
Date    :  31 October 2021 
Theme  :  Back to Basics – Love God wholeheartedly 
Topic  :  Seeking God’s word brings God’s favour     
Key Passage:  Ezra 7:1-11 
Key Verse  :  On the first day of the first month he began his journey from 
      Babylon, and on the first day of the fifth month he came to 
      Jerusalem, according to the good hand of his God upon him.  
     For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the LORD,  
     and to do it, and to teach statutes and ordinances in Israel.  
                         Ezra 7:9-10 (NKJV) 
 
Introduction 
The previous weeks we looked at the destinies of kings who by seeking God 
wholeheartedly received favour from God. Those who sought God half-heartedly started 
well but ended badly, while those who forsook God entirely ended in total disaster. God 
showed no favour to those who did not seek Him. 
 

Today we consider Ezra’s life-defining choice regarding God’s law – how he set himself to 
study God’s word, to do it and to teach it. Why was teaching obedience to the people of 
God crucial to Israel’s survival? 80 years earlier, 50,000 Israelites had returned from exile 
to Jerusalem.  Under the leadership of Zerubbabel they had finished rebuilding the temple 
(in 515 BC), but the people were living without obedience to God. Now Ezra 58 years later 
(457 BC), was about to lead the second group of returnees back to Jerusalem. 
 

 Ezra’s decision to honour God’s word attracted God’s favour in every area of his life. It 
powered him in spiritual leadership, humility, wisdom to teach God’s word, confront sin, so 
that the first batch of returnees (who had returned 80 years earlier) could be renewed spiritually. 
 

In everything that Ezra did, the gracious hand of God’s favour was upon him; 6 times 
mentioned. ...gracious hand of God up me / us... Ezra 7:6, 9, 28; 8:18, 22, 31 
 

Even the King recognised Ezra’s passion for God’s word and granted him extensive 
authority to take the people back to Jerusalem, to levy taxes, to appoint judges, to teach 
God’s law and entrusted him with much gold and silver for his assignment to lead the 
people of Israel.  The hand of God gave him the will to lead ...I took courage, for the hand of the 
Lord my God was on me, and I gathered leading men from Israel to go up with me... Ezra 7:28. 
How may we similarly possess the same favour from God? 
 
1. Make it our ambition: to do 3 things for life regarding God’s word. 
 ...prepared his heart to seek the law... and to do it... and to teach in Israel Ezra 7:10 (KJV) 
a) Learning God’s commands (studying) to master it 

...learned in matters concerning the commands and decrees of the Lord for Israel Ezra 7:11 
•  Ezra’s devotion to God’s word is mentioned several times Ezra 7: 6, 10, 11.  
•  His diligence caught the King’s attention and trust. 

 

b) Obeying God’s commands (practising), like, 
•  The great Commandment (the 10 commandments, love God, love neighbour) 
•  The great Commission 
•  Purity – personal holiness, obedience 
•  Prayer life and worship 
 

c) Teaching God’s commands (sharpening skills to teach others to obey God) 
    ...you are to teach any who do not know them... Ezra 7:25 

•  Scope of his vision: to teach in Israel 
•  A responsibility to the wider community, not just for myself 

 
 
 
 
 



2. Make it our goal: to champion God’s rule within our sphere of influence. 
    ...to teach God’s decrees and laws... Ezra 7:10 

• Our purpose: to teach the world to follow Jesus (His great commission to us).  
• Ezra’s shows us how great is the task to persuade God’s people to RETURN to 

worship and to obey the word of God. 
o 60 years earlier the temple had been built by Zerubbabel (a returnee, commissioned 

by King Cyprus to rebuilt the temple in Jerusalem). The building ‘hardware’ was in place 
but not the worship ‘software’. People were not seeking God as they were not 
taught the word of God. (The form was there but the substance was missing). 

o Ezra restored the teaching of God’s law, so as to train the people to obey God.  
• Restore the people’s covenant life with God, like 

o teaching children the commandment of God (because of inter-marriages) 
o tithing (because all wealth comes from God) 
o by teaching obedience to God’s word, Ezra was returning the people of God to 

relationship with God which would result in His favour once again. 
   (At that time, the people of God were facing all the signs of curse not blessing; they were  
    impoverished, some were owing great debts, some ended in slavery. There was no safety). 

 
3. Do it all for God’s glory: to see God’s good hand over our lives  

• God is glorified in our answered prayers 
o  Ezra prayed for God’s protection (prior to the journey) 
   ...so we fasted and petitioned our God about this and He answered and prayer Ezra 8:22, 23 
o They received God’s protection along robber-infested journey Ezra 8: 31 

- 1600 km journey (4 months to travel) 
- entourage included 2,000 men 
- carrying much silver and gold 

• God’s grace clearly seen in support given from the highest authority Ezra 7:11-26 
...praise be the Lord....who has put it into the King’s heart to bring honour to the house of the  
Lord in Jerusalem in this way... Ezra 7:27 
o Ezra received the King’s letter with special permission to return to Jerusalem 
o King's treasury supplied him with gold / silver (for worship in Jerusalem) 

    - to spend it as he saw fit ...according to the will of God...  Ezra 7:18 
     -  to access the royal treasury for anything else 
o local treasurers ordered to give Ezra whatever he asked Ezra 7:21 
o local government’s authority to impose taxes on Ezra’s co-labourers cancelled 
o Ezra given authority to appoint judges 
o King affirmed Ezra’s purpose to teach the word of God. 

 
Application 
•  Share with your leader your ambitious plan to master God’s word. 
•  What answered prayer of yours will glorify God? 

_______________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

•  I will trust God for grace to pray and introduce God’s rule in the lives of people within my 
sphere of influence. 
 _____________________ (name) 
 _____________________ (name) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


