
Date  : 4 Sep 2022 

Theme : Serving the Church and Family 

Topic  : Raising a Gospel-Centered Generation 

Key passage: 1 Samuel 2:12 – 3:13-14 

Key verse : Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger by the way you treat them. 

Rather, bring them up with the discipline and instruction that comes from the 

Lord. (Ephesians 6:4 NLT) 

 

Introduction 

What is the real purpose of parenting? Is it merely to bring up children to become independent and 

competent adults, or is there something more? 

 

The story of Eli and his sons reminds us of the serious responsibility parents have to teach their 

children the principles of the gospel of Jesus Christ and the heart-breaking consequences that can 

result if parents neglect this sacred obligation. 

 

A. What is the problem of parenting of this generation? 

 

1) Raising a “restraint-less” generation 

(For I told him that I would judge his family forever because of the sin he knew about; 

his sons blasphemed God, and he failed to restrain them. – 1 Samuel 3:13) 

• Eli was the high priest over the tabernacle; however, he neglected his parental 

duties to his 2 sons Hophni and Phinehas when they took the meat of the thank 

offering (1 Samuel 2:12-17) and fornicated with the women who served at the 

door of the congregation (1 Samuel 2:22).  

• Eli tolerated the sins of his sons and did not discipline them. 

(…Why do you honour your sons more than me… - 1 Samuel 2:29) 

• Consequence: 

- God was very displeased with this sinful behavior. 

(This sin of the young men was very great in the Lord’s sight, for they were 

treating the Lord’s offering with contempt. - 1 Samuel 2:17) 

- Eli and his house would cut off from God’s favour and both sons would die on 

the same day. 

(…all your descendants will die in the prime of life… - 1 Samuel 2:33) 

• In today modern time, guilty parenting is one of the cause of parents not 

restraining their children and this has ‘fed’ the children to become more defiant. 

• Restraining needs extra effort, and many parents feel too exhausted or too busy 

to implement. 

 

2) Raising a “substance-less” generation 

• Hophni and Phinehas knew not the Lord. 

(Now the sons of Eli were corrupt; they did not know the Lord. – 1 Samuel 2:12) 

• They knew about Lord – they had it all straight in their head – but not in their 

heart.  They knew all about the temple and the sacrifices and the history of Israel.  

But they did not love it nor did they reverence it. 

• They had an outward form (wearing priest clothing) but no inward substance. 



• Although Eli rebuked his sons, he apparently had not done everything to correct 

their bad behaviour or taught them what was the right way. 

(His sons, however, did not listen to their father’s rebuke… - 1 Samuel 2:25) 

• Eli did not take the training of his sons seriously. 

• In today modern time, guilty parenting is one reason for parents not restraining 

their children and this has ‘fed’ the children to become more defiant. 

 

B. The 3 Keys to Raise a Gospel-Centered Generation 

(Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger by the way you treat them. Rather, bring 

them up with the discipline and instruction that comes from the Lord. – Ephesians 6:4 NLT) 

 

King David was a very successful King. However, of the many positive things about him 

that people can take away, being a great father is not one of them. David’s failure to 

discipline his children was a contributing factor to his sons’ sins. 

• David neglected his responsibility to execute justice when his son, Amnon, raped his 

half-sister, Tamar. (2 Samuel 13:1-14) 

• Absalom became hardened and embittered against his father's lack of justice towards 

Amnon. Seeking revenge, he eventually killed his own brother, Amnon, and fled from his 

father. (2 Samuel 13:23-29) 

• David indulged Adonijah. He sinned by omission in not correcting him and training him. 

The result was a spoiled and disobedient son who eventually turned into an entitled 

young man who planned to take over the throne. (1 Kings 1:5-6) 

• David knew about the evil of his children yet his action of provoking them to sin and 

neglected to restrain and discipline them resulted a sad ending for his sons. 

 

1) Do not Provoke 

• Although we are called to restrain our children from doing what is wrong, we must 

not go to the other extreme, being a tyrant over the family. Failure to obey this 

can cause children to lose heart which in turn may lead them to sin. 

• Ways that parents P.R.O.V.O.K.E their children: 

o Permit too much 

- Permissive parents indulge in their children’s demands. This will result in 

children struggling with self-control, which leads to a variety of bad 

outcomes. 

o Refuse to listen to children 

- Reject them or refuse to give them the approval. When parents point out 

what’s wrong, but fail to highlight what’s right, parents discourage their 

children. 

o Overprotective 

- Over-protective parents never allow their children any liberty. This is not 

talking about sin, but about providing guidelines or boundaries and coach 

them to decide on things that matters, like the choice of friends. No matter 

what their children do, over-protective parents do not trust them. Because 

nothing they do earns their parents’ trust, children begin to despair and may 

believe that how they behave is irrelevant. That can lead to rebellion. 

 



o Verbal and Physical abuses 

- Proverbs 15:1 A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up 

anger. 

o Obligatory love 

- When parents give love as a reward or withdraw it as punishment, it makes 

the children insecure that they need to perform to be loved. For e.g. “You 

practiced that song on piano 10 times, and you’re still making all these 

mistakes?” 

o Keep favourites 

- We show favouritism when we compare or say, “Why don’t you act like your 

sister?” Or “Why can’t you be as bright as your brother?” We may even be 

exercising favouritism without us knowing it.  

o Extreme expectations 

- When we expect too much or too little from them, when we expect them to 

act like adults or when we don’t allow them to act like kids. 

 

 

2) Bring them up in Discipline 

• Discipline – bringing up a child and guiding it toward maturity through instruction, 

correction, and training.  

• Parents must use discipline with due discretion; they must not "provoke their 

children to wrath, lest they be discouraged" 

- by unreasonable commands 

- by undue severity 

- by exhibitions of anger 

• Process of discipline must accompany with two principles  

1. Strong assurance of Parents’ Love  

(Lord disciplines the one he loves. - Hebrews 12:6) 

- Help your kids realize that when you discipline them, it's because you love 

them and not because you frustrated with them or hate them. 

- As parents before engaging your child in discipline first settle your own 

emotions first. 

- Take time to explain that you discipline them because you love them. 

- Show affection with a hug or with a prayer for them. 

2. Shepherd their hearts to the Gospel 

(God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness - 

Heb12:10) 

- Parents’ responsibility is not just to change their behaviour but to lead them 

to Jesus. 

- Ask our children why they did that mistake or that wrong or sin. 

- Help our children to realize that they cannot help themselves, they need 

Jesus. That can only be possible, if they repent and believe in Jesus.  

 

 

 

 



3) Bring them up in Instruction 

(Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from 

it. – Proverbs 22:6) 

 

• Have structured bible reading times and this requires diligence and thought and 

prayer. 

- Set time for family altar. 

- Have a family reading plan. 

- Show your children your journal. 

• Look out for teachable moments. 

- Give our children the Gospel regularly. 

(It is when you sit, when you walk, when you lie down, when you rise. - 

Deuteronomy 6:7) 

- Help them understand how the Gospel really impacts our lives. 

- Team them to connect with God, not just associate with God. 

• Modelled with a lifestyle 

- Not only are parents to teach our children about God through our words, but 

also through their lives. 

- How parents live and the paths by which parents choose to lead our children, 

has an even greater impact upon them. 

- It is the daily choices parents make concerning what they will do and strive for 

that reveal to the children’s what things they value most in life.  

- Our children are watching our lives to figure out what life is all about. 

 

 

C. Application 

 

1) Search our hearts if we have been raising other-centered generation rather than 

gospel-centered generation. 

2) Parents and Spiritual Mentors to work on one key this week. Tell it to one another 

and hold each other accountable to live it out by the power of the Spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 


