
Date     : 8 May 2022 

Theme   : Living in the Spirit 

Topic     : The Day the Holy Spirit came 

Key Passage : Acts 2:1 - 4 
Key verse  : All of them (disciples) were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
     other tongues as the Spirit enabled them Acts 2:4   
    ...amazed and perplexed, they (the crowd) asked one another, what does 
    this mean? Acts 2:12 

 

Introduction 

• The Holy Spirit is the Father’s gift to followers of Jesus Christ. In the Father’s estimation, 
this is a good gift He is eager to give Luke 11:13. Our Lord Jesus, said we must ask to 
receive. He described God’s eagerness as how much more than an earthly father’s  
eagerness in giving good gifts to his children. 

•   It has been a long time since He planned it. In fact, 1,500 BC, God had appointed seven 
festivals (outlined in Leviticus 23) Israel must observe to point them to the coming of the 
Messiah and His Holy Spirit. The three closely related feasts were: 
 

   Festivals in Old Testament      Fulfilment in New Testament 

 

 

1. The giving of the Holy Spirit - When, where and who 

When  
On the day of Pentecost (50 days after Resurrection, exactly on the appointed day) 31 A.D.  
First day of the week. God gave His Spirit. It took place exactly on the day as given in the 

Old Testament – that day called the Feast of Weeks or 7 weeks, meaning 49 days after the 

day appointed for the Feast of First Fruits, the appointed day of Jesus’ Resurrection. Time: 

9am in the morning when the disciples were waiting in prayer  
 ...wait for the gift My Father promised...you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit... Acts 1:6. 

 
Where – Jerusalem.  
God had appointed this place as the starting point, where the temple was built. 2,000 BC 
this location was set up by God for Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac. 1000 BC, God had 
appointed the same place for Solomon to build the temple, the place at which God would 
manifest His presence. The temple area is a large open space where the disciples gathered 
to pray. 
 

 
 
 
 

o Passover Feast. 

 The angel of death passed over those who had 

the blood of the lamb on their door posts. This 

feast was instituted to foreshadow the sacrifice 

of Jesus. The prophet Daniel gave the year the 

Messiah would die. 

 

o  The Feast of First Fruits.  

   God’s people offering their first fruits to God, 

   celebrated 3 days after Passover, foreshadows 

   the first resurrection of Jesus. 

 

o The Feast of Weeks. 

Observed 50 days after Feast of First Fruits;  

is also called Pentecost (Greek for 50). It 

foreshadows the day when God would send  

His Holy Spirit. The prophet Joel reiterated this 

event. 

 

 

  

  

 

 

o  On the exact year, day and time Matthew 27:45. 

 Jesus, the Passover Lamb, was crucified for  

 our sins. 

  

 

 

 

 

o  Christ’ Resurrection – He rose as the First Fruit 

 among the dead. Exactly as prophesized, Jesus  

 rose 3 days after His death. 

 

 

o  Pentecost – Sending of the Holy Spirit AD 31. 

 50 days after Jesus’ Resurrection, the apostle Peter  

 quoted prophet Joel that God had fulfilled His promise  

 to pour out His Spirit in the last days Joel 2:28. On the 

 exact day of the Feast of Weeks, the Holy Spirit  

 arrived.  

 

 



 
Who 
The first church of 120 believers Acts 1:15 were gathered to be the pioneer group to receive 
the Holy Spirit. Besides them were also thousands of worshippers from all over the world. 
Some were Jews, local and global. Others were proselytes – non-Jews from other religions 
converted to Judaism. These foreigners, Jews and non-Jews, were not proficient in Hebrew. 
Most of them spoke the language of the land from which they had come. Most would know 
some Greek but not Hebrew. 

 
2. The Day the Holy Spirit came, He punctuated His arrival with visible signs  

a) He announced His arrival loudly 

• 9am in the morning, suddenly (sudden loud sound, audible to all in Jerusalem).  

• The sound was sent from heaven – the place of God, not of this world. 

• He came forcefully, with a mighty wind rushing through the house of the temple mount. 
 Acts 2:2 KJV (sound of rushing air shaking everything in its path, like typhoon, straining to get past). 

• The disciples were seated when the violent wind came rushing through so they were not 
blown off! (The house where they were sitting was the temple. The temple is frequently called the house 

in the Old Testament 2 Samuel 7:5. Even in Acts 7:47, the temple is called the house).   
o  The Lord Jesus taught that wind was a metaphor to describe the Holy Spirit’s 

presence. (Compare this to the life-giving breath of the Spirit, bringing dry bones to life ...Thus says 

the Lord God...breathe on these slain, that they may live... Ezekiel 37:9). 

•  Image of fire ...saw what seemed to be tongues of fire... Acts 2:3 KJV 
o John the Baptist had said that Jesus would baptise with fire. Matthew 3:11 

(This sign of tongues, like as fire, was just for the inauguration. Compare this with God’s personal 
visitation at Mount Sinai in the days of Moses 1500 BC. The whole mountain was on fire but no one was 
allowed to come near. But note the difference; this gift of the Holy Spirit is for us to experience the close 
relationship God wants with us. Isaiah exclaimed how his unclean lips were purified with the coal 

burning fire!). 

 

b) Why so much fanfare to announce the Holy Spirit’s coming? 

 God the Father and God the Son want to make a strong statement about God the  

     Holy Spirit. 

• That the Holy Spirit must be treated with great reverence and respect. Jesus said that 
offence we commit against Him would be forgiven but not if against the Holy Spirit. 
o The Father and the Son want us to hold Him in the highest esteem. Just because He 

is here as our Helper does not mean He is our Servant to take care of us; He must be 
obeyed with the same respect given to Jesus and the Father. 

o Treating Him irreverently can lead to sharp rebuke or death as in the case of Ananias 
and Saphira. Just because a Christian gives sacrificially does not exempt him from 
punishment for treating the Holy Spirit without respect ...Ananias, how is it that Satan has so 

filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit?... Acts 5:3 

•  The Holy Spirit will be the One to transform our image into the image of Jesus. 

• He will be with us forever, starting here and now. He is the God of the present. 
o We cannot make our journey of faith without Him. We must be conscious of His 

presence. We have to depend on Him for everything. 
o He manifests His presence through us when we operate with His wonderful gifts. 

• Through the Spirit the Kingdom of Heaven in the church is birthed. Matthew 16:19 
The Kingdom of God is now established on the earth. Matthew 6:10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

c) The Day the Holy Spirit came, the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit. 

• Acts 2 is about bringing the good news of the Kingdom of God to people, in place of the 
traditions of religion and culture that people have been born into. 
o However, there are two barriers. One is that the early disciples who were 

commissioned by the Lord Jesus were simple fishermen. At the time they were 
commissioned, they were about to lose their leader. Seems like a case of work given, 
power withdrawn; battle beginning, conquering captain leaving. 

o Second problem is that the people the disciples would be sent would not only reject 
 the good news (that was really new) but they had also put the Messenger to death. There 
 seems a powerful impulse within men to reject the truths of God. This impulse makes 
 us comfortable with the old and unwilling to face up to the new. 
o These two unsurmountable barriers made it impossible for the disciples to carry out 

 their commission. To proclaim the good news, they had to come against the imperial 
 power of Rome, the perceived wisdom of Greek culture and the fierce uncertainties  
  of lands in the uttermost parts of the world. 

• How would disciples of Jesus obey their Master’s commission to spread the good news 
in the face of great obstacles and minimal resources? 

• Thus, the Holy Spirit has been given: 
o to be our Comforter, Helper. Christ’ disciples down the ages will be equal to the task 

God has committed to our trust. 
o our Advocate so we know how to answer before authorities and power. 
o to convict men of sin that none can be saved because all men are guilty before God. 
o to convince men that Jesus, the Righteous One, died for sins, and that sins are 

forgiven for those who believe in Him. 
o to work signs and miracles that will cause men to tremble by His deeds of power and 

bear witness to the Lord Jesus; that the world has put to death the incarnate Son of 
God. 

o to baptise believers into the Body of Christ (local church) so that every disciple has fellow 
travellers to begin and continue on with them in the journey of faith. 

 
d) Pentecost is to be a time of unity - one Body but many members. 

• At first there was only one flame which then divided to hover over every one in the whole 
house. (This shows that the Holy Spirit indwells us corporately and individually).  

• The Holy Spirit assigns every one of us in the Body of Christ – the church. 

• All disciples present were filled with the Holy Spirit 
o They received the gift of known languages, activated and spoken aloud by them. Acts 2:4 
o This shows that all believers can receive the infilling of the Holy Spirit, not just a select 

few; and every one can receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit’s manifestation as well.  
 
3. What is the primary purpose for giving the Holy Spirit? 
 God’s primary purpose is to build His Kingdom. 
a) Jesus requires that His Kingdom take the highest priority in our time, resources and life. 
 The last question posed by the disciples, before Jesus’ ascension was ...Lord, will you at this 

time restore again the Kingdom to Israel? Acts 1:6 The final word from Jesus was to focus on the 
Kingdom of God, not the kingdom of Israel. So Jesus began with the word ...but... which 
implies not the kingdom of Israel but the Kingdom of God. ...but you shall receive power... Act 1:8 

• God’s Kingdom is made up of redeemed ones gathered as His Body. 
Jesus said I will build My church... Matthew 16:18 

• God values people, every race. 
o Citizenship growth rate is important to complete His Kingdom 

• Do numbers matter to God? 
We often hear Christians asking: Are we playing the numbers’ game? with regards  
to setting goals to share the gospel. 
 
 
 



 
o In fact, God started counting from Day One the Holy Spirit came:  

   from 120 to 3,000 after one man’s first message Acts 1:15, 2:41 

   3,000 to 5,000 Acts 2:41, 4:4 

   5,000 to 2 billion worldwide who name the Name of Christ, until ultimately... 
     ...a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language,  
       standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. Revelation 7:9 

 

b) Inclusiveness – God’s Kingdom citizens will come from all ethnic groups 

• Ultimately people from every tribe and nation will included Galatians 3:28, Revelation 7:9-10  
(Were there coloured people in Jerusalem in AD 31? Plenty – in fact the majority). 
 

This was why all the 120 believers present were filled and given the gift of a known 
language so that it was not just Peter who preached the gospel. All the 120 believers 
spoke the good news in the languages given to them. 15 nations were named Acts 2:9-11, 
so each one of the 120 would have received several different languages. The infilling was 
not for just the apostles, it was for every one because every one had been commissioned 
to preach the gospel. 

• (My personal experiences: 
As a new Christian in my 20’s on a mission trip to Japan, I had asked God for the privilege of reaching 
across ethnic lines. 
o God answered my prayers. 4 Japanese university students believed. Every tribe and nation should be 

the desire of every Christian who wants to feel the heart of God. 
o My next aspiration in my 30’s was to bring the gospel to China. But I could not speak Mandarin so I ask 

the Holy Spirit’s help. My first message in Mandarin was unintelligible to the Chinese congregation. 
However, with the Holy Spirit’s help, I made progress). 

• God gives Holy Spirit power for us to go to the nations, particularly those yet unreached. 

    So from the first day, the giving of the Holy Spirit is for worldwide missions. 

 

Application 

1. The most significant sign that you are filled with the Holy Spirit Power is the desire and  

the number of people you have brought to Jesus and to produce faithful followers of Jesus.  

(Not how many gifts you possess). Numbers matter to God ...My house will be full. Luke 14:23. 

     He wants the greatest number snatched out of hell fire to populate heaven.  

     How do you think you will share God’s heartbeat in this venture? 

 

2. All those present were filled and participated in sharing the good news. What do you think  

    of God’s plan for all believers to do the same? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


