
Date  : 20 March 2022 

Theme : Living in the Spirit 
Topic : Enabled by the power of the Holy Spirit 

Passage : Acts 1: 4-8 

Key verse :  “…you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;..”.

 Acts 1:8 (NKJV) 
 

Introduction 

Great power is needed to propel a ship or take an aircraft to overcome the force of 
gravity, or to generate electricity to light up a city. But nothing compares to the 
enormous power of the Holy Spirit who was there at the point of our Creation. He 
has made His power available to believers for the purpose of His will and for our 
victorious Christian living, but many are either indifferent or ignorant of this and 
hence do not walk that fulfilled life. 

There’s power in the resurrection of Christ (and also a lot of power needed for the 
conversion of a soul). The miracle of the Resurrection of Jesus was thought to be a 
hoax (conspiracy) by both the Romans and the Jewish religious leaders, and sadly, 
even by some of Jesus’ disciples… that’s why Jesus rebuked them on the road to 
Emmaus in Luke 24:25-26.   

Jesus said He will ask the Father and send the Holy Spirit, that:  
“… It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to 

you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you.”  John 16:7 

So we need the Holy Spirit. 
 
1. What do we need to KNOW about the Holy Spirit? 

a) What scripture tells us about the Holy Spirit 
From Genesis to Revelation 

• The first time He was mentioned is at the second verse of Genesis 1; absolute 
power displayed at Creation 
 

• He empowered men to bring about God’s will, for eg the Spirit of God came 
upon David  (1 Samuel 16:13) 

• We are totally dependent on Him  

Jesus said we need to be born again of the Spirit 
5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God” John 3:5 

 

• Revelations 22:17 speaks of the Spirit as the One who invites us to “Come!” 
 

 
b) What Jesus said about the Holy Spirit 

• Jesus introduced the Spirit as the Helper (John 16:7) 
From what Jesus said, it is imperative that we need the Holy Spirit 
 



• The Teacher who will make plain everything that Jesus has taught 
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach 
you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.  John 14:26 

 
 
c) What Jesus taught about the Holy Spirit before His ascension 
 

• He is the Promise of the Father 
“… the Promise of the Father, “which,.. you have heard from Me.” Acts 1:4 

 

• Believers receive baptism of the Spirit 
“… be baptized with the Holy Spirit”  Acts 1:5 

 

• There’s empowerment of the Holy Power 
“…you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;..”. Acts 1:8   

 
 
2. We need the Holy Spirit power  
 
At Pentacost, the seventh Sunday after the Resurrection, power comes – the 
descent of the Holy Spirit upon disciples (Acts 1:8; 2:1-4) 
 
POWER came upon them. The same power is made available to us. 
 
We need the power of the Holy Spirit to: 
 

➢ P roduce fruit of the Spirit 

 
- Character of the ‘fruit’ is evidence of the power producing it 
 
- The visible expressions of hidden lusts are the works of the flesh, so the 
invisible power of the Holy Spirit in those who are brought into living union 
with Christ, produces the fruit of the Spirit 
 ”… the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 

kindness, goodness,  faithfulness, gentleness, self-control...”  Galatians 5:22-23 

 
- If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the (power of the) Spirit.   
 

➢ O vercome the devil and be victorious in the realm of the spirit 

 
For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of [c]the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of 
wickedness in the heavenly places. Ephesians 6:12 

 
Testimony: For He who is in you is greater than he who is of this world 
 

➢ W itness for Jesus  

 
“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall 
be [c]witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth.”  Acts 1:8 (key verse) 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+6&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-29350c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%201&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-26932c


- The power believers receive from the Holy Spirit includes courage, boldness, 
confidence, insight, ability, and authority. They became embolden and began 
to preach the word (Acts 2:14), and…  
“… three thousand were added to their number that day.” Acts 2:41 

 
- We are dependent on the Holy Spirit in our witnessing. It’s the Holy Spirit 
who convicts a person of sin 
 
Testimony: Empowered by the Holy Spirit for ministry and leadership in the 
church 
 

➢ E xplain what Christ has taught John 14:26 
 
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach 
you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you. 
 John 14:26 

 
- The Holy Spirit illuminates & helps disciples recall the words of Jesus so 
they could in turn teach others 
  
And in John 16:13 Christ assures us that the Holy Spirit will guide us into all 
truth, as He: 
 

➢ R epresents both the Father & Son   

 
“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of 
truth who goes out from the Father—he will testify about me. John 15:26 (NIV) 
 
- Proceeds from God to testify about Jesus (His deity, Sonship, incarnation, 
Messiah, His suffering, death, resurrection & ascension & exaltation at God’s 
right hand) 
He will not speak of himself but will glorify Jesus (John 16:13-14) 

- Representative of the Father and the Son; co-equal with them but 
 blaspheming the Holy Spirit is an unpardonable sin 

 - As our Advocate: tells us how to pray & presents the petition word worthy of 
the King’s hearing 

 

Application 
 
1. Do you call on the Holy Spirit to teach you when you read the Bible? 
 
2. Do you believe in the power of the Holy Spirit? Will you receive the empowerment 
of the Holy Spirit to do the will of God? 
 
3. What is God calling you to do that you would rely on the empowerment of the Holy 
Spirit to achieve the desired outcome? 


