
Date  : 23 January 2022 

Theme : Make 2022 the Best Year Ever - Following Jesus  
Topic : Becoming a fruitful witness 

Passage : Mark 1:14-19 

Key verse : Then Jesus said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of 

men.”Mark 1:17 (NKJV) 
 

Introduction 

What’s your idea of making this year to be the best year ever? Our key verse speaks 
on following Jesus and becoming a fruitful witness, reaping the harvest of souls for 
the Kingdom of God. 

In our sermon last week, we are drawn to what the Apostle Paul said to the 
Corinthian church about running the race well to the finishing point, and to receive 
the crown that will last forever. 

Running the race well requires focus, discipline, stamina and training to be on target. 
Our key verse from Mark 1:17 readily marks for us an important track toward making 
our year a success: in living out a life of modelling after Jesus and in the process 
become ‘fishers of men’.  

As we go fishing, the weather may sometimes not be in our favour. Or, when we cast 
our nets (on the wrong side) we don’t get the catch. How can we overcome 
obstacles in order to finish the year well, with the best ‘catch’ that will delight our 
Lord Jesus?  

 
1. What’s in Jesus’ call? 

 “Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” Mark 1:17 (NKJV) 

• Why is Jesus worth following? 
- Jesus promised eternal life, abundant life and that we would do even greater 
things than He did by the empowerment of the Holy Spirit 
 

• What ‘Follow Me’ means 

What does ‘Follow Me’ mean to you?  

Words evolve over time. Now there’s a hashtag (#followme) very popular on social 
media to help increase your reach. 
But when Jesus said Follow Me, it is to imitate Him in His values and way, according 
to His terms, and that is “Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take 

up his cross, and follow Me.”  (Mark 8:34). 
 

• What ‘fishers of men’ mean 

a) Jesus was speaking to fishermen. Fishermen are excited when they get fish – 
their passion and goal.  

- A powerful metaphor by the Master Teacher for saving souls 



- To enlighten people about Christ by sharing the gospel and asking them if 

they would receive Jesus. Fishers of men are soul winners.  

 

b) Fishers of men are made, not born 

 

- It involves learning. Failure to get fish would be part of the learning process. 

They do not give up fishing when they catch nothing 

 
2. What are the common obstacles to fruitful witnessing and how can we 
overcome them? 

(I) Christians fail to see the high value in sharing the gospel 

Only 39 percent of born again Christians believe they have a personal responsibility 
to share their faith (American Culture and Faith Institute study; 2017).   
Of these a smaller figure is actually witnessing actively. Why so? Is it that there are 
obstacles preventing effective witnessing for the Lord Jesus?  

➢ Follow Jesus teaching on the parable of the pearl of great value (Matthew 

13:45-46) and appreciate that the Kingdom of God is priceless 
 

(II) We give up too soon 

It happens when we get impatient or discouraged – This is exactly what the devil 
wants. 
We give up too soon because we fail to set the goal of bringing our hearers to the 
point of decision.  
When there’s no clear goal, we will fail to keep sowing and watering till the harvest, 
and will wrongly conclude that: 
(a) the hearers are not receptive, or that they will reject the message of Good News 
(b) there’s no point in trying to share the message with them 

(c) we will have no time for them 

➢ Follow Jesus in His goal:  

“ for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” Luke 19:10 

And set a goal to be a ‘fisher of men’. Pray on it! 

 

(III) We fail to keep believing that in due time we shall reap 
“So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me void, But it shall 

accomplish what I please,” Isaiah 55:11 

➢ Follow Jesus who modelled full commitment to His mission 

 

To achieve the result of our redemption, Jesus endured great hardship and death. 

The darkest hour was endured to bring forth the greatest joy.  Hebrews 12:3 

 



• Commit to fulfil what is in the heart of Jesus 

 

- When Jesus gave the first (Mark 1:17) and final (Matthew 28:19-20) command to 

the disciples, He did so because He wants us to share in the greatest good 

we can ever do. 

- Jesus showed us how and He is calling us to do the same. 

 - “Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for the catch… From now on you 

shall catch men.” Luke 5:4,10 

 

(IV) We fail to take action wholeheartedly 

 

• Hear what the Lord is saying 

❖ Testimony – God prompted me where to cast my net 

Key to being a fruitful witness: Obedience 

Obey God’s leading, our work will bear fruit 

➢ Follow Jesus who wholeheartedly delight in doing the Father’s will and saw 
the fruit 

- Jesus followers will see the same result  

 

(V) We lack the skills in communicating 

It’s a struggle to give the message effectively because we lack practice. 
We may have this struggle, but we can learn by: 

• Watching our mentors example and training 

 

➢ Follow Jesus’ instruction: “teaching them to observe all things that I have command 

you…” Matthew 28:20 

- To speak in a way they can understand is simply a learning process 

- Learn from the way Jesus speaks 

(VI) We have not learnt to connect with people we want to reach 

We connect by finding out what are their questions, issues that matter to them 

➢ Follow Jesus: He demonstrated love and compassion for people 
 

• Let me share how I connected with people 

 
Application 
 
1. Every believer knows he has been commissioned to be a witness of Jesus. You 
must have tried. What is the biggest hurdle you face in witnessing for Christ? Share 
and discuss some solutions and goals. 
 
2. What will it take you to prepare for your upcoming ‘fishing trip’? 


