
   
Date  : 2 July 2023 
Theme : Building a sanctuary of worship 

Topic : Understanding God’s Holiness  

Passage : Leviticus 10:1-10 

Key Verse : …You must distinguish between the holy and the common, between the  

                     unclean and the clean… Leviticus 10:10 (NIV) 

 

Introduction  

After the dramatic deliverance from Egypt (= a picture of sin) in the first part of Exodus, God gave to 
Moses instructions for the place of worship, the Tabernacle, in the second half of Exodus  

Chapters 23-40. While Moses was up on the mountain with God, the people decided to worship God 
in their own way – the Egyptian way of idolatry. God’s response was fast and furious Exodus 32. 
 

Leviticus continues from Exodus to give the structure, appointed time / place / way of worship. 
After being redeemed by God, Israel was to be purified into a people worthy of their God. 

…You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy… Leviticus19:2 (NKJV). 
 

With the tabernacle completed, God then gave instructions how to worship Him at each station of 
the tabernacle. Two weeks ago, we addressed the first station of the brazen altar of sacrifice. This 
is where we render the sacrifice of thanksgiving and praise, as well as to confess and appreciate 
Jesus as our sacrifice. 
 

We now approach the Laver to be sanctified, made holy, through the Word of God. Before we 
venture into the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place, God has set rules for holiness which is His 
condition for approaching Him. We must be holy as God is holy. We are commanded to be holy.  
 

The question we will address today are:  

Why did God view holiness so seriously?  

Why did God break out instantly upon the two ordained priests?  

What went wrong? What is a profane offering? 
 

1. What is a profane offering? 

    How did Nadab and Abihu violate the rule of holiness?  

  When they approached God without honouring Him and offered profane fire. 

    In what way was their worship profane or strange and contrary to God’s commands? 

    a) They acted without authority. They were not authorised to offer the incense. 

         Only the High Priest Aaron was authorised to do so. Neither did they come under  

         Moses’ authority. They had acted beyond their authority. 

     b) They offered incense at the wrong place. The incense was to be offered within the Most  

          Holy Place. 

     c) Wrong time. Only on the appointed day – the Day of Atonement and not anytime one likes. 
  It must be God’s appointed time. Leviticus 16.   

     d) Wrong attitude. They neither regarded God with reverence, nor did they approach God  

          with holiness. 

      e) Wrong motive. God expected worshippers to honour Him by rendering Him glory.  

    He does not share His glory with anyone else. Therefore, whoever approaches Him must 

    be holy. …Be holy as I am holy… is the command. Leviticus 19:2 

    The instant death of the 2 priests serves as a warning to God’s people that holiness is a   
    serious matter to God. Down the centuries, those who ignored this rule suffered the  
    same consequence, instant death. 

 

 

 



 

2. What is to be holy? 

 a) Our common worldview of righteousness is 2 dimensional – right or wrong,  

        clean or unclean, righteous or sinful; God is left out in this worldview 

   

 

   

 

   b) But God’s righteousness is three-dimensional; we must be holy. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 c) We are to distinguish between sacred and common, between clean and unclean Leviticus 10:10     

         Something may be clean but not holy. (Offerings must meet God’s standard of worship).   

d) What is holiness? 

•  It describes who God is. He is holy. Holiness is not only to be moral and righteous but 
   complying with God’s way. To be holy is to be set apart for God’s use. It is sacred, 
   not only clean, without defilement, pure, and acceptable to God. It is being devoted to  
   God. A holy vessel cannot be used for ‘common’ purposes. Sanctification means to set 
   ourselves apart as sacred for God’s purpose. 

•  The ground where God’s presence is manifested is holy ground.  
   The people whom God has made holy are called saints. 

e) Why is holiness necessary? 

•  Without holiness, no man can see God. Hebrew 12:14 
   The picture of the tabernacle shows that no one can approach a Holy God safely without  
    holiness. It is the most Holy place of God’s presence where an unholy person entering 
    in can face certain death. 
o 1 Corinthians 6 points out that sexual immorality pollutes our bodies and renders us 

  unworthy and unable to approach a holy God. 

•   When we worship God, we focus on His holiness.  
     …Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: fear before Him all the earth… Psalm 92:9. 

 

    The elders in Revelation sang the 3-fold refrain 
           …Holy, Holy, Holy…is Lord God Almighty… Revelation 4:8 

  

3. How does treating the things of God as sacred or common look like? 

    God’s Word is holy. It is to be treated as holy and not downgraded as common.  

    Even the physical handling of His written Word must be reverential.  

• Treating God’s Word with disdain is not reverential; example, sitting on the Bible. 
(There was a time when bibles were sent to Romania and the authorities encouraged the people to  
use the pages as toilet paper. This is profane in treating something holy as common). 

• Entering into the place of worship with wrong attitude, like quarrelling, in the sanctuary.  
o Eating / drinking in the sanctuary, particularly liquor Leviticus 10:9 
o Spectating rather than participating, shows indifference toward God. 
o Distracting behaviour such as playing with toys, games on our cell phones during worship,  

would be behaviour that does not honour God.  
o Being indifferent to the preaching of the Word is taking God’s Word lightly. 
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• Ranking other things as a higher priority during God’s appointed time of worship would 
 be violating sacredness. The Sabbath is God’s appointed time for assembly.  
o Laissez-faire conduct which fails to distinguish between sacred and the common.  
o Clean (ie not sinful) things crowd out the sacred so that we have no time to honour God in 

worship; example, using the appointed time of worship for physical exercise is failure to 
distinguish between holy and common. 
 

4. How may we distinguish between holy and unholy Leviticus 10:3? 
a) Differentiate between the holy and common 
                         between the sacred and clean and 
                         between the clean and unclean 

• Unclean covers health and hygiene matters because our body is the temple of God. 
Cleanliness affects godliness. 

• Purity and holiness is violated in sexual immorality; the breaking of moral law is sin. 
• Keeping covenant with God is sacred. Any compromise (to do “good”) would be profane or 

common in God’s reckoning; example, Uzzah reaching out to stabilize the ark. 2 Samuel 6:1-7, 

1 Chronicles 13:9-12. (However innocently it was done, touching the ark was in direct violation of God’s 
laws Numbers 4:15 and was to result in death).  
 

God is loving and merciful, but He is also holy and He defends His holiness with His power 
and affronts to His holiness sometimes bring about His holy wrath.  
…It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God… Hebrews 10:31 

b) How do we become holy? 

• Jesus, our Lord and Saviour has imputed to us His holiness. He is made our sanctification. 
By grace we receive holiness by faith in Him. We now have the capacity to be holy. 

• Keeping holiness as we journey in faith is called sanctification. King David was referring to 
sanctification when he wrote in Psalm 119:9. How can a young man keep his way pure?  

By living according to your Word. We are sanctified by God’s holy Word. Therefore, spiritual 
habits such as devotional time must be kept. 

• We continue to be holy by being sanctified through the Word of God. Holiness is illustrated 
by the tabernacle. We must first be cleansed of sin’s pollution at the brazen altar by the blood 
of Jesus. 

• We become partakers of His holiness when we… 
o Put aside every weight of sin to finish the race of faith. 
o Look to Jesus’ example. He endured the cross. 
o Do not grow weary and tired. 
o Endure chastening when we fall into sin. 
 

5. Application 
    a. Distinguishing between holy and common is only for God’s covenantal people.  
        Non-biblical worldview only looks at good or bad, right or wrong. Could you identify any 
     activity or attitude to help you distinguish between the holy and profane (common)? 
    b. To pursue holiness is to pursue God’s desire. 
        How do you visualise this pursuit in your current lifestyle? 


