
Date  : 15 May 2022 

Theme : Living in the Spirit 
Topic : Empowered by gifts of the Holy Spirit for service 

Passage : 1 Corinthians 12: 1-11 

Key verse :  “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant”

 1Corinthians 12:1 (NKJV) 

 
Introduction 

 
During the Depression of the 1930’s, Ira Yates struggled to operate his ranch and 
lived like a pauper, until he discovered oil on his land. The day he bought the field he 
owned the oil and mineral rights, yet because he did not recognise the value of the 
estate he owned, the ‘millionaire’ lived in poverty on government assistance. 

The Apostle Paul tells us: “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be 

ignorant” (1Corinthians 12:1).  

Believers must not remain ignorant of gifts of the Holy Spirit, their proper use and their 
purpose. To be ignorant about spiritual wealth and not use them is to live as spiritual 
paupers. Lack of desire or interest in the gifts could arise from lack of understanding 
on how to download their application.  

The Holy Spirit gives gifts to every believer who desires and asks for them. 
He wants us to be informed about, and operate effectively in the gifts. In fact Paul 
says to desire spiritual gifts (1Corinthians 14:1). 

God wants every believer to manifest the life and power of the Holy Spirit in order to 
demonstrate the power of the gospel. To manifest is to make visible the supernatural 
activity of the Spirit. 
 
What are the gifts of the Holy Spirit and what is the purpose for God to give believers 
these supernatural gifts? How can the believer exercise these gifts? 
 

1.  What are gifts of the Holy Spirit for? 
 
The gifts of the Spirit are supernatural, and constitute unique abilities given to Spirit 
filled believers. 
 
a) What are the gifts of the Holy Spirit? 
 

• 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 highlights 9 spiritual gifts 
  
- These can be classified under 3 categories: 
 
(i)  Revelation: knowledge, wisdom, discerning of spirits 

 (ii) Utterance: prophesy, tongues, and interpretation of tongues  
 (iii) Power: faith, healing, and miracles 
 
 
 
 
 



b) Spiritual gifts are given: 
 

• For effectiveness in our witness of Jesus 
 
The book of Acts records how the early church started through the empowerment of 
the Holy Spirit. The church grew exponentially (Acts 2:41; Acts 4:4). The Lord added 
“…to the church daily those who were being saved.” (Acts 2:47) 

 
What they started, continued for the past two millenniums, and today, we must 
continue this work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 

 

• For edification of the church 
“… the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all”  
 1 Corinthians 12:7 

 
Gifts are given to believers by the Holy Spirit for the common good. The purpose is to 
build up the church and fellow believers. 

 

• For the believer in the service of ministering to one another 
“As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God.” 1 Peter 4:10  
   

The Holy Spirit distributes the gifts to each believer as He wills. He spreads the gifts 
so that we can complement one another. 
 
Believers are obligated to use our gifts 

Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them… in proportion to our 
faith.”  Romans 12:6 (RSV) 

 

 
2. What the revelation gifts look like and how to move in these gifts  
 
Some examples on the operation of the revelation gifts: 
 
a) Word of knowledge 

• Given the knowledge about something that you have no ability or means of 
knowing 

 
Examples: 

 
o Elisha knew of Gehazi’s greed in 2 Kings 5:26 

Then he said to him, “Did not my heart go with you when the man turned back from his 
chariot to meet you? Is it time to receive money and to receive clothing, olive groves and 
vineyards, sheep and oxen, male and female servants? 

 
o Peter knew of Ananias & Sapphira’s lie about giving everything to God after 

selling their property (Acts 5:3,9) 

 

• How to receive the word of knowledge 
✓ may come as a spontaneous picture, an image or impression 
o Paul heals the lame man (Acts 14:8-10) 

- Paul perceived that the man had faith to be healed, and spoke a command to 
him and a miracle of healing manifested  
- Revelation + Words spoken brought healing 
 



✓ a flow of thoughts, or an inner ‘knowing’ 
 

✓ as a dream or vision 
o Ananias the disciple at Damascus (Acts 9:10-18) 

 - Ananias received a word of knowledge through a vision and heard the Lord 
spoke to him 
- He acted on the word given and heals Saul (Paul)  
- Revelation + Words spoken + Active faith resulted in the restoration and 
healing of Saul’s sight, and his immediate baptism  
 

✓ sudden insight about sickness, bondage or problems 
o Case of a word to a stranger at Chinatown; it opened his heart to receive prayer 

and his receptivity to come to church  
 

➢ How a beginner moves in this gift? 
o My experience when I first started.  

 
 

b) Word of wisdom 

• Given the ability to answer or to provide the solution in the will of God for a 
specific situation. Often it is used in conjunction with the application of the word 
of knowledge given. 
 

Examples: 
 

o Philip and the Ethiopian 
- Philip the evangelist heeded the Holy Spirit’s instruction to go south to the 
desert road, and then to “Go to that chariot and stay near it” (Acts 8:29). 

- Upon observing what was going on, he knew what to say to get him invited to 
speak with the Ethiopian eunuch. He then revealed the gospel truth, leading to 
his baptism (Acts 8:38). 
 

o In Acts 15:13-21 we see how James applied the gift of wisdom in resolving a 
conflict in the church  

 

• How to receive the word of wisdom 
✓ By the Spirit speaking within  
o As in Paul when making plans on his missionary trips (Acts 20:22-24) 

 
✓ As a revealed application of Scripture (in decision making) 

 
✓ By an audible voice of an angel  
o As in Paul who heard an angel of God saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must be 

brought before Caesar; and indeed God has granted you all those who sail with 
you.’  Therefore take heart, men, for I believe God that it will be just as it was told 
me. (Acts 21:23-25) 

 

✓ Dreams and Visions 
o The Lord gave Paul a dream on the decision to stay on to speak and teach the 

word to the church at Corinth, and he stayed there for a year and six months.  
(Acts 18:9-10) 
 
 

 



c) Discerning of spirits 

• Given the ability to see evil spirits operating in someone’s life. 
- The Holy Spirit exposes the evil spirits so that the person can experience a 
breakthrough from bondage. 
 

• Given the ability to recognize whether or not something is truly from God or in 
accordance with righteousness. 

o Paul revealed the servants of Satan (Acts 13:6-12) 
- When Paul and Barnabas were witnessing to the proconsul Sergius Paulus, 
Elymas the sorcerer tried to obstruct their witness of Jesus. Paul immediately 
recognised the spirit at worked and rebuke it and the sorcerer was blinded. The 
proconsul saw what took place and became a believer.  
 

• How to operate in the gift of discerning of spirits 
 

✓ Cultivate the gift by constant use  
- Train to distinguish good from evil (Hebrews 5:14) 

 

✓ Test the spirits (1 John 4:1-3)  
- examine the fruit (Matthew 7:16-20) 
“Therefore by their fruits you will know them.”  Matthew 7:20 

 
✓ In the case of deliverance, it’s always the work of the Holy Spirit  

 - So we must exercise in the Name of Jesus 
 

o My first experience delivering a demonised person 
- Faith + Revelation words spoken brought deliverance to the oppressed 

 
Response 

➢ A word of edification for the church and a call to respond 
Believers are responsible for exercising the gifts 
Jesus said, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as 

Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.”  John 7:37-38 

- Ask…Seek…Knock & desire the gifts 

- stir up the gifts & operate in the gifts 

Application 
 
1. Have you been filled with the Holy Spirit? 
Paul asked the same question to the disciples at Ephesus (Acts 19:2,6) 
 
2. 1 Corinthians 14:1 says “…desire spiritual gifts…”.  Which spiritual gifts would you 
desire? ASK 
 
3. In your small group, share the spiritual gifts if you are already operating in. 


