
   Date               : 20 February 2022 
Topic       : Blessings – from Adversity to Prosperity 
Key Passage : Genesis 26:1-5; 26:12-33 
Key Verses  : Isaac planted crops in the land and the same year reaped a hundredfold,  
  because the Lord blessed him Genesis 26:12 

 

Introduction 
With the Covid virus spiking in recent days, lives have been greatly disrupted. The daily number of 
infected cases, hospitalised, those who need oxygen, ICU and many under stay home notice and 
health risk warning cases create great fear and anxiety amongst people. We are fighting a long and 
winding journey against many fronts – losing jobs, shortage in food supply, care for our elderly loved 
ones, healthcare cost, rising cost of living with no end in sight. 
How do we manage our lives with so many challenges? How do we navigate to move forward with 
so many new challenges coming all at once. As believers in Christ, we are blessed to have the Lord 
walking with us. How do we get God’s blessings to bring us to the road of prosperity in this current 
Covid pandemic. 
 
We can learn from Isaac’s success story - how he received God’s blessings to move from adversity to 
prosperity. 
 

Steps from adversity to prosperity: 
 
 
1) Seek the Lord instead of following the crowd Genesis 26:3 

 
 i) Seek the Lord in time of famine   Genesis 26:1 

• Provision and prosperity are from God, not the land, circumstances and time 
o Famine – inadequate food supplies, food is scarce and costly, starvation, 

malnutrition, disease, high death rate 
o Egypt – perceived as land of wealth, blessed with abundance of water from river  

Nile, protected from famine 
o Everyone is following the crowd heading to Egypt for better life 
o Isaac was already on the way to Egypt 
o God spoke to Isaac to stay back in the land and not go to Egypt 
o Isaac was prepared to stop moving ahead, even though he was already on the way 

to Egypt 
o Isaac obeyed the Lord to stay back in Gerar and not proceed to Egypt 
o Exercising faith involves: 

▪ Obedience - stop doing the thing when the Lord said ‘No’, even though we 
think it is right 

▪ Overcome fear of lack, fear of losing out to the crowd 
▪ Trust the Lord that He is in control of provision of our needs  

 
 ii) Seek the Lord’s greater blessings 

 “I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and will give them all 
these lands, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed”  Genesis 26:4 

 
• Seek God’s greater blessings beyond just immediate tangible blessings 
o Generational blessings 

▪ Fruitfulness, influential, touching lives 
▪ Blessings that have eternal values 



▪ God promised with an oath 
o Do not follow the crowd who only seek the immediate tangible blessings 
o Seeking the greater blessings encompass blessings that meet all our needs 

 
2) Follow your father’s example instead of following others   Genesis 26:5, 24 

      “I will make your descendants as numerous …  and will give them all these lands, and through  
         your offspring all nations will be blessed because Abraham obeyed me and kept my  
         requirements, my commands, my decrees and my laws   Genesis 26:5 

 “I will bless you and will increase the number of your descendants for the sake of my  
   servant Abraham”   Genesis 26:24 

 
o God repeated twice to Isaac mentioning about his father 

o I will bless you: 
▪ for the sake of your father 
▪ because you father obeyed me 
▪ because of the promise I made to your father 

 
o The blessings of a father (natural and spiritual): 

o Blessing is something that God has deposited and kept inside a father for his children 
o Your father whom God placed over your life has blessings to be imparted to you 

 
o Listen to father (natural and spiritual)’s instruction: 

o A wise son heeds his father’s instruction, but a mocker does not listen to rebuke  
Proverbs 13:1 

o “Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction and do not forsake your mother’s 
teachings. They will be a garland to grace your head and a chain to adorn you neck”   
Proverbs 1:8 

 
3) Sow in faith instead of fear to sow 
 

i) Harvest a hundredfold 
         Isaac started planting in the land in the time of famine, and within the  

 same year he reaped a hundredfold, because the Lord blessed him    Genesis 26:12 
o It looked foolish to sow during famine 
o Isaac did not allow fear of failure to stop him from sowing in famine  
o Despite famine, Isaac sowed seeds trusting God for provision 
o God blessed him with a return of hundred times more than what he sowed, proving God 

to be the Lord of the harvest 
o Sow in faith during pandemic: 

o XFXZ, Alpha, good works, acts of kindness 
 

ii) Experience continuing blessings 
 Isaac became rich and his wealth continued to grow until he became very wealthy   Genesis 26:13 

o The harvest of a hundredfold was just the beginning of God’s blessings 
o There was a continuing growth in God’s blessings of provision  
o The growth continued beyond his basic needs until he became very wealthy 
o His wealth became so visible and prominent that his enemies took notice and envied him 
o God’s generosity in His blessings exceeds what we ask for, revealing He is a God of the  

‘How much more’ 
 
4) Persevere instead of giving up  



Isaac reopened the wells that had been dug at the time of his father Abraham, which the Philistines 
had stopped up after Abraham died ….     Genesis 26:13-22 

That day Isaac’s servants came and told him about the well they had dug. They said, ‘we have 
found water!” He called it Shibah      Genesis 26:32-33 

 
i) Persevere despite setback 

o Isaac persevered as part of his process of claiming his inheritance 
o Importance of water supply 
o Hindrances by enemies 

ii) The Lord’s presence manifested - True Source of Blessing  Genesis 26:24,25 
o The Lord manifested His presence to Isaac (I am the God of your father Abraham) 
o The Lord strengthened Isaac’s faith (Do not be afraid. I am with you) 
o The Lord renewed His promises (I will bless you, increase the number of your descendants) 
o Isaac worshipped the Lord  (build an altar there …) 

 
5) The Best Outcome  

i)   God was glorified    Genesis 26:28 
o The enemy clearly saw the blessings of the Lord upon Isaac   
o Came to make peace to sign a treaty 

ii)  Water in the well     Genesis 26:32 
o Isaac’s servant came to tell Isaac regarding the well they had dug “we found water!”  

iii) City of testimony was born    Genesis 26:33 
 Today the city Beersheba remains as testimony of Isaac’s example of believing God 

for his blessings instead of following the crowd to Egypt 
 

Application 
1) In what way does my blessing glorify God? 
2) How would I sow in faith during this season of pandemic? 
 


