
Date  : 11 September 2022  

Theme : The Church and the family 
Topic : The family abiding in the Word 

Passage : Deuteronomy 6:1-25  

Key verse : “These are the commands, decrees and laws the LORD your God directed me to teach 

you to observe… so that you, your children and their children after them may 
fear the LORD your God as long as you live ...” Deuteronomy 6:1-2 (NIV) 
 

Introduction 

How can we make sure we inherit the blessings of the Lord and for the blessings to flow 

through the generations. Since God is the originator of blessings, we need to look into 

what He says on the flow of generational blessings. 

In Deuteronomy, the Lord tells His people the essentials on how to teach and abide by 

the Word of God, and the need to set up reminders on the Lord’s goodness. 

The older generation had died. The Word of God is now spoken to the new generation to 

prepare them for their faith journey into their inheritance. 

In Deuteronomy 6, we find the teaching of Moses that provides the template for living 

under God’s blessing for the generations. It begins with God’s direction to ‘teach them to 

observe’. 

 

1. Teach to observe what? 
 
(a) What it means to observe? 
Moses said “… God directed me to teach you to observe in the land… Hear, Israel, and be 

careful to obey…”  (vs1,3) 
 
- To observe is to comply. It requires us to see carefully, paying attention to details 
for the purpose of walking accordingly to the set path.  
“Hear therefore, O Israel and observe to do it…”  (vs3 KJV) 

 
-  To learn and to teach 

- God has truths that He wants His people to learn and teach.  
- First, we need to get God’s word into our hearts, comply with the word and then 
teach our children 
 

- The Imperatives 
- Learn (be taught), Practice, and Teach your children/others 
- Observe to do it - obedience to the command 
“Hear, Israel, and be careful to obey…”  (vs3) 
 

We cannot teach about God if we don’t know God. That’s how Moses began the 
passage: “hear O Israel”. The people of God need to know God’s character and then 
teach… to live out the Word of God, ie “… to observe in the land…” (vs1)  by walking in 
righteousness. Then to teach so that our children, our children’s children and others 
may follow. 
 
 
 
 



(b) What is it that God wanted observed? Deuteronomy 6:4-9 
“These are the commands, decrees and laws the LORD your God directed me to teach you to 
observe… …” (vs1) 

 
(1) Firstly, teach them the Lordship of Christ 

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.”  (vs4)  
 
There is only one God… He is Almighty God 
 
Lordship of Christ involves us to: 
 

• A cknowledge His Authority as Creator God 
- We need to respect and recognise the authority of Him who is the Creator God 
“A son honours his father and a servant his master. Then if I am a father, where is the 
honour due me? If I am a master, where is the respect due me?” says the Lord Almighty.
 Mal. 1:6 

 

• B e a Bondservant to His Benevolent Ownership 
- We need to acknowledge Him who is the rightful owner 
“You are not your own; you were bought at a price…” 1Corinthians 6:19-20.  
“…it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold…but with the precious blood of 
Christ…” 1 Peter 1:18, 19 

 

• C ommit to honour Jesus as Lord 
- Confessing His Lordship and worship Him. (Phil 2:9-11) 
It is not only confessing with our tongues that he is Lord but it is daily living a 
devoted and dedicated life which reflects our worship of the Lord. 
 

• D epend on Him 
- Agreeing with Jesus that apart from Him we can do nothing. (John 15:5)  
It is a life of faith and total surrender to the divine wisdom and will of God. Christ 
should be all in all in every single detail of our life. 
 

• E xercise submission to God by putting Him first 
His lordship requires that we set right our priorities - put God first in all things 

When we know God for who He is, we will ascribe greatness to Him and honour Him 
as our Lord 
Q: Have you recognised your Owner and given charge of your life to Him? 
Will you now do / renew a ‘Lordship Prayer’? 
 
(2) Secondly, teach them to obey God 

“Hear, Israel, and be careful to obey… “  (vs3) 
 
When we call our Jesus as our Lord and ascribe to His lordship, the Spirit of God will 
empower us and we will be led by the Spirit. 
- With Jesus as our Benevolent Lord, we will wholeheartedly take on the greatest 
command to “Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your strength.”  (vs5) 

- loving God means we obey God with everything that is in us for Jesus said: “If you 

love me, you will keep my commandments.”  (John 14:15) 
 
 
 
 



2. What kind of change can we expect? 
 
Deuteronomy 6 tells us the cause and effect when we obey God. When we comply with 
the word of God, our right actions bring in certain blessings… it’s to do with obeying God 
“so that” these blessings will flow. What are these blessings? 

 
(a) Fear of the Lord 

“… teach to observe… so that you, your children and their children after them may 
fear the LORD your God as long as you live  (vs1-2) 

 
How we are blessed when we have the ‘fear of the Lord’ 
 
- It brings in wisdom 

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is 

understanding.” Proverbs 9:10 

- The wisdom of God when applied to our lives can benefit us together in the family 

of God in church and at home. 

 

- It brings deliverance 

“The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, and he delivers them.”

 Psalm 34:7 

 

- It brings long life 
“… fear the LORD your God as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and 
commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long life.”  (vs2) 
- the fulfilled life: “The fear of the LORD adds length to life, but the years of the wicked are 

cut short.” Proverbs 10:27 
 

(b) Go well with you 
- Be careful to obey “so that it may go well with you and that you may increase greatly …”  

(vs3) 

- The word ‘go well’ associates with fruitfulness -> you will increase greatly 

 
(c) Able to take possession of the inheritance 
- Do what is right and good in the sight of God 

“… so that… you may go in and take over the good land the LORD promised…” (vs18) 
- it enables us the ability to take possession of inheritance and be found in a land 
flowing with milk and honey 

 

3. How to live by the Word of God daily 
 

This passage from Deuteronomy 6 shows us how to display the Word of God in our daily 
lives 

• Love the Lord 
“Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength.”  (vs 4) 

- Pray and tell God you love Him 
- Show acts of kindness 
- Honour His name: testify of His goodness; do not take His name in vain 
- To ‘love your neighbour as yourself; love your enemies’ 
- Practice forgiveness and compassion for others 

 
 



• Word of God to be in our heart 
- engrave His word in our heart; don’t allow any other roots to fester there 

- store the promises of God in our heart 
- Verbalise a declaration  
> example: Gather your family together and declare (and let it be inscribed in the 
heart): “As for me and household we will serve the LORD” (Joshua 24:15) 
> example: For married couples to put His word on love and faithfulness on the 
tablet of our heart (Proverbs 3:3), and herein secures marital bliss for family loyalty 
(which is bound by love and faithfulness) 
 

• Impress them on our children 
- Teach them by seizing every opportunity (vs7-9) 

- Teach our children all the time, anywhere, anytime; Look out for teachable 
moments with them everywhere; be engaged in two-way communication 
> Testimony on ‘Building faith and they are never too young’ 
 

• Be watchful and do not forget God 
“… be careful that you do not forget the LORD…”  (VS 12) 

- Walking faithfully with an ongoing faith 
- By giving thanks to God always – in our daily family prayers; when we meet at cell 

group 
 

• Be ready with an answer 
20 In the future, when your son asks you, “What is the meaning …  tell him…” (vs20-21) 

- Giving an answer for the reason of the hope that you have (1 Peter 3:15)  

> example: Like the song - ‘We will worship the Lamb of Glory’ 
“We will worship the Lamb of Glory… when the world wonders why… we’ll just tell them 

we’re loving our King”  

 

Conclusion 

What is promised in this chapter is a right relationship with God for all those who obey his 

command to love him with all that they are (Deuteronomy 6:5). Living out the truth in 

today’s passage will be a lamp onto our feet and a light onto our path that will ensure the 

blessings of the Lord flowing through our generations. 

 

Application 

1. What is involved in observing God’s Word at home? 

 

2. How can the fear of the Lord bring benefits to your family / church family? 

 

3. Loving God calls for obedience to His commands. Make a check on your own walk 

in Christ to see areas where you can further improve on. 


