Date : 4 December 2022

Theme : The Return of Christ Jesus

Topic . Getting ready for the return of the Lord Jesus

Passage :1 Thessalonians 4:16-5:11

Key Verse : “®So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be awake and
sober (self-controlled).” 1 Thessalonians 5:6

Introduction

It is with great joy that we as believers can look forward to the return of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. The Bible reveals the coming of the Lord Jesus in the clouds
(the Rapture) (1 Thessalonians 4:17). The Apostle Paul says that “about times and dates we
do not need to write to you, 2for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a
thief in the night.” (1 Thessalonians 5:1-2). However, those who trust Jesus are children
of the light and “this day should not surprise you like a thief.” (1 Thessalonians 5:4).

World events indicate that the stage is almost ready for the Tribulation to take place.
But for those who are in the Lord, we need not fear because Jesus promises to take
us out before “the hour of trial that is going to come on the whole world to test the

inhabitants of the earth.” (Revelation 3:10). We “will be caught up together ... in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air. And so, we will be with the Lord forever.” (1 Thessalonians 4:17).

While we wait in anticipation, we are to be “awake and sober” (our key verse)

1. Why should we get ourselves ready?
“Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those
things which are written in it; for the time is near.” Revelation 1:3 (NKJV)

e The stage for the Tribulation is emerging

- World events show that we are closing in toward the time of Tribulation:
- the regathering of Israel to her land; the heightening tensions in the Middle
East; the rise of Russia (and her allies) bent on military conquest

- Watch out for signs emerging on the development of a one-world order; the
plan to build the Third Temple; and on the drying up of the Euphrates River

e The Rapture precedes the Tribulation
- The Tribulation brings judgement upon the earth, a wrath so severe (Revelation

6-19). But “God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our
Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 5:9)

2. How are we to encourage one another?

(a) Receive the message on the coming of the Lord with expectancy and delight.

Paul repeatedly said “therefore encourage each other with these words” (1 Thessalonians
4:18; 5:11).

e Stay Close: Encourage each another
- Comfort and edify one another... fellow travellers (1 Thessalonians 5:11)


https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thess%205.11

e We can be certain on the Rapture
- “For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, ... we who are still alive and are
left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And
so we will be with the Lord forever.” 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17

e The Lord comes for the church
“. .. wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues
us from the coming wrath.” 1 Thessalonians 1:10

- To the Philadelphia church, Jesus said “Since you have kept my command to
endure patiently, | will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come on the
whole world to test the inhabitants of the earth.” Revelation 3:10

e The church is not mentioned during the time of Tribulation in Revelation 6-18

- The church is mentioned again at Revelation 19:7-9: “For the wedding of the
Lamb has come, ...and his bride has made herself ready... Blessed are those who are
invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!”

- There are no instructions to the church about how to endure and conduct
itself during the tribulation. Jesus says He is preparing a place for us to dwell
in with Him in heaven (John 14:2-3).

(b) With Jesus coming, do we drop all our plans, leave school and jobs?
Certainly not! See how Paul addressed the group of complacent believers in the
Thessalonians church.

e Paul addressed false teaching concerning the day of the Lord’s coming

» Some believers, assuming that the end was at hand, abandoned their work
and began to live off others. He recounted for them the events that must take
place before the Lord’s coming. In the meantime, the proper response was to
labour for the gospel, rather than lazy resignation. He commanded the church
to discipline the wayward believers and if they failed to correct their wrong
lifestyle, then to apply this rule: “The one who is unwilling to work shall not
eat.” (2 Thessalonians 3:10).

- Paul exhorts them to be steadfast and diligent, buying up the opportunities,
rather than merely biding their time

- Likewise, while we believe that the day of the Lord’s coming in the clouds is
near, we must be clear-minded, sober and mentally alert. We continue to:

v Grow in the Lord by reading the word of God daily

v" Make the most of every opportunity to labour in the Lord’s work

3. How should we live for the Lord’s coming?

5So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be awake and sober... since we
belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of
salvation as a helmet. 1 Thessalonians 5:6,8

e Be Awake and Sober

- Clear from our key verse: be awake (alert) and sober (self-controlled)
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Alertness

Be guided by the Holy Spirit

- We see this command of Jesus appearing over and over again:

"He who has an ear to hear, let him hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches".
Revelation 2:7,11,17,29 & 3:6,13,22

Spiritual alertness requires us to be tuned in to the Spirit of God

‘Watch & Pray’
“..pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this
in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.” Ephesians

6:18)
- Pray and do not sleep on your watch!

At the Garden of Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-46), the Lord Jesus prayed, His
sweat like drops of blood falling to the ground (Luke 22:44). The three disciples
(Peter and the sons of Zebedee) He invited to pray [“Stay here and keep watch
with me” (Matthew 26:38)], during this crucial hour were sleepy eyed and three
times Jesus had to wake them up to pray.

Consequence: Due to their lack of spiritual alertness they were overwhelmed by
their weakness and unprepared for the events which followed.

- The next few hours and days would require much spiritual strength and
resolve (Lk 22:41). Peter failed resulting in him making wrong moves: cutting off
the servant of the high priest’s ear, joining the fellowship of Christ’'s enemies,
complete confusion and his three denials of His Saviour and Lord.

Lessons learnt: We are at a crucial moment for the Lord’s coming is near; so,
be alert; watch & pray. It's time for us to WAKE UP!

- wake up prayer

- wake up the gifts of the Holy Spirit for empowerment

- wake up to shine for Jesus

Guard against deceptions
Sleepiness makes us susceptible to fall into all kinds of false teaching and
deception. We also become oblivious to the needs of those around us.

Jesus warned His disciples: “Watch out that no one deceives you. For many will
come in my name, claiming, ‘Il am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many.” Matthew 24:4-5

Bullet Proof
“... putting on faith and love as a breastplate...” 1 Thessalonians 5:8

Faith and love as a breastplate

Our faith in God is an insulator against the vile of the Deuvil

- Paul instructs putting on the armour of God:
“... take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of
the evil one.” Ephesians 6:16

- Our breastplate of faith and love is the breastplate of righteousness.

To know God is to love Him

Our faith in God strengthens when we know Him and grow deeper in our love

for Him. Love for God guards us against moral temptations. Our love for God and



“What God is to me and | to Him” (covenant relationship), are inspirations to
cause us to resist temptations

e There’s a crown for those who keep faith

- In Revelation 2:10 Jesus says “Be faithful even to the point of death, and I will give you
the crown of life.”, and “... Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your
crown.” Revelation 3:10

- Hold on to these, and keep on that breastplate of faith and love
- Be a soldier who fights against Satan and his seed; and be not a sinner
revealing unbelief and hatred against God.

Children of Light

5You are all children of the light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night or to
the darkness.

e Be faithful in our covenant relationship with the Lord Jesus
- Jesus is ‘Faithful and True’ (Revelation 19:11) and we are to be faithful and true
in our covenant with our Lord and Saviour

e We keep ourselves ready and watching for His return
“The servants who are ready and waiting for his return will be rewarded.” Luke 12:37

Jesus said, “you must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when

you do not expect him.” Matthew 24:44
- Believing that Christ soon return should spur us on toward love and good
works

- Keep busy for the Lord’s business: Use spiritual gifts in service for the Lord

e Uphold spiritual discipline and guard against compromises
- Behave decently, do not get drunk, shunt sexual immorality, do not gratify
the desires of the flesh
- Uproot any weeds of the flesh and the spirit before they become ugly habits
- Put on the armour of light, for “The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So
let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armour of light.” Romans 13:12
» Lesson learnt from Pergamos Church (The Compromising Church in Revelation
2:12-17): Do not tolerate false teachings or those who promote them —
compromise causes people to stumble; so, stand firm for the Truth
- Keep heart warm... In the last days the hearts of many will turn cold but we
must keep faith and continue to love one another

Conclusion

We are to be faithful to the Lord in His calling and to always be prepared for the
moment of His return. We are to be fruitful and use our time wisely to make a
difference and achieve what would count for eternity.

Application

1. What do you think you could do to encourage one another to watch for His
coming?



