
Date     : 28 August 2022    

Theme : Serving the Church and Family 

Topic   : Teaching the next generation II 

Key passage  :  Revelation 2:20-25 

Key verse   :  Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel,  
     who calls herself a prophetess. By her teaching she misleads my servants 
     into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols. Revelation 2:20 

 

Introduction 
Tolerating Jezebel’s teaching is an affront to God. The context of this statement is in the last 
days before the coming of the Lord. The world today emphasizes tolerance and inclusiveness. 
But truth by its nature is exclusive. Two conflicting claims of truth cannot both be true. The next 
generation must be taught the truth. While the world of Jezebel works overtime to promote 
false teachings, are we even aware that the battle of the mind is on? 
 

Today we address the question: What constitutes the basic minimum to start teaching our child 
before the age of 10 years? What are the values which the world’s system, under Satan, is 
pushing hard to put in place to turn our children from God? 
 

1. Why does it matter that the next generation be taught vital truths? 

• Paul warned that Satan and his minions work hard to blind the eyes of those who do not 
know God 2 Corinthians 4:4. He does the same to believers who have no knowledge of the 
truth in order to lead them against God. 

• Our Lord Jesus already warned that in these last days many would fall away from the 
faith. The evil spirit operating through Jezebel continues to infiltrate even churches to 
deceive many who are untutored in the truth. Last week we see godly people, like 
Jehoshaphat, who tolerated the teachings of Jezebel. The impact lasted 3 generations 
until Jehoida taught Joash the Word of God. The tide turned when the Word of God was 
taught. 
o 4000 years of earth’s history, as recorded in Scripture, of people (particularly Israel), 

who ignored or honoured God’s Word, shows that they reap what they sowed. 
 

2. What would be the essentials to teach? 

 God commanded what and how the Word of God is to be taught at home Deuteronomy 6. 

 What are they? Basically they are the commandments of God. 

a) God is the Lord and we are His servants, not the other way round  

 ...I am the Lord... are the opening words of the 10 Commandments. Deuteronomy 5:6 

•   From the first day after mankind was created, God introduced Himself to Adam as 
LORD God. He is to be obeyed simply because He owns us and He has designed us  
to relate to Him in this order. Also wisdom and blessing flow from Him when we honour 

       Him as Lord. 

•   Every time he faced a new crisis, God’s first words to Moses were ...I am the Lord... 
Therefore, say unto the Israelites: I am the Lord... Exodus 6:2, 6.  
This statement is repeated in Exodus 6:29. 
o The 10 Commandments provide the truths and the basis for relating to Him.  

 They are the basis of our covenant relationship of faith. As in all covenant 

relationships, there are obligations God expects from us while He promises to do 

certain things on His part. 
   

b) We relate with God through His written Word. 

• Jehoshaphat initially ordered the teaching of God’s Word and the Lord blessed him and 
his Kingdom. It was ironical, however, that his own children followed the teachings of 
Jezebel and his subsequent 3 generations suffered. When Joash (4th generation) brought 
back the teaching of the Word, the nation prospered again. Joash was tutored from 
young by Jehoida, the teaching priest. 

 

 

 

 



3. When and what to teach? 

• Scheduled time = establish a routine (for younger children) 
o For school-going children (before school, or bed time) 

• Unscheduled time 
o    Be alert to teachable moments throughout the day when you are with them.  
o   Model spiritual truths 24/7. This is ongoing, no fixed time for this. We can only  

  do so if we are growing spiritually ourselves; do not pretend what we are not.  
  Be conscious of your weaknesses and the Spirit’s help in time of need. 
 

What to teach? 

a) Instruct: Teach children sequentially from the beginning in Genesis 

• The Old Testament is not obsolete; it is essential Romans 15:4 
 It is not hard to understand, neither is it boring. 

•   Genesis gives us the first things to learn for our faith journey 
o Who and what does living faith look like?  

(Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph demonstrate what faith looks like for us). 

•   The first 5 books (called the Law) lay down the foundations for learning about God.  

    These books outline what the journey of faith is. 

b) Inoculate against common false teachings  

•   Satan misleads by infiltrating the educational institutions with half-truths and fallacies to 
promote the lie that there is no God, called atheism. The bible calls these godless 
teachings (no God). 

•   The promotion of false gods - like idolatry, spiritual entities that masquerade as God.  
o What are the criteria to evaluate God? 
o What issues currently promote godlessness or oppose sound biblical teaching? 

c) Impart spiritual values that attract God’s favour 

•   Faith in God – to keep us in the journey of faith  
Behold, I send an angel before thee to keep you in the way... Exodus 23:20 

• Faithfulness – to keep our covenants with God and men 
...Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord Hebrews 12:14 

• Build Christlike character, like humility (Sermon on the mount)  

d) Develop spiritual habits 

• Read the Word 

• Discuss Bible reading and sermon 

• Memorise key scriptures: Proverbs, Promises, Commandments  
 

Application 

• To begin or restore family time:  
o Schedule weekly time for the family to read the Word of God and pray. 
o Post meal time activity: Scripture memory (like, SM verse stuck on dining room wall) 

 

TARGET AGE TEACHING REMARKS 

Infants      Baby Dedication  Mom and Dad are primary faith influencers, 
the church is a lifelong partner 

2-4      Family Blessings Bless your child 

      Family Devotions Do family devotions 

5-8      My Church Enjoy church / church community 

      Prayer Pray together 

9-11      The Family Serves Do family projects 

      My Bible Read the Bible together 

      Worship Worship together at home / cell 

      Money and Me Manage your money 

12 onwards • Boundaries (computer / music) 

• Baptism / Fellow travellers 

• Dating, Kissing, Sex  

• Looking in the future 

What is okay and what is not 
Christian peers and mentor 
True love waits 
Spiritual gifts, follow Christ 

  Source: Mark Holman’s Church + Home Pg 86 (adapted) 


