Date : 23 April 2023

Theme : The men who walked by Faith

Topic : Joseph’s journey of faith

Key passage : Genesis 37 - 50

Key verse : You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being

done. Gen 50:20

Introduction

We have already seen in Abraham, the sacrifice of faith, in Isaac the submission of faith, in Jacob the
struggles of faith. Today, we look at Joseph, whose success of faith came from wisdom from God and his
perseverance of faith. We shall observe how his faith worked out through the ups and down of his life.

To have faith at all is a wonderful thing; but the great need today for every one of us is for a faith that is
undaunted and that triumph:s.

(A) Joseph’s going-out faith:

Joseph was taken out of comfortable circumstances and stretched through various experiences, one of
which being he was rejected by his brothers.

Joseph’s brothers were jealous of him because he was the ‘favoured son’, so they rejected him through
betrayal. They ripped off his coat, threw him in a cistern, and then sold him to Egypt for 20 pieces of silver.
(Genesis 37:26-28 —...Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites...who took him to Egypt.)

a) Attitude of faith — Submissive to God’s will
= Being a slave, one can only imagine Joseph’s pain and loneliness, but he did not have a ‘poor me’
attitude. He was not complaining. This is because he had the faith to see God’s sovereignty in all his
hardships and waited for God to vindicate his cause.
(Gen 45:8 — So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God...)
b) Act of faith — Faithful to his employer
= Joseph was faithful in the tasks God gave him. He applied himself to serve in Potiphar’s household,
faithfully and diligently.
(Gen 39:6 — So Potiphar left everything he had in Joseph’s care; with Joseph in charge, he did not
concern himself with anything except the food he ate.)
c) Fruit of faith — As a covenant partner
When we serve in covenant partnership with God, we allow Him to work out His Sovereign will in new
and unfamiliar situations. God is always in control.
= The Lord was with Joseph.
(Gen 39:2 — The Lord was with Joseph so that he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian
master.)
= The covenant-making God who had made the promises to Abraham, was with Joseph as well.
(Gen 39:5 — ...the Lord blessed the household of the Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing of the
Lord was on everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field.)

(B) The Cost of going-on faith:

1) Falsely accused
a) Attitude of faith — Fear of God
(Gen 39:9b — How then could | do such a wicked thing and sin against God?)
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b) Act of faith — Flee from sin
Gen 39:12 — But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house.)
= Joseph remained faithful to God in the midst of temptation when falsely accused.
c) Fruit of faith
= God blessed him.
(Gen 39:20 — But while Joseph was there in the prison, the Lord was with him;)
» God granted him favour with others in prison.
(Gen 39:21 — he showed him kindness and granted him favour in the eyes of the prison warden.)
= God granted him success in prison.
(Gen 39:23 — The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the Lord
was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did.)

Reflection: Do not throw away blessings for the pleasures of sin. Consider the cost of sin. Joseph did
not yield to temptation. Will you, like Joseph, remain faithful to God and see God work in your
situation?

2) Imprisoned unjustly
a) Attitude of faith — Credited God with true interpretation of dream
= Joseph waited faithfully for God’s rescue. He did not feel dejected unlike Pharaoh’s baker or
cupbearer.
(Gen 40:6 — When Joseph came to them the next morning, he saw that they were dejected.)
b) Act of faith
= Even in prison, he took every opportunity to speak of his faith in God. When Pharaoh’s baker and
cupbearer said that no one could interpret their dreams, Joseph told them not to look at man
but to God.
(Gen 40:8 — Then Joseph said to them, “Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell me your
dreams.”)
c) Fruit of faith — God provided the connections for release from prison
= Chief cup bearer mentioned Joseph’s skill to Pharaoh.

Reflection: There is no mistake in where God has put you. How are you allowing God to use you right
where you are?

(C) The Rewards of going-in faith:

For 13 years God tested and refined Joseph’s faith before exalting him.

1) To bless the nations by his promotion to Second-in-command.
a) Attitude of faith — Attributed success to God
= Joseph had the courage to step forward before Pharaoh because he saw himself as God’s
covenant partner.
(Gen 41:16 — “I cannot do it,” Joseph replied to Pharaoh, “but God will give Pharaoh the answer
he desires.”)
b) Act of faith — Remembered his Hebrew heritage, giving his children’s names that credited God with
healing his emotional pain and making him fruitful.
(Gen 41:51 — Joseph named his firstborn Manasseh and said, “It is because God has made me forget
all my trouble and all my father’s household.” The second son he named Ephraim and said, “It is
because God has made me fruitful in the land of my suffering.”)
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c) Fruit of faith — Wisdom to manage agricultural catastrophe
(Gen 41:37 — So Pharaoh asked them, “Can we find anyone like this man, one in whom is the spirit of
God?”)
= Used his God-given wisdom to bless the nations. His stockpiling system enabled Egypt to supply
grain in time of famine to rest of the world.
(Gen 41:57 - And all the world came to Egypt to buy grain from Joseph, because the famine was
severe everywhere.)

2) Loyalty to the household in need.
a) Attitude of faith — Credited God for placing him in charge of Egypt to save lives.
b) Act of faith — Reconciled with brothers, overlooking offences,
c) Fruit of faith — Talking with brothers, not overlording them.
(Gen 50:20, 21 — Even though you intended to do harm to me... God intended it for good...to preserve
numerous people.)

Application:
Reflecting on Joseph’s journey of faith, what attitudes of faith will you work on.

Attitudes of Faith: Situations

Faith to do what is right.

Faith to see God’s sovereignty in all situations.

Faith to see what displeases God.

o o o O

Faith to keep on doing God’s work while
waiting for His timing.

(1 Faith to partner with God
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