
Date     : 19 June 2022     

Theme : Living in the Spirit 

Topic   : Steps for judging prophecy 

Key passage : 2 Peter 1:18 to 2:3 

Key verse   : Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 
      whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out 
      into the world 1 John 4:1  
 
Introduction 
Whatever the Holy Spirit wants to manifest in the church of our Lord Jesus, Satan is there to 
counterfeit it, through ...false apostles, deceitful workers, fashioning themselves into apostles of Christ...  

2 Corinthians 11:13. It is therefore timely, in our series on Living in the Spirit, to learn today how to 
discern the Spirit of truth from the spirit of error, and to be protected from the latter. 
 
1a) What is biblical prophecy? 

• It can be fore-telling a future matter or forth-telling the mind and counsel of God;  
    both being revelations of the Holy Spirit. 

•  The source 

      Like all spiritual gifts, it is a manifestation of the Holy Spirit, given for the profit of all.  
         1 Corinthians 12:7 

o The gift of prophecy 1 Corinthians 12:10 is one of 9 primary gifts 1 Corinthians 12:8-11 
- Power gifts: faith, healing, miracles 
- Oral: tongues, interpretation of tongues, prophecy (TIP) 
- Revelatory: wisdom, knowledge, discernment of spirits 

 

b) 7 Reasons why prophecy must be taken seriously 2 Peter 1:19-21 

①Sure – bound to come to pass ...we have also a more sure word of prophecy...  2 Peter 1:19    

②Enlightening – showing what is ahead ...as a light shining in a dark place... 2 Peter 1:19 

     ③Revealed by the Holy Spirit verse 21 

  ④Interpretation – not one’s own opinions verse 20 

  ⑤Origin – not human ability verse 21 

    ⑥Utility – for edification, exhortation and control 1 Corinthians 14:3 

  ⑦Serious response required ...take heed... 2 Peter 1:19 (not to be despised, to be examined) 

 
2a) What is the context for prophecy to be judged? 

• Prophecy needs to be weighed in a community of trust. 
...let two or three prophets speak and let the others evaluate... 1 Corinthians 14:29 
o The act of sifting shows that perfection is not expected of those who practise this gift 

of prophecy among the small group of believers. 

• Rather, it suggests enormous trust among believers that prophecy is entirely for building 
up the church (community of believers). Therefore, as believers weigh what is prophesied, 
the prophecy which falls short should be discarded. Thus, believers must take 
responsibility for learning to discern prophecies. 

 

  b) What are the dangers? 

     i)  Sifting out the fakes  
      ...But there were also false prophets among the people, ...who will secretly bring in destructive  

      heresies ...many will follow their destructive ways... 2 Peter 2:1,2 

     ii)  Exposing man’s ideas 

      ...Knowing this first, that no prophecy is of any private interpretation... 2 Peter 1:21 
      (or private origin, own explanation. Private=idios; from which we get the word idiot = a person with  

              his own opinion). 

   iii) Unmasking false Christs and Satan as an angel of light. 
   For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, masquerading as apostles of Christ... Satan himself 

  masquerades as an angel of light... his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness...  
  2 Corinthians 11:13-15 

          

 

 



 

• Coning people with words and confusing with actions  
   ...coming in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. Matthew 7:15 

o How do we know them? 
                You shall know them by their fruits Matthew 7:16 

           Every good tree brings forth good fruit and a corrupt tree brings forth evil fruit Matthew 7:17 

                Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them. Matthew 7:20 

 

c) How do people who counterfeit this gift operate? 

Prophesying can be faked by those operating without the Holy Spirit 

•   Some ways of cold reading used in fortune telling (ie false prophecies) 
o Barnum effect (tendency for an individual to personalise a generalisation that could apply to anyone) 
o Identifying the psychological profile of the client (partially pin-pointing personality trait D.I.S.C) 
o Observing physical features and micro expression (touch, sight, hearing, clothes, posture) 
o Accessing specific information (listening to words spoken by inquirer) 
o Loading the language (statements that can be interpreted many ways) 
o Educated guess (knowing percentages) 

 

3. How do we move biblically in this gift of Prophecy? 
 

a) Set aside time to communicate with the Holy Spirit 

• Act in faith and keep on asking  
o Our faith must be based on what God has promised in His Word. The Lord Jesus, 

  as our Leader, expresses a personal intimacy between Himself and His sheep 
  who know and recognise their Shepherd’s voice ...My sheep hear My voice... John 10:27.   

  When you read the bible, practise daily to listen with obedient attention to your  
  Shepherd. 

• Learn from servants of God, examples: 
o Paul had visions (before they started out)  

...I perceive that this voyage will end with disaster... Acts 27:10 
o Ananias ...the Lord called to him in a vision, Ananias... Acts 9:10 (to look for Saul at a particular address) 
o King David who often inquired of the Lord for guidance. 

 
b) Observe the guidelines when exercising this gift of Prophecy 

...Beloved do not believe every spirit but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false 
prophets have gone out into the world... 1 John 4: 1 (NKJV) 

Prophesying must comply with the following criteria. 
i)  Glorifies Jesus (not for self-glory) ...He shall glorify me... John 16:4 
ii) Aligns with God’s Word and will ...for prophecy came not in old time by the will of man but  

         men spoke from God, as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1:21 

o The promptings of the Spirit, glorify God, according to His Word. He brings Jesus’ 
teachings to our memories. He glorifies the Saviour and pours into our hearts a 
profound sense of the love of God. 

iii) Edifies the church / persons.  

• Produces liberty, not fear Romans 8:15 
o Not manipulative ...where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom... 2 Corinthians 3:17  

• Does not divide the church (church members remain in covenant relationships after the prophecy). 
   

c) Who judges the Prophetic content? 

  a) The person giving the prophecy (1st level) 

      ...the spirits of prophets are subject to the control of prophets... 1 Corinthians 14:32 

• This means the person prophesying cannot say, The Spirit made me do it. 
o The Spirit of God does not overrule the will of man. The person cannot blame the Holy 

Spirit for forcing him to say things in an inappropriate manner. We are responsible for 
what we say and do. (This self-examination should take place before the person, who receives what 

he believes to be a word from God, gives the prophecy). 

     

 

 



  b) Others who give prophetic voices (2nd level) 

• In the context of prophetic ministry, the prophets should serve as a check and balance to 
each other...let two or three prophets speak, and let the others judge... 1 Corinthians 14:29. 

    c) The leadership of the church (3rd level) 

• The Senior Pastor and elders have a God-given responsibility for the oversight of the 
flock Acts 20:28-31. They also have insight into the appropriateness of the prophetic word for 
the congregation. 

• In a community of shepherding love for the flock and reciprocal trust by the members,  
we receive whatever correction they may want to give us with a good spirit. 

    

Application  

1. Review the 3 groups of spiritual gifts 1 Corinthians 12:7-11 

 

(Choose the right word for each group: power, motivational, love, hope, oral, revelatory) 

 

2. Why should we desire the gift of prophecy? 

3. Give reasons why we should take prophecies seriously. 
4. What are guidelines for judging prophecies? 
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_______________ gifts 

• Word of knowledge 

• Word of wisdom 

• Discerning of spirits 

_______________ gifts (TIP) 

• Tongues 

• Interpretation of tongues 

• Prophecy 

_______________ gifts  

• Faith 

• Healing gift 

• Working of Miracles 


