
Date  : 18 September 2022  

Theme : The Church and the family 
Topic : Impressing the Word on our children at home 

Passage : Deuteronomy 6:1-12, 20-25  

Key verse : Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along 

the road, when you lie down and when you get up... Deuteronomy 6:7 NIV  

Introduction 

For those of us who are older, there are certain events that are firmly impressed upon our memory: 
like the 1953 coronation of then young Queen Elizabeth, the fiery debates between the late LKY and 
David Marshall, both exceptional speakers of different oratorical styles. Who could shake off the daily 
feelings of unease Singaporeans felt during the 1963-1965 Konfrontasi in hit-and-run attacks and the 
bombing of Macdonald House; the heightened tensions in Indonesian-Singapore relations when 
Singapore hanged the two saboteurs despite appeals for clemency from then President Suharto. 

These events were impressed upon us because we heard the news, and though still in our 

childhood/teen years, we lived through the suspense of the experiences, and felt the anxiety and 

fears of significant adults round us. 

Similarly, in Deuteronomy, God’s Word must be impressed on youngsters when they are mostly at 

home during their early years. (Hebrew word for impress means to be engraved, sharpened through teaching, 

repetition and reminders). Like events impressed on young minds, Deuteronomy 6:7 gives the conditions 

for such impressions to take place, when caregivers: 

...talk about them... (engrave thru talking, dialogue, teaching, all the time: quality and quantity time) 

...talk when you sit, lie down...get up... (exposure to God’s Word through daily domestic moments) 

...talk when you walk along the road... (experience God’s Word with significant adults at child’s milestones).  

What are we to impress upon our children?   

1. Impress on your children Who is the Lord 
… Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One... Deuteronomy 6:4 

(a) What does it mean that Jesus is Lord? 

•  It means that I must relate to Him as a servant relates to his master. 
o Entering into covenant relationship 

We can only be saved when we crown the Lord God as Lord of our lives, in the person of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. The crowning of Jesus as Lord means entering into a relationship 
by covenant keeping. Covenant keeping involves loyalty or faithfulness which is staying 
in faith through all of life journey. (Like all covenant relationships we do not switch loyalty.  

...the Lord is One... means the One and only God to whom we pledge our loyalty to). 

•  It means that I take His orders willingly 
o Obeying His commandments because He is Lord 

  By my humble and willing submission to serve Him, I acknowledge He is ranked 
                   above and over me. That submitting under His mighty hand is the only basis for 
          God to extend grace to us. 
 (b) Impress upon them that our Lord Jesus must be Lord of all or not Lord at all. 

• He does not accept that He is Lord on Sunday morning but Monday to Saturday I ignore His 
rule over my life or I prefer to keep Him out. I have secrets I do not want Him to “interfere”. 

     (c) Impress upon them that the Lord will be our Judge. 

•  He has authority to decide our future destiny. He alone decides who can enter His 
              Heavenly Kingdom. He only allows those who know Him as Lord to enter. 

•  He is not only the Lord of the church, He is also the Lord of the world. Therefore He will 
 also be the Judge of the whole world. 
 

2. Impress on your children What the Lord wants 
 

(a) Why is Christ’s Lordship a non-negotiable criterion for our salvation? 

• There are two criteria for one to be saved in Romans 10:9,10: 
* confess (publicly acknowledge) that Jesus is Lord 
* believe in our heart that God raised Jesus from the dead.  



• We often emphasize the importance of faith in God’s grace and the finished work of Christ 
but forget that the God in whom we trust must be Lord over our lives.  
(Merely agreeing with the facts that Jesus can save me from sin and hell is not enough; neither is it enough 
to accept that Jesus is the greatest man who ever lived, nor be impressed that He was the wisest teacher, or 

the most loving person who walked on earth, or the One from heaven, or even that He is God).  

• Why is this so? None of these truths has to do with relating with Jesus as Lord. Only when 
we crown Jesus as Lord and King is the covenant relationship established. He wants 
Lordship to be proven by action. In Matthew 7:21, 23 Jesus said, Not everyone who says to me 
Lord, Lord can enter the Kingdom of heaven but he who does the will of God. 

     (b) Does the Word of God make Christ’s Lordship mandatory for salvation?  
Deuteronomy 6:4 declares the Lord God is Lord twice. It means that before we consider what we 
do, first and foremost, we must recognise His position of authority – basically WHO God is 
and how He relates to us. He wants to be First in our lives. Matthew 6:33 

 

3. Impress on your children What the Lord has done 

• Impress on them how the Lord brought us out of slavery of sin to bring us to our inheritance. 
o The book of Deuteronomy is God’s message to the New Generation born in the desert  

(not a review lesson to the old generation who had left Egypt). When the environment has been created to 
remind juniors of God’s Word through visible reminders in the home, teachable moments, daily routines of 
both quality and quantity time and milestone events, children will ask why? ...What is the meaning... 
Deuteronomy 6:20 (why the stipulations, decrees and laws?).  

      

      Tell him... we were slaves of Pharoah in Egypt, but the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 
Before our eyes the Lord sent miraculous signs and wonders – great and terrible - upon Egypt ...But He 
brought us out...to bring us in and give us the land that He promised on oath to our forefathers. The Lord 
commanded us to obey all these decrees and to fear the Lord our God, so that we might always prosper and 
be kept alive...Deuteronomy 6:21-24     

• Impress upon them as to why we need Him in life’s journey 
Why does God mention slavery?  
o This is a picture of their faith journey. The truth of a faith journey applies to us today.  

The promised land destination is heaven, for believers of Jesus. 
o The first 5 books of Pentateuch give a detailed account of the journey of faith of God’s 

chosen people: 
Genesis     - Who God is and what kind of faith that God accepts 
Exodus        - Bondage and liberty from slavery (sin) 
Leviticus       - What is worship that God accepts 
Numbers       - Why the old generation failed in the journey of faith 
Deuteronomy    - How God started all over again with a new generation 

 

 (Reread the above books and highlight the frequently repeated statement I am the Lord). 

 
Application 
What challenges do we face in trying to impress God’s Word on the young? 

• We cannot teach God’s Word when it is not in our own hearts 
...these commandments I give u 6:6,7(a) today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them upon your children...Deuteronomy 

o  Christians today like to think Jesus as Friend rather than Lord. We cannot be His 

 friend unless we do what He has commanded us. 
o  Others prefer to emphasize God’s love for them as the basis of their relationship. But 

 John 14:21 says those who have Jesus’ commandments and obey them will be loved 
  by the Father and the Lord Jesus. 

• Hypocrisy – Why don’t young people stay engaged in their faith?  
    As children grow in discernment, they see parents acting one way in church and differently 

outside. (90% of kids active in high school youth groups do not go to church by the time they are second  

     year in college – Dawson McAlister) 

• Unprepared to handle major transitions of youth – from school to college. Young people are 
not prepared to handle the secular arguments of university professors, who are often atheists.  
 

 

Questions: 

• What is Jesus’ place in my home? 

• How should I address the above challenges so that I can impress God’s Word upon my family 
members? 


