
   Date               : 14 August 2022 
Theme           : Serving the Church and Family 
Topic       :  Serving with Love in the journey of faith 
Key Passage : Roman 12: 9-21 
Key Verses  :  Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good     Romans 12:9 

    
Introduction 
Last week we learned that in Romans 1-11, God has done everything for us to save us and set us free 
from condemnation. Beginning in Romans 12, we learn that there is an obligation on our part to 
serve the Lord as children of God in our covenant relationship with Him.  
God does not actually need our help. He gives us the privilege to participate in what He is doing on 
the planet earth. He sets us free from bondage of sins. He empowers us with gifts and abilities for 
His service in our journey of faith. We serve Him by serving people to advance His cause and 
accomplish His purposes. 
 
1. Why is Serving the Lord a privilege of the highest value?    

1) Serving is an Expression of your Gratitude 
Then the servant with the one bag of silver came and said, ‘Master, I knew you were a harsh 
man, harvesting crops you didn’t plant and gathering crops you didn’t cultivate       

               Matthew 25:24 (nasb) 

• The master has invested generously in his servants, but the response of the last servant is a 
failure to recognise his master’s generosity 

 
“She wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair ….  poured perfume on my feet. 
Therefore I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven – as her great love has shown. But 
whoever has been forgiven little loves little.”           Luke 7:44-47 (niv) 

• Through Jesus’ sacrifice of his life on the cross, we have received his gift of forgiveness, 
condemnation for all sin – past, present and future 

• We are redeemed through the blood of Jesus Christ with the forgiveness of sins; and 
adopted as children of God to be blessed with every spiritual blessing in Christ 

 
2) Serving is one of your Life Purposes 
 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 

advance for us to do                 Ephesians 2:10 

• We are not saved by serving, but we are saved for serving 

• Serving helps us discover our life purposes 

• Serving is the greatest measure of our greatness    Matthew 20:26-28 
 

3) Serving is an opportunity to Exercise your Faith 
 To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag, each 

according to his ability. The servant who received the five bags of silver began to invest the 
money and earned five more. 17 The servant with two bags of silver also went to work and 
earned two more         Matthew 25:15-17 

• You are each given a measure of faith      Romans 12:3 

• Discover and develop your gifts and talents that God has deposited in you 

• Attain the highest potential that God intends you to be 
 

 
 
 



4) Serving will always be Rewarded in measures that Outweigh your Sacrifice 
        “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few 

things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 
           Matthew 25:21 

• We are rewarded for serving – on earth and in heaven   Mark 10:29-30 

• God is always looking for opportunity to reward us    Matthew 10:42 
 

5) Serving Transforms your lives to be more like Jesus 
        “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord 

and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you 
an example that you should do as I have done for you.     John 13: 13-15 

• You can give without loving, but you cannot love without giving 

• Drawing upon the inexhaustible source of love from Jesus, we experience the joy as we 
learn to give to love others 

• Whoever refreshes others will be refreshed     Proverbs 11:25 

• Learning how to give generously and sacrificially makes you a more loving person like Jesus 
 

2.  How to practise love in serving one another? 
 

• The heart of serving is love 

Love the Lord with all our heart and with all our soul and with all our mind; and love our 
neighbour as ourselves        Matthew 22:37-39 
o We are bound by love in a life-long covenant relationship committed to serve one 

another 

o Serving out of gratitude and love to the Lord 

▪ not out of duty, not out of pressure or guilt 
 

• God has given us practical ways to conduct ourselves to love people  
 
1) Serving Attitude  

 
i. Sincere love (agape)   Romans 12:9 

• Love without hypocrisy 

• Not superficial but deep love that manifests itself in sacrificial service  

• Involves humility to meet someone’s needs 
Eg Jesus’ humbled Himself to wash His disciples’ dirty feet 

 
ii. A hatred of evil (lifestyle, values system, vulgar languages …..)   Romans 12:9 

• Feeling of disgust, detest 

• Let those who love the Lord hate evil     Psalm 97:10a 

• Hate the sin but love the sinner 
 

iii. A commitment to practise good       Romans 12:9 

• Ask the Lord to give us a heart that begins to see the world the way He sees it 
and feel the way He feels it  

 
2) Loving the Family of God (the Church) 

 
i. Serve by cherishing One Another       Romans 12:10 

• With authentic brotherly love (philadelphia)  

• By delight in honouring one another above yourselves 
 



ii. Serve with enthusiasm and diligence    Romans 12:11 

 – use of your God-given abilities and spiritual gifts 

•   CASE (Contribution, Acts of mercy, Service Ministries, Encouragement) 

•     PTL (Prophecy, Teaching, Leading) 
 

iii. Serve faithfully by persevering during trouble time     Romans 12:12 

• Keep on praying – seeking wisdom, guidance and strength 
• Constantly be joyful in your confident hope in Christ 

 
iv. Serve by helping those in need       Romans 12:13 

• Sharing with them and practice hospitality 
 

3)  Loving all People – Family of God and Others (outside the family of God) 
 

i. Serve by blessing difficult people who make trouble or harass you   Romans 12:14 

• Pray for them 

• Do not curse them or talk against them 
 

ii. Serve by identifying with people’s condition         Romans 12:15 

• Empathize with what others are going through 

• Paul had become all things to all people so that by all possible means he 
might save some                                1 Corinthians 9:22 

 
iii. Serve by living harmoniously with people  

• Without arguing, quarrelling and fighting  Romans 12:16 

• Not taking offence 

• Not be proud but willing to associate with people in low position 
 

4) Loving the Enemies 
 

• Overcome evil with good      Romans 12:21 
o Do your best what is right in the eyes of everyone Romans 12:17; 20 
o Do your best to live at peace with everyone                 Romans 12:18 
o Never revenge, leave room for God to judge  Romans 12:19 
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Applications: 

1) What is your main motivation to serve the Lord?  

2) Which areas would you want to serve with your God-given abilities and spiritual gifts? 

3) How would you handle offence in the course of your service to the Lord? 

 

 


