
Date     : 24 April 2022 

Theme   : Living in the Spirit 

Topic     : How precious is the gift of the Holy Spirit? 

Key passage :  Luke 11:9-13 

Key verse  : If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
    how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those 
    who ask Him! Luke 11:13 

 
Introduction 
Last week’s Resurrection Sunday was a celebration of the greatest miracle in all history: 
Jesus Christ is alive! After 40 days with His disciples, Jesus ascended to heaven, received  
by the Father ...God has raised this Jesus to life...Exalted to the right hand of God, He has received from the 

Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear Acts 2:32,33. 
 

Jesus exalted and glorified  
Having exalted Jesus, the Father gave the promised Holy Spirit. Jesus had instructed the 
disciples to prepare for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon His disciples 10 days after His 
ascension.  Filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter preached his first message with astonishing 
results – 3,000 conversions. The age of the Spirit has come; the Holy Spirit is still with us to 
enable us to do the same miracles done by the early church. 
 

The Holy Spirit is God’s gift 
...how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him... Luke 11:13. 

• God is eager  
o He is waiting to give us this gift of the Holy Spirit 

  (God’s gifts are the very best, much better than the gifts of earthly fathers’). 

• The condition  
o  In order to receive God’s good gift of His Spirit we must ask Him for it.  

  (valuable gifts are only appreciated by those who value them). 

• God is a how much more Giver 
o God gives much more readily than earthly fathers. 

  (when the Holy Spirit is received, He in turn unpacks supernatural gifts).   
 

Unfortunately, why is it we still hear many Christians complaining they do not get this gift? 
Why do His children think the Heavenly Father is stingy? Others complain it is both difficult to 
get and keep the Holy Spirit. Jesus’ generous promises about the Holy Spirit seems quite the 
opposite to the way Christians experience it.  Why do Christians have a problem receiving 
the Holy Spirit. Is it out of ignorance or unbelief? 
 

1. Is there a problem of unbelief? 

    Many Christians struggle with the supernatural realms to receive the Holy Spirit’s infilling.  
  

 Today, we encounter scammers at every turn; could it be that it has a trickle-down effect 
 on how we receive the truths of the Christian faith. Not surprising, therefore, for believers 
 to celebrate Easter last weekend, yet fail to take the facts of the Resurrection literally. 
a) We face a seeing-is-believing Thomas’ problem ...unless I see those wounds myself, and 

 actually insert my hand into his speared side, I will not believe... John 20:25. 
o On the surface, Thomas’ demand seems reasonable. But seeing before believing is 

 not evidence-based faith. What kind of evidence does the world consider sufficient 
 foundation to accept truth? 
 -  the court of law accepts eye witness evidence 
 -  historians accept other eye witness records 
 -  scientists accept as scientific fact based, not on seeing but, on supporting  
    evidences, for example, what Watson and Crick have discovered about DNA  
    even if they have not seen a DNA strand themselves. 

√ Thomas had the testimonies of many friends whom he had known for at least  
   3 years; who were present when Jesus appeared to them, but he steadfastly 
   refused to believe.  
 
 



     √ Did not Thomas hear Jesus Himself foretelling on many occasions that He would die 
         and then rise to life?  

         √ Jesus had to call out his unreasonable doubt and unbelief...stop doubting and believe... John 20:27 

o Instead Jesus wanted Thomas to believe His word first, in order to see. 
b) Have you missed the blessing through unbelief? 

...blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed... John 20.:29 

o Since Jesus has ascended to heaven, we cannot see the risen Jesus personally, as 
Thomas did. But the apostle Peter, even though he saw the Lord during the 40 days, 
has this to say ...we were with Him on the sacred mountain, and we have the word of the prophets 

made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it.... 2 Peter 1:18,19. Peter’s message is 
simply to rely on the word of God; it is more certain than seeing. 

o Daniel demonstrated power through faith in God’s Word. 
 When Daniel read prophet Jeremiah’s prophecy that their exile would last 70 years 

Jeremiah 25:11-12; 29:10 and that God would bring His people home, Daniel began to pray  
 for the fulfilment of the restoration of God’s people to their land. Daniel 9. 
 

 Daniel is an example of God’s faithful servant who tasted the goodness of God’s 
Word and lived on the supernatural plane. His prayers give us a terrific insight into 
what our prayers can do to disclose God’s plan for the ages. When Daniel started to 
pray, it seemed to set all heaven in motion – both the angels of God and demons of 
Satan. On this supernatural plane, Daniel’s 21 days of fasting and prayers legalised 
God’s angels to win the battle in the spiritual realm. Daniel 10:12-14.  

c) Has unbelief robbed you of tasting the powers of the coming age? 
    ...For those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the 

Holy Spirit, who have tasted the goodness of the Word of God and the powers of the coming age... 
 Hebrews 6:4,5 

   As believers, we can presently taste supernatural powers that belong to those in heaven 
   (the coming age) 

o we have been enlightened 
o tasted the heavenly gift (eternal life in Jesus) 
o shared in the Holy Spirit (partakers of the Holy Spirit) 
o tasted the goodness of God’s Word (God’s Word is living and real to us) 
o tasted the powers of the coming age (know a little bit of the next life even during this life). 

 

2. Trust the Holy Spirit to perform 5 main functions in our lives. 
 

a) He lifts us up to live on the supernatural plane 

• When the Holy Spirit descended on the day of Pentecost, the disciples (not just the 

apostles) operated on a supernatural plane as they: 
o Prayed with supernatural faith (the place was shaken). 
o Preached with supernatural power (thousands repented). 
o Were protected supernaturally (prison could not hold Peter). 
o Guided supernaturally (Paul was directed to Europe which turned out to be strategic in  

taking the gospel to the world). 
o Transported supernaturally (busy, Philip the evangelist got back to his original duties). 

• New believers moved supernaturally and regular miracles were not considered extra-
ordinary. God did extra-ordinary miracles through Paul whose handkerchiefs and 
aprons healed the sick. Acts 19:11 

• Paul himself had his blindness healed by Ananias (a disciple, not an apostle, in Damascus Acts 

9:10), whose supernatural work of healing was just as the Lord Jesus had promised. 
...these signs will follow those who believe: In my Name they will cast out demons... Mark 16:17  
... And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word 
through the accompanying signs. Mark 16:20 

o Acts in the bible catalogues the supernatural acts of the early church as the disciple’s 
normal life. Today, we are expected to do the same. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



b) He pours out God’s love into our hearts 

• The Lord Jesus said the Holy Spirit ...will take of what is Mine and declare it to you... John 16:14.  
Through His Spirit Jesus gives to us His love for the undeserving. ...But God demonstrates 

His own love (agape) for us in that: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us Romans 5:8. God’s 
agape love is self-giving. The Holy Spirit pours this love of Jesus into our hearts. Romans 

5:5. When we receive it for ourselves, we sense God’s great love for us. 

• This outpoured love enlarges our capacity to love others for whom Christ died. God’s 
abundant love flowing into our hearts is not only for us to feel loved, but also to love 
others. (Sometimes when people feel the touch of His love, tearing is a common response). 

c) The Holy Spirit helps in our prayers 

•  He helps us pray prayers that align with God’s will, and  guides us how to pray when  
  we do not know how...He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God! Roman 8:27 

• He intercedes, pleading on our behalf, when we are weak or when we fall short 
in our conduct, failing to walk worthy of the Lord. ...the Spirit also helps in our weakness. For we 

do not know what we should pray for as we ought but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot be uttered. Romans 8:26 

• He helps by giving each one of us a new prayer language. This unknown language  
1 Corinthians 14:2 is used to speak to God, not men; by so doing we edify our spirit 
man. 1 Corinthians 14:4. 

d) He imparts life and health 

• Both life and health can be supernaturally given by the Holy Spirit Himself. 

• The Lord Jesus said ...I have come that they may have life, and have it more abundantly John 10:10. 
This life and health is given through His Spirit.  But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the 

dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through 

His Spirit, who dwells in you. Romans 8:11. The Spirit, who raised Jesus from the dead and who 
dwells in us, imparts to our mortal bodies the same resurrected life which Jesus 
received. Our outward man may be aging but our inward man is renewed every day by 
Jesus’ resurrected life in us. Therefore, we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is 

perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. 2 Corinthians 4:16 
o The abundant life Jesus spoke about is also in relation to our bodies, the blessings 

on this side of heaven. Of course, we will enjoy abundant life fully in heaven; but now 
we can experience part of it. 

e) He reveals God’s truths to us 

• The Holy Spirit takes the things of Christ and makes them known to us. He reveals His 
glory, character, greatness, promises, values etc to us. He will glorify Me, for He will take what 

is Mine and declare it to you... All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of 
Mine and declare it to you. John 16: 14, 15 

• As the Author of the Word of God, the Spirit is the best Revealer of the truths in God’s 
Word. The bible writers wrote as they were moved by the Holy Spirit, and the 
interpretation thereof is not an individual’s opinion. The Holy Spirit alone has the correct 
interpretation. We must always ask Him to reveal to us the truths of Scriptures. 
o When we store up the Word in our hearts, He will help us recall the Scriptures to 

spiritually discern spiritual truths. (our natural man does not naturally receive the things of the 

Spirit). 1 Corinthians 2:14   
o Therefore the Holy Spirit is the only one to open our eyes to see wondrous things out 

of His Word. Didn’t the disciples on the road to Emmaus say ...Did not our hearts burn 

within us while He talked with us on the road, and while He opened the Scriptures to us?...  Luke 24:32 
 

Application 

•  Based on Luke 11:13, what is God’s condition for receiving the Holy Spirit? 

•  Have you received the infilling of the Holy Spirit? 
 If not yet, what could be the reason? 
 If you think it is unbelief, share this with your leader. 


