
Date     : 7 August 2022    

Theme : Serving the Church and Family 

Topic   : Serving the Church family 

Key passage  : Roman 12 : 1-18 
Key verse   : We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift 
                         is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. Romans 12:6 
 
Introduction 
Thank you for participating in last Sunday’s baptism. It was a beautiful day indeed – friends, 
food, fun and sun – all rolled into one memorable event! 
 

After baptism, we ask the question: Where do we go from here? How do we go about living 
out our covenant relationships with God and with one another in Christ’s church?  
 

This is what Romans Chapters 12-15 is all about – how God’s people, so generously graced 
by God ought to conduct themselves. In the preceding chapters of Romans 1-11,  

God had extended grace to us and God’s mercies are shown in making us the redeemed 
ones: 

• Our penalty of sin has been paid by Christ and we are justified in God’s sight. Romans 1-5 
o Instead of law of sin and death, we are now under grace 

• The gift of the Holy Spirit to live within us Romans 6-11 
o We identify with Christ and are adopted as sons. 
o We have assurance of standing in God’s election. 
o Nothing can separate us from God’s love. 
o We trust in God’s faithfulness 

 

In the light of God’s abundant mercies – our past is wiped clean, our present lavished with 
God’s grace to transform us and our future hope and inheritance sealed with the promised 
Holy Spirit, shouldn’t our lives reflect, with gratitude, our service to God and to one another in 
in the Body of Christ? 
 

1. How do we live out our covenant relationship with God? 

a) What is a covenant relationship with God? 

i)  A covenant requires a sacrifice. Jesus sacrificed His life on our behalf. He is the 

    Guarantor and Mediator of the new and better covenant and by His death, people from 

every nation, tongue and tribe can trust Jesus and partake in this covenant. 

ii) A covenant is relational and personal; like a marriage covenant where a husband and wife 

   choose to enter into a solemn relationship, binding themselves to one another in lifelong 

   faithfulness. 

iii) In our covenant relationship with God, God forgives our sins and gives us His 

empowering Spirit to help us in our journey of faith. On our part, we covenant to obey  

His Word, live righteously in community with His people and be co-labourers together in 

proclaiming God’s redemptive plan to the world. 

 

b) How should we respond to God’s grace? 
   ...in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – this is your 

    reasonable act of worship. Romans 12:1 

i)  Dedicate to God with thankfulness (a relationship word) 

• ...present your bodies...= present as a gift to a friend.  
Since Jesus presented His body as a sacrifice for us, would it not be reasonable to 
present our bodies to Jesus? We present to God our talents, gifts, abilities, desires 
and aspirations. It is an act of worship. 
 

We do so out of a heart of gratitude. That it was called ...most holy of the offerings... Leviticus 

2:3,10 shows the high regard God has of our thankfulness. 

• When we enter into this covenant relationship with God, there are obligations and 
responsibilities, both to God and fellow travellers in our journey of faith. 

 

 

 



 

ii) We are obligated to separate from the worldly way of thinking 
...do not conform to the pattern of this world... Romans 12:2 

• Not to allow the world to squeeze us into its mould. 

iii) We are to be transformed by the renewing of our mind  
...but be transformed by the renewing of your mind... Romans 12:2 

• Our thinking must change. 

 

c) What does God require to do? 
    ...Do not think of yourself more highly that you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgement,  

     in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. Romans 12:3 

i) We think in terms of our God given measure of faith Romans 12:3 

• God has given a measure of faith to every believer to operate His spiritual gift and 
calling. Spiritual giftedness does not equal spiritual maturity, hence the warning about 
pride. 

ii) We are to fulfil our role in the body Romans 12:4 

• God has assigned a specific function or role of service. Every one has at least one role 
to play in the church. There are no spectators in God’s Kingdom. 
o praxis = role = habit, practice 

      Example: Upon his conversion, Paul asked Jesus about his role:  
            ...Lord, what do you want me to do... Acts 9:6 KJV 

          do = ongoing habit, a process leading to an accomplishment, calling, assignment. 

iii) We are to unify and edify His church with our gifts 

• God arranges the gifts in the body to build up the church. His command in Romans 12:6 is 
whatever gift and role we are given, we must use it. 
 

2. What roles in the church can we play? 

a) Practical ministries C.A.S.E Romans 12:7,8 

• C ontribution 
   This is supporting financially to defray expenses of the church; it also covers giving in 

kind to meet a need, supporting the poor and needy in our midst. 

•  A cts of mercy 
o Aiding those in distress as in pain and sickness. Victims of disasters in areas struck 

by disasters, such as earthquakes. Nearer home, members in urgent need of help 
are served through home visitations to support those going through grief because of 
the lost of a loved one. 

• S ervice ministries 
           These ministries of a practical nature are commonly executed by deacons. 
           In BC, these would be:- 

         i) The Worship ministry for those with musical or vocal skills 
            (those with such skills should consider offering them to the Lord) 
        ii) The Media Ministry where some technical skills such as video recording, editing, 

              projection for visuals. Together with the Sound Team they prepare the worship 
              service. Without their preparatory work which starts long before service time,  
              we will not be able to carry out our worship service before the Lord. 
          iii) The Ushering and Greeting team marshals human traffic and welcomes members. 

        (Waiting at Table was one practical duty carried out in the early church. Godly men, like Stephen,  
          the first martyr served faithfully in this ministry). 

• E xhortation / Encouragement 
Everyone on his faith journey will face setbacks of one kind or another; bringing a word 
in season can spur one another to love and good works. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



c) How do we serve as ministers of God’s Word? P T L 

• Prophecy 
o This ministry involves telling forth a message from the Lord, such as preaching the 

gospel. It is not just church elders taking the pulpit ministry.  
It includes sharing the gospel in small groups or to individuals.  

o The Holy Spirit will inspire and direct us so that we can speak in a way that will bring 
understanding and conviction as we deliver the message. 

o This ministry is not about words but power and authority to touch hearts by God’s 
Presence (So in your preparation, pray for guidance from the Holy Spirit as you bring your subject 

matter before Him. Pray. Make it a habit). 

• Teaching: Teaching the Word of God is a primary function of any church. 
     Our current need is in Children’s CK ministry, Youth and Wave Riders as well as  

        Collegiate and NS group. Every one must be equipped to teach God’s Word wherever  
                he is – market place and home. 

• Leading 
     Moreover, you shall select from all the people able man, such as fear God, men of truth, hating 

      covetousness and place them to be rulers of thousands, hundred, fifties and tens. Exodus 18:21 
 

To lead means to stand before, to exercise initiative where a need is discerned. 

                   God looks for a man to stand in the gap. Ezekiel 22:30 

                   (Humility does not mean sitting back or that to be in a prominent position is pride) 

o Why was David singled out when his brothers were already veteran soldiers? 
o Why not follow Jesus’ action plan? He sent out the 12 and later the 70 with on-the-

job training. In BC context, doing small group evangelism automatically puts you on 
the leadership track. (Why wait and say you are waiting for the call when the Great Commission is 

already given?). 
o God’s special grace for unlikely leaders. 

  The Old Testament leaders like Moses, Gideon as well as Christ’s 12 disciples all started 
  as unknowns and unlikely leaders; but they were willing to play the roles God assigned to 
  them. Example, David started as a shepherd boy with a sling in his hand but ended with  
  a stirring epitaph carved in the pages of holy scriptures.  

     ...For when David had served God’s purpose in his own generation... Acts 13:36 

 

Application (tick right answer) 

• My part in my covenant relationship with the body of believers is 
       

     I will serve the ministry of my church by making use of my gifts and talents. 

 

              I will uphold the testimony of my church by attending faithfully and giving regularly 
              (as a part of the body of the church) 

 

• Share with your cell members what you feel God is stirring in your heart to do in BC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


