 11

Key Verse : For God has bound everyone over to disobedience so that He may have mercy on them all.
Romans 11:32

Introduction

Romans 11 captures a profound lesson on how God models grace through His dealings with a
stubborn Israel that has turned away from Him. It reveals the depth of God’s grace—not only in His
enduring patience and commitment to His people but also in His wise discipline, mercy and ultimate
plan of restoration for those who return to Him. God’s dealings with Israel remind us that His grace is
relentless and unfailing - disciplining yet preserving, rejecting yet restoring.

God’s grace is displayed universally. In spite of Israel's disobedience, God makes space for mercy.
He has extended grace to all humankind - both Jews and Gentiles.

Through this, we can grasp what true grace looks like. We also learn how to respond to God’s grace
in our lives and how to extend grace to others.

What can we know about God'’s dealings with people He had chosen when they walk away from Him?

1. Why had His chosen people angered God?

a) They established their own set of righteousness Romans 11:7
e Their zeal was not based on knowledge of God’s way of righteousness.
e Their ideas about God’s righteousness were not based on biblical truth. They imbibed
ideas taught by the world and ungodly men.
e Today many Christians hold to beliefs about God that is not founded in the Word.

Today’s Christians learn from the internet postings and accept ideas without checking
against the Word of God.

b) Abusing God-given blessings and privileges into sources of self-reliance
May their table become a snare and a trap, a stumbling block ... Romans 11:9-10

e Instead of gratitude for the blessings and privileges Israel enjoyed — laws, covenants,
they became proud, establishing their own righteousness.

e Their pride became a stumbling block that led them to harden their hearts.
e From disobedience in the wilderness to cycles of sin and idolatry during the Judges, to

rejecting the prophets before and during exile—each was a consequence of Israel’s
self-righteousness.

2. Consequences
i. Consequences for their rejection of Him

(Because the Lord disciplines the one He loves, and He chastens everyone He accepts as His
son. Hebrews 12:6)

e Spiritual blindness
God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes that could not see... Romans 11:8



Their stubbornness and unbelieving hearts became resistant to God’s message. They
entered a state of spiritual dullness, unable to perceive and insensitive to respond to
spiritual truths.

o Stupor —a deep numb state, almost like drowsiness, where a person becomes
incapable of seeing or hearing the truth clearly. They are spiritually indifferent
and completely unresponsive. (Israel became unresponsive to God’s call - unable
to recognise His work or respond with faith. The stupor kept them unaware of
the urgency of their need for repentance.)

o Dullness — insensitive to spiritual truth. While not entirely unaware, they
struggle to understand God’s Word, with shallow and clouded understanding of
spiritual truth. (The dullness prevented Israel from discerning the meaning of
God'’s promises and the identity of Jesus as the Messiah.)

Eg: Finding God’s Word boring and irrelevant, going through motions without
conviction, unable to see any wisdom, cannot appreciate biblical truth.

e Cut off from God’s blessings ... have been broken off Romans 11:17

o Exile and loss of homeland
Breakdown of families, communities, national identity, moral and cultural
decay, and war.

o Oppression under foreign rule
Enslaved to sin, live in the consequences of their choices, corruption and
political unrest in a nation.

o Destruction of the temple in 70 AD.
Lose sight of their divine purpose, chase after fleeting pursuits.
Luke 21:24, Matthew 23:37-39

ii. God extended His grace, offering restoration

a) God did not reject them God did not reject His people ... Romans 11:1-2
e This was true despite Israel’s rejection of Christ.
e God’s mercy is rooted in His covenant faithfulness and unwavering love.
(Romans 11:28,31 - God still loves Israel because of His covenant with Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob)

b) God’s patience and long suffering in waiting for Israel
All day long | have held out my hands to a disobedient and obstinate people Romans 10:21

e God is patient in waiting for their repentance and return, despite their rejection,
much like the father in the parable of the prodigal son.
e Aloving father feels the pain of his children's suffering due to their disobedience,
yet understands that God's discipline is not rejection, but a merciful opportunity for
restoration.

c) God’s preservation of a Remnant ... there is a remnant chosen by grace Romans 11:5
e God preserves a faithful remnant by His grace, even when the majority turn away,
to keep hope alive and restore His people. (The remnant is a faithful few who
remained true to God even when the majority of the Israelites turn away in unbelief).
e The remnant reflects God’s heart to preserve His people, showing restraint and
keeping hope alive for restoration, even through Israel’s history of apostasy.



Examples:
o The 7000 in Elijah’s time -a remnant who had not worshipped Baal Romans 11:3-4
o Noah and his family — a remnant to repopulate the earth. Genesis 6-9
o Esther and Mordecai - a remnant to save the Jewish people from destruction.
Esther 4:14
o The exiles returning to Jerusalem — a remnant to rebuild the city and temple
after the Babylonian captivity. Ezra 1-3
e The early Christians, as a faithful remnant under persecution, extended a chain of
spiritual generations by courageously sharing and preserving the gospel. Today, we
are part of that same remnant lineage, called to stand firm in our faith, live
counter to prevailing cultural norms, and be a voice for God — continuing the
legacy they began and impacting our generation.

e) Grace shown in the delay of Israel’s restoration
Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in.
Romans 11:25-27
e God patiently waits for the full number of Gentiles to enter before restoring Israel,
reflecting his perfect timing and foreknowledge.

e This delayed in restoration, from a human perspective, is actually God’s perfect

timing. It is an act of mercy, giving Israel time for repentance without abandoning
them permanently.

e Applications: Recognising this timetable God has set, how should we act now?
We must hasten to flow in God’s redemptive plan by sharing the gospel today.
There is evidence that time is running out, therefore we must schedule the
preaching of the gospel in our calendars.

3. Understanding God’s abundant grace - His Kindness and Sternness

Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but kindness to you,
provided that you continue in his kindness Romans 11:22

God’s dealings with Israel show how God’s grace and judgment works. Just as God deals with
Israel, so He will deal with us.

e God’s Kindness:
The kindness refers to God's grace and salvation offered to the Gentiles, allowing them to
partake in His promises despite not being part of His covenant people.
e God’s kindness is conditional, remaining only as long as they continue living in a way that
reflects faith, humility and obedience to God’s grace.
e Qurresponse:
o Persisting in trust and reliance on God, even when facing challenges or temptations.
o Be grateful to God, resist pride and extending kindness to others.



e God’s Sternness:
= God’s sternness is directed at the unbelieving Israelites, specifically those who
rejected Christ and continue turning away from Him.
= Sternness refers to God’s severity, judgment and discipline.
= This truth serves as a warning to all believers today: Not to be presumptuous.
o We have received kindness, but if His kindness is treated with disdain, what
can we expect?
o If we fail to continue in His kindness and persist in disobedience, we, like
Israel, could also be ‘cut off’ from His favor.
o Guard against pride. Cultivate gratitude, humility, and awe for the grace we
have received.

o Honor Israel. Reject any form of anti-Semitism.

Applications:
How can you actively live out your calling as part of God’s remnant, contributing to the
completion of the appointed number within the appointed time in gathering of Gentiles?



