
Date    :  14 November 2021 
Theme  :  The Christ of Christmas 
Topic  :  Jesus is the suffering Servant of God 
Key Passage:  Isaiah 53:1-12 
Key Verse  :  Yet it was the LORD’S will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and 
        though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his 
                         offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper 
                         in his hand. Isaiah 53:10 
  

Introduction  
The Bible tells us that God is Creator, Judge, Lawgiver and Redeemer of His people.  When 
mankind sinned in rebellion against God, God could not overlook sin so He sent Jesus, to 
provide a sacrifice for sin.  Yes, the Father sent Jesus who also voluntarily died to save us. 
What sufferings did our Saviour endure? 
 

Jesus alone could address the problem of suffering and evil. He chose to be the Father’s 
Servant (before the world began) to remove sin and death as well as mankind’s fear of suffering 
(which sometimes can be more fearful than death). 
 
1. Jesus endured excruciating physical pain 
a. His face was marred 
 (Your face represents your personhood, dignity and identity; who you are. We care how we look and the 
 world perceives us by looking at our face. It is the most exposed part of our body to external signals). 

 His face was so marred 
o  it was appalling (shocking, too repulsive, grotesque) 
o  not attractive at all. The world only values pretty faces.   

(His face was ugly, caused by the sin, the ugly sin of the whole world) 
o  to such an extent as to be unrecognisable and ugly. 

 What happened to His face? As the sin bearer, He received the hideous acts of 
violence from representatives of a world which despised Him. 
o slapped by high priest’s servants (He was defenceless with His hands tied) 
o hit repeatedly by soldiers with a staff (causing His head to swell) 
o pulled at the beard (a most insulting act to a Jewish man). 
o shoved a crown of thorns down His forehead (to show He was unworthy of respect). 
o spat at with contempt by soldiers 

b. His back was lacerated with many stripes (like the stripes on a zebra, only many more). 
 ...I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled my beard; I  did not hide my 
 face from mocking and spitting... Isaiah 50:6 

 Covering (The Chinese character for cover is a picture of a lamb on the altar)  
His body took the lashings meant for me. 

c. His body wounded for our transgressions 
 Punctured hands, feet (to pay for my acts of rebellion). 
 Pierced side (He died of a broken heart to mend our broken hearts). 
 His wounds from head to feet (to cleanse every part of our lives from unrighteousness). 
 

2. Jesus endured extreme emotional pain 
 a. Humiliation (in the hands of His created beings) 

 ...many who were appalled at Him – His appearance was so disfigured beyond that of  any man and His 
 form marred beyond human likeness... Isaiah 52:14 

  Loss of face (lose people’s respect) 
o disfigured (did not resemble a human being)  

...no beauty or majesty to attract us to Him... Isaiah 53:2 

 
 
 
 
 



b. Rejection (from birth to death) 
...He was despised and rejected by men... we esteemed Him not... Isaiah 53:3 

 At birth, no room at the inn 
 As a toddler, His parents fled to Egypt 
 On the commencement to fulfil His role as Messiah, the Jews sought to kill Him 
 Throughout the days of His ministry, religious leaders plotted to kill Him. 
o His own people did not receive Him John 1:11   

c. Sorrows (a man familiar with sorrows)  
 God was the one who placed all our sorrows on Him to carry. 

o He was hard pressed by the weight of impending suffering 
(example, in the Garden of Gethsemane) 

o He lamented over His people’s rejection and scorn  
...carried you as a hen gathers her chickens under her wings, but you refused... Luke 13:34 
(either we believe Jesus bore our sorrows or we reject Him and face sufferings of hell ourselves  

d. Agony, God-forsaken (yet endured with submission) 

  Struck by God the Father ...yet it was the Lord’s will to crush Him and caused Him to suffer... 
the Lord makes His life a guilt offering... Isaiah 53:10 

o separation and abandonment ...My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me... Mark 15:34 
o submission (did not open His mouth to complain or defend Himself) 

e. Beast of burden (carried our sin burden) 
...the Lord laid on Him the iniquity of us all... Isaiah 53:6  

 It was God (not Satan or mankind) who laid our sin on Him to atone for our sin. 
o carried away our sickness and sorrow Isaiah 53:4 
o cancelled the codes/curse against us 
o crushed for our healing (took the full weight of our punishment) 

...pierced for our transgressions...crushed for our iniquities, the punishment that brought us  
peace was upon Him and by His wounds we are healed... Isaiah 53:5 
 

3a. For whom did He suffer? 
  For your sakes He became poor 2 Corinthians 8:9   
  (That we may experience the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ). 
  Christ suffered for you willingly 1 Peter 2:21 (He made Himself a lowly Servant). 
  The Son of God loved me and gave Himself for me Galatians 2:20 

 
      b. For what purpose S.I.R2 

         a) He is our Substitute for the full penalty of our sin. 

       b) He Imputes His righteousness on us and we are justified in God’s sight. 
       c) He Removes our guilt as far as the east is from the west. 
       d) Restores our dignity from being prisoners of sin to be members of God’s family 

  Why did Jesus suffer all the way? 
o The Father and Son set a high value on our lives. 
o God was satisfied and pleased with Jesus fulfilling their (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) 

redemption plan. It was a mission accomplished. 
o He purchased our salvation through suffering. 

 
Application 
 Set aside 10-15mins every day this week to meditate on Isaiah 53 and see the depth 

of Jesus’ suffering for you. 
o Ask God to give you a new language of thanksgiving to appreciate Jesus’ suffering  
   and worthiness. 

 Express your gratitude for what Jesus did for you to a friend. 
 
 


