
Date     : 21 August 2022    
Theme : Serving the Church and Family 
Topic   : Teaching the next generation 
Key passage  : 2 Chronicles 17-22 
Key verse   : ...The Lord was with Jehoshaphat because in his early years he walked in the 
                        ways his father David had followed. 2 Chronicles 17:3 

 
Introduction 
In referencing Jehoshaphat (took office around 873BC) with his forefather David (around 1000 BC), 
God is communicating a fact of our existence. We, like Jehoshaphat, are part of something 
larger which He had done then passed down to us. Not just the past, generations also extend 
into the future. ...His mercies extend to those who fear Him, from generation to generation... Luke 1:50. We 
are part of what God is doing now which He will continue long after we are gone.   
 
However, the handing down of this spiritual heritage, from one generation to the next, is not 
automatic. Judges 2:10 records the tragic failure in the generational transmission of God’s truth. 
The result was that the memory of God’s great works gradually faded away so that the next 
generations were strangers to all their fathers encountered with the Lord God Almighty. 
 
Today we see the consequences of failing to impart faith at home. 
God’s Word is best imparted by living and teaching it in the family.  
The questions to be addressed are: 
How does our lifestyle impact the next generation?  
Does the failure to act wisely make a difference?  
From King Jehoshaphat’s example, what were the consequences of failing to teach the  
next generation about the fear of the Lord? 
 
1. The scenario at Jehoshaphat’s time 
a) When: Around 900BC 
    Israel was divided into the Northern Kingdom (Israel) and the Southern Kingdom (Judah).  
    Jehoshaphat reigned over the South and Ahab over the North. 
b) Who were the main characters? 

Jehoshaphat’s generations: Jehoram (son), Ahaziah (grandson) 
Ahab’s: Ahaziah (son), Joram (grandson)  
Ahab’s wife: Jezebel (aggressive and dominating) 

    The chart below shows the time line and how the characters relate to each other. 
       
       
       
       
       
       
        
  c) Jehoshaphat was the 4th King of Judah, after the Kingdom of Solomon split.  
      He was a faithful worshipper of God.  
      He furthered the religious reforms which his father Asa had initiated. 2 Chronicles 17:3 

o walked in the ways of David and sought God 
o followed His commands; rejected idolatry practised in Israel 
o implemented the teaching of God’s Word throughout the land by the 3rd year;  

but sadly he did not teach his own children. 
o blessings followed: his Kingdom established, great wealth, honour and much more. 
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2.  What major mistakes did Jehoshaphat make? 
One small remark, however, marred Jehoshaphat’s record ...in the early years... 2 Chronicles 17:3 

   He failed to teach the next generation to do what he did in his early years. The 
consequences were disastrous. By his lack of wisdom and discernment, he set-up a trap 
for disaster for his next generation.  

a) He made unholy alliance in 3 ways: 
i)  Marriage and close family relationships, becoming unequally yoked to evil men. 

He allied himself with Israel by marrying his son, Jehoram to King Ahab’s daughter, 
Athaliah. 2 Chronicles 18:1; 21:6. (Ahab and his wife, Queen Jezebel, had well-deserved reputations for 
wickedness. There is a saying if you marry the devil’s daughter, you should know what would happen). 
• The Lord had made his Kingdom so powerful initially that he had no reason to befriend 

Ahab. Yet he was the one who initiated friendship with Ahab. By doing so he subjected 
his children to the powerful influence of Jezebel and her teachings. 

• What was the end like for Jehoshaphat’s inner family circle? 
o His son, Jehoram, died a painful death when he despised the warning of the Lord 

through the prophet Elijah. 2 Chronicles 21:15, 18, 19 
o His grandson, Ahaziah, reigned only 1 year and died prematurely. 2 Chronicles 22:2 
o His daughter-in-law, Athaliah, (Jezebel’s daughter whom Jehoshaphat chose for his son, 

  Jehoram), later usurped the throne of Judah and (after Ahaziah, his grandson, died)  
  murdered all his male children and grandchildren – save one, before being killed 
  herself. 

 
ii) Military 

• He partied with Ahab 2 Chronicles 18:2 who enticed him to form a league with him to retake 
Ramoth-Gilead. (Can you guess who was behind coaching Ahab’s dealings with Jehoshaphat?) 
o King Jehoshaphat unwisely agreed and unbelievably committed his whole people to 

fight in somebody else’s war. ...I am as you are, and my people as your people, we will join you 
in the war... 2 Chronicles 18:3. (Up to this time, God’s hand held down all the lands surrounding 
Judah ...so that they did not make war with Jehoshaphat 2 Chronicles 17:10). 

o Jehoshaphat initially responded religiously...first seek the counsel of the Lord...  
Despite the fact that God had decreed a death sentence on Ahab, he foolishly 
followed Ahab’s ridiculous suggestion to go into battle in royal robes in spite of 
prophet Micaiah’s warning of doom. The great battle at Ramoth-Gilead was a 
catastrophe. Only through the intervention of God did Jehoshaphat escape.  
Ahab was killed. 2 Corinthians 18:28-33 

• This foolish act so angered God who sent Jehu, the prophet, to rebuke him. 
        Should you help the wicked and love those who hate the Lord? Because of this, the wrath  
         of the Lord is upon you. 2 Chronicles 19:1 

o Did he take heed to the warning of Jehu?  
o He not only had no discernment to choose suitable friends, he also lacked wisdom to 

foresee the impact on his grandchildren. 
 

Application: 
• What can we learn from Jehoshaphat’s mistakes? 
o The close friends we choose are the seed bed for future relationships and they 

progress to be allies. In Jehoshaphat’s case, his short-sighted friendships became  
a trap for members of his family. 

o Jehoshaphat failed to honour God’s ways before his children when he exposed his 
children to Jezebel, the devil’s representative. Jezebel was a powerful worshipper  
of Baal. She trained her daughter in wickedness who in turn in controlled her son 
Ahaziah (Jehoshaphat’s grandson). Ahaziah’s mother encouraged him in wrongdoing.  
2 Chronicles 22:3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
o So, what’s wrong with alliances with ungodly people? 

...bad people corrupt good character... 1 Corinthians 15:33. God cares about your intimate circle, 
your bosom pals. You agree on most things and you feel safe opening your heart to 
each other. You may think, Wait a minute! I don’t want to start doubting my friends.  
Look at your friendships in the light of scripture. If you have ungodly friends in your 
inner circle, break them off. And always be alert to Satan’s attempts to put someone 
in your life who would draw you away from God’s ways. 

 
iii) Investments 

 Jehoshaphat’s commercial partnership showed that he did not learn from three prophets 
Micaiah, Jehu and Eliezer. Despite repeated warnings against being unequally yoked, he 
continued to partner with Ahaziah, Ahab’s son, to build a fleet of trading ships. ...as a dog 
returns to his vomit, so a fool repeats his folly...Proverbs 26:11. Again God sent another prophet Eliezer 
to warn him. ...The Lord will destroy what you have made... The ships were wrecked before they 
could set sail. 2 Chronicles 20:37 

 

3. How should we set an example and teach the next generation? 
a) Let go of friends who ceased to be fellow travellers 

•  It is not always easy to withdraw from toxic persons who would contaminate our values 
and walk with God. Learning to let go of relationships is such an important part of living in 
God’s will. Too often we hold on to people in our earlier friendships even though they 
have moved away from God. 
o Jehoshaphat played the fool by trying to travel two roads at the same time. On the 

one hand, he loved the Lord. On the other hand, he also formed ungodly alliances.  
Although Jehoshaphat followed the Lord and prayed well 2 Chronicles 20:5-12 yet his 

         close associations with Ahab exposed his children to Jezebel’s influence. 
 
b) Foresee the effect of our actions on the future generations. 

o Jehoshaphat’s alliance with Ahab led to long term consequences. The full impact of 
this flagrant act of disobedience was only felt many years later...when Athaliah...arose and 

  destroyed all the seed royal of the house of Judah... 2 Chronicles 22:10 almost obliterating the 
  Messianic line. Likewise, much spiritual harm can result from Christians marrying 

unbelievers. His son Jehoram became a follower of Ahab’s idolatry and died a 
painful death.  

o One bad choice impacts many generations in the future. 
• Can you guess why both Kings of Israel and Judah had the same name – Ahaziah? 

Who influenced who? This is the power of association or fellowship with the wrong 
fellow travellers. 

 
c) Build godly values into our children from young. 

o Parents must be keenly aware of the effect of other influences on our values and that 
of our children’s. Today’s exposure to worldly values also comes through the internet. 
Every Christian parent must take responsibility not only to learn spiritual wisdom for 
themselves, but also to inoculate their children and fellow travellers regarding the 
schemes of the devil. To be effective teachers of the values of God and of His Word, 
we need to impose age-appropriate boundaries in our home situations, instead of 
being careless about our children’s day to day lives. 

o Hebrew 5:16 warns us all not to wait until we are supposed to be teachers that we 
then start to re-learn the basics of godly living. Progress beyond being a milk drinker. 

 
Discussion 

• What do you observe from the life of Jehoshaphat’s actions that impacted his future 
generations? Pray for each other not to repeat Jehoshaphat’s mistakes. 

 
 
 


