
  Date             : 3 December 2023  
Topic            : Where is Christ in the Old Testament? 
Key Passage: Genesis 18:1-15 

  Key Verse    : Genesis 18:1-3  

The Lord appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the 

entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. Abraham looked up and saw three men 

standing nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet 

them and bowed low to the ground. He said, “If I have favor in your eyes, my lord, do not 

pass your servant by. 
 
Where was Jesus before His first coming to planet earth? Did He show up in the Old Testament? Did He 

make His presence known to humanity? Before his birth on planet earth and given the name Jesus, 

God the Son was actively involved in human interactions throughout the Bible.  

Jesus explained the Old Testament scriptures to the disciples on the road to Emmaus, affirming that   

Scripture spoke about Him   Luke 24:27. How did the entire narrative of the Old Testament tell His story? 

He claimed that various passages in the Old Testament referred to Him. In what way did He appear? 

Today let us consider who He truly is and how He supremely deserves our wholehearted worship so 

that we may fully grasp why His name was the Ancient of days. 
 

1. Jesus had no beginning 
 

i) Jesus spoke of His timeless, divine nature, existing before Abraham  John 8:56-58 

• His age – He claimed that Abraham was happy to have seen Him. 
(The Jews said to Him, ‘You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen 
Abraham?’ Abraham lived 2000 years before Jesus’ earthly life appearance.) 

 
ii) He was there before earth’s time began 

• Jesus was there to lay the foundation of planet earth 

Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land 
that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so.  Genesis 1:11 

 

iii) He is Eternal – always existed and will exist forever    Isaiah 9:6 
"For to us a child is born, to us a son is given … And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace."  
 

2. How did Jesus manifest Himself in the Old Testament? 
 

i) Jesus identified Himself as the Angel of the Lord 

• The Angel of the Lord was not just an angel 
 
▪ The Angel of the Lord must be God the Son because He spoke as God    

 Genesis 22:12 
▪ The Angel of the Lord intervened when Abraham was about to sacrifice his 

son, Isaac; and said “you have not withheld your son from Me”, obviously 
referring Himself as God. 
 

▪ The Angel of the Lord identified Himself to Moses as the God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob 
▪ The Angel of the Lord appeared to Moses in a burning bush   Exodus 3:2, 5-6 

 
 
 
 
 



▪ The Angel of the Lord’s authority to forgive or not to forgive sin 
▪ By virtue of His exercising authority which only God alone has. 
▪ Angelic beings do not have such authority    Exodus 23:21 

▪ By virtue of the fact that the Angel of the Lord accepted worship    
▪ The Angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon. Gideon prepared an offering to 

the Angel, and the Angel consumed it with fire. Gideon acknowledged Him 
as ‘Lord God’, and built an altar to the Lord    Judges 6:11-24 

▪ When Manoah and his wife realised that they had seen the Angel of the 
Lord … they fell on their faces to the ground   Judges 13:17-22 

 
ii) The Lord appeared as a Human Person at Mamre    Genesis 18:1-3 

The Lord manifested as a human person, appearing to Abraham by the terebinth trees of 
Mamre, where Abraham recognized Him, ran to meet Him, and bowed down, addressing 
Him as "My Lord."  

• Abraham engaged in a discussion with the Lord regarding the promise of Sarah's 
pregnancy and the impending judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah. 

• The discussion’s subject matter clearly showed it was God the Son speaking. 

• He demonstrated His omniscience, authority, and ability to bring about miraculous 
events, affirming His divine nature as God the Son 

 
iii) Pillar of cloud and pillar of fire    Exodus 13:21; 33:9-10 

The Lord appeared in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night to guide the 
people. When the cloud descended upon the tabernacle, the Lord spoke, prompting the 
people to rise and worship. 

• Identified as Jesus, the Angel of the Lord led and guided the Israelites into the 
promised land with a warning to obey   Exodus 23:20-21 

• In the flesh, Jesus described Himself as the Good Shepherd leading, guiding and 
protecting His followers while emphasizing obedience for their well-being. 

• The pillar of cloud and fire, along with the Angel of the Lord appearances in the 
Old Testament, foreshadow Jesus as the Good Shepherd, leading, guiding, and 
caring for His flock. 
 

iv) Commander of the Lord’s army   Joshua 5:13-15 

• Joshua encountered a man of supreme authority with a drawn sword. He fell face 
down in reverence, worshiping and submitting. The commander instructed him to 
remove his sandals, as the ground he was standing was holy. 

• Balaam, a non-Israelite prophet, encountered the Angel of the Lord on his journey 
to curse the Israelites. The Angel initially invisible to Balaam, stood with a drawn 
sword. The Angel then instructed Balaam against cursing Israel. Balaam bowed 
and confessed his unawareness of the Angel's presence   Numbers 22:31 

 
v) Prophetic Imagery of Jesus   Isaiah 11:1-2 

• He is the Branch from the stump of Jesse, fulfilling the Messianic prophecy of a 
descendant of David who brings restoration, renewal, and God’s kingdom in Jesus 
Christ 

 
 
 



 

3. Why is Jesus worthy of Worship? 
 

i) Jesus as the Creator 
 

a) He spoke things into existence   Genesis 1 

• He was there in the creation not as a spectator, but actively arranging everything, 
like a conductor leading a beautiful performance 

• All things are created by Him, through Him and for Him    Colossian 1:15-17 

• His supremacy is manifested through its sheer magnitude, intricate design and 
awe-inspiring complexity. 

• From the vastness of the cosmos to the intricacies of life at the microscopic level, 
every detail reflects the unmatched wisdom, power, and sovereignty of the 
Creator.  

o The immense scale of the universe takes light years to measure. 
o The intricate coding within DNA, carrying the blueprint for life speak of the 

Creator's supreme knowledge and wisdom. 
 

b) He created man in His own image   Genesis 1:26 

• Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness. 

• He created man for a special relationship with Himself. This is the crown of His 
creation. Man, created in God's image, possesses intellectual, emotional, spiritual, 
moral, and loving capacities that surpass any other creation.   

 
c) He fine-tunes and maintains all systems He created  

While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, winter and summer,  
And day and night shall not cease   Genesis 8:22 nkjv 
This is what the Lord says, he who appoints the sun to shine by day, who decrees the moon and 
stars to shine by night, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar   Jeremiah 31: 35-36 niv  
He is before all things, and in him all things hold together   Colossians 1:17 
 

• He not only created it, He maintains it. 
o He keeps the planet in precise orbit, ensuring the earth orbits the Sun in a 

stable and predictable pattern. 
o He keeps our next heartbeat, adjusting it to adapt to changes in activity 

levels, emotional stimuli and biological requirements. 
o He puts in place the mechanism to fine-tune and regulate our body 

temperature. 

• He is worthy of all our worship – Creator, Owner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

ii) Jesus’ sacrifice as our sin bearer 
a) Jesus took on human flesh    

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, 
and will call him Immanuel      Isaiah 7:14 
 

• Jesus, accompanied by two angels, visited Abraham and Sarah, prophesied and 
promised them a son   Genesis 18:9-15 

• This prophecy foreshadowed His own miraculous birth 2000 years later through 
the virgin Mary, signifying God’s presence among humanity as a human, called 
Immanuel. 

• The Creator of the universe humbles Himself to the fallen level of His creation, 
voluntarily entering the human experience to identify with human struggles. 

• This is an expression of a supreme love, intimacy and personal engagement that 
surpasses human understanding. 

 
b) That He would offer Himself as the Sacrificial lamb    

Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, 

stricken by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions…  Isaiah 53:4-6 

• When Abraham was tested to offer his son as a sacrifice, Jesus was there.  

• He intervened and stopped Abraham from slaying his son at the last moment.  

o God provided a ram as a substitute for Isaac 

• He chose to become our substitute, the sacrificial ram, dying on our behalf, an 

event that took place 2000 years later on the cross    Genesis 22:11-18 
 

iii)  Jesus as Jacob’s ladder, serving as the gateway to heaven 
 

Jacob’s ladder dream foreshadows Jesus as the gateway to heaven  Genesis 28:10-22 

• Jesus was present when Jacob had his dream. 

• Jacob saw a ladder from earth to heaven with angels ascending and descending.  

• About 1900 years later, Jesus referred to Himself as the ladder in Jacob’s dream 
(John 1:51), foreshadowing Him as the ultimate ladder between God and 
humanity. This prefigures Jesus as the door opener to heaven. 
 

Applications: 
1. How does the fact that Jesus spoke the world into existence change the way you relate to Him? 
2. How does knowing Jesus as the door opener to heaven change the way you worship Him? 
3. As a true worshipper, what would you bring to Jesus as a sacrifice and offering this Christmas 

season:        

 Introduce Jesus to someone you know. 

 Pray for your loved ones who do not know Jesus. 

 Sharpen your skills of sharing the gospel with someone. 


