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Date  : 18 February 2024 
Topic  :  Family, Marriage, Divorce 
Key passage:  Deuteronomy 24:1-4  
Key verse    :  When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she 
     finds no favour in his eyes because he has found some uncleanness 
    in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce, puts it in her hand, 
    and sends her out of his house… Deuteronomy 24:1(nkjv) 
Key word     : Defilement (uncleanness).  
       Adultery defiles Deuteronomy 24:4, Leviticus 18:20; 20:10 

o Why does this subject matter? How serious is divorce worldwide? 
    Defilement in marriage is an abomination to the Lord. 

 
Introduction 
The Chinese New Year is a celebration with families. While many workers posted faraway 
would make the time to return home, others may feel apprehensive about appearing at family 
reunions due to relationship breakups, generational tensions, bitterness, divorces… the red 
flag in relationships go on and on. 
 

Deuteronomy 24 brings out one such red flag in marriage.  
The passage is a prohibition against capricious divorce and remarriage. 
(In the day when men had almost unlimited discretion to divorce their wives, based on a simple 
declaration, woman had no such right. Deuteronomy 24:1-4 changed the game of musical wives for the 
men of Israel. If a man divorced his wife and she remarries, the man may never again remarry her, 
even if she divorced again.  At its root, this is a prohibition against men treating their wives cruelly  
or capriciously). 

• Grounds for divorce 
Men did not have absolute right to divorce, but needed to have a reason  
(a condition that generally did not exist then). 
 

Legitimate grounds for divorce being: Deuteronomy 24:1 

o a woman finds no favour (displeasing niv) in her husband’s eyes = husband is so 
troubled at his wife’s sexual immorality that he cannot look upon her with favour in 
his eyes any more, the lack of favour in his eyes being her uncleanness. 

o he finds some indecency…in her  
(The Hebrew word usually means… to expose the genitals, nakedness = sexual immorality 
or adultery, uncleanness. Jesus defined uncleanness as…sexual immorality Matthew 5:31). 
 

  Divorce may only be sought for serious moral reasons, never done lightly / frivolously. 
 

• Process of divorce 
A certificate of divorce 
The man could not simply act in anger but must act legally in the process with a  
certificate of divorce. 
 

o Did the men only have right to divorce their wives?  
Applied to both husband and wife.  …if a woman divorces her husband Mark 10:12 
(shows that a wife had the right to divorce also). 

o Why is divorce permitted? 
  …Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives,  

  but from the beginning it was not so… Matthew 19:8 
 

God knows there is hardness in both the offending party (example, wife) and offended 
(husband). He grants permission for divorce. God permits divorce in certain 
circumstances but never commands it. 
(If husband did not have any hardness in his heart, he could forgive and still look upon 
his wife with favour in his eyes, even though she was guilty of sexual immorality). 
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1. The problem 
a) Why does God hate divorce? 

• Destroys God’s purpose for marriage (one man, one woman, one lifetime Genesis 2). 
o God holds such a high view of marriage that He grants a deferment of a newly 

minted husband to stay home with his wife. Deuteronomy 24:5 

• Divorce (root idea: hewing off, a cutting apart − the amputation of that which is one flesh). 
Divorce is more like having your legs cut off than it is like dissolving a business 
partnership or even deserting a regiment. 

• A violent separation of what God has joined together (not God’s original plan). 
(In Malachi, God was displeased with the Israelite men who had divorced their wives to marry  
Canaanite women. In Ezra, those men were commanded to divorce their Canaanite wives 
and return to the Hebrew women they had left. In this scenario, divorce was not only 

permitted but commanded). 
 

b) Why does God have to spell out instructions for divorce? 
o Our families being destroyed  

Divorce is destruction of one’s flesh, death of marriage destroys families.  
o Our hearts are hardened 

Proverbs 4:23 says to guard our hearts because out of it are the issues of life.  
Our hearts are deceitful. First, we cover-up, then we justify our actions even though  
they are clearly wrong. 

o Our spirit man is defiled when we… 
− break the marriage vow 

            − betray mutual trust between husband and wife  
    (as when a married partner shares the marriage bed with someone else) 
 

c) What are underlying factors of divorce? 

• Adultery (physical intimacy with someone other than your wife or husband).  
It is a sin that is taken lightly today; so common that it has become acceptable.  

• Root cause is spiritual adultery. Defilement has spiritual roots and manifests itself in 
physical intimacy outside of marriage (Spiritual adultery by John L Sandford). 

• Adultery portrayed as fun on movies. 
A way out of boredom is often the reason for adultery.  
Ignorance of our vulnerability, cost of betrayal, no regard for covenant relationship,  
blinded by the spirit of lust. 

• Cost of betrayal ignored 
o  Pain on all in the family, broken hearts, death of trust. 

 The betrayed spouse will suffer loss of confidence, withdrawal, depression.  
 The betrayer also plagued by feelings of guilt, sadness or remorse. 

o  Destruction of family life 
  − empty shell of existence 

    − life with form but without substance 
    − happiness eroded. 
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2) Who are vulnerable? 
  What are the odds that work against us? 
a) Bloodline curse 
  Those whose close relatives are divorced (like uncles, aunts, grandparents are divorced. 
  One Christian, who was divorced by his wife, told me that all his uncles / aunts were divorcees). 
 

b) Spiritual bondage 

• Physical unions, be it pre-marital or extra-marital, unleash spiritual forces that continue 
to operate long after the sexual encounter.  

   The reason is that illicit sex is more than physical; it brings on a spiritual bondage.  
   1 Corinthian 6:16 
 

       (Understand the dark forces behind extra-marital affairs 
• The enchantress − Astaroth, a prostitute (also called Asherah) 

o spirits of seduction, sexuality 
         − sex taken out of marriage 
         − turns a man into a woman Deuteronomy 22:5 (by clothing, surgery) 

o   deceiving spirits 
         …Now the Spirit clearly expressly says that in latter times, some will depart from  
        the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons… 1 Timothy 4:1) 
 

• Theoretically, the guilty party confesses the sin, repents, is forgiven and restored when   
 he vows before the Lord to break such destructive actions as well as to come under the 
 leader’s spiritual cover. In reality, it is not so straight forward. Simply because adultery 
 is so destructive in nature that many marriages just cannot survive such violent traumas 
 and the pain of betrayal is too much to handle. 
  

c) Frequent work travels alone 

• Travels made without your spouse but with colleagues of the opposite sex.  
(one survey puts the figure of illicit sex among office colleagues as high as 70%) 

• No commitment to stay celibate until your wedding opens the door to pre-marital sex. 
Remember the best gift to your future spouse is your virginity.  

 

d) Instant gratification, pleasure-seeking habit 
  When we succumb to satisfying immediate and instant gratification and have not learned  
  to reign in wrong desires, it could result in higher debts, risky sexual behaviour and  
  substance abuse. Other actions of instant gratification are: 

o Exposing ourselves to sexually explicit shows 
o Participating in sexual fun, like, wife swopping orgies, escort services. 
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3. What can we do to prevent it?       

•  Affair-proof your marriage 
  Treat your marriage like a fine porcelain and delicate flower. Once broken, it is impossible 
   to fix the cracks perfectly. Anecdotal reports of adultery defilement damage is basically 
   beyond repair.  
  Unfortunately, would-be adulterers find it virtually impossible to envisage the impact of 
   defilement. Practically most adulterers would conclude how stupid they were to risk the  

  lost of their precious marriage relationships. Some fall into depression. 
  

•  It is therefore wise to first count the cost and the severe consequences of defiling a 
  marriage relationship. 

                      My application 
 

a) Commit to covenant keeping (to discipline lustful desires) 

  Re-commit to faithfulness before the Lord and to God’s people. 
  Pray for God’s help in building your marriage 
 

b) Foresee impact of defilement  

•  Irreversible damage to the soul 
 

•  Destruction of family and future 
 

•  Introduction of a bloodline curse 
 

•  Emotional suffering for the couple and children (rejection, loneliness) 
 
c) Invest time and effort to keep your marriage fresh. 

•  Enjoy each other’s company 
 

•  Time away 
 

•  Watch out for tyranny of the urgent 
   − important / urgent 
   − tenderness, the forgotten input (familiarity      contempt) 

 
Application 
Use Point 3 above as your checklist. 

• If you are married, could you share one of these items you have ticked? 
Then pray for one another. Make a decision on point 3c. 

• If you are single, consider taking the vow to celibacy until your wedding. 

• If you have chosen to be single, ask for grace to stay pure. 
 

 
 
 


