
   Date               : 24 October 2021 
Theme           : Back To Basics 
Topic       : Rise Up For The Season  
Key Passage : Judges 6: 1-16; 25-32;  7: 7, 9-11, 13-16, 19-22 
Key Verses   :The Lord turned to him and said, ”Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of 

Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?”  Judges 6:14 
 
Introduction 

For the last two years, Covid19 has invaded almost every country in the world. Like it or not, the 

virus has invaded us. We are at war with no end in sight. The pandemic has traumatized us with 

death sentence, threatened us with health crisis and job loss, paralysed us with fears and worries. 

Many events have come to a standstill. People are lost in the midst of pain and suffering. 

The pandemic has also posed new challenges for reaching out, winning, and bringing the lost to the 

Lord. Are we still able to be the bearer of hope in this dark moment? God, however, always has an 

answer. His ways are higher than our ways, regardless of whatever the obstacles and challenges are.  

In just about two months’ time we are drawing near to Christmas and to the end of 2021. This is the 

season when Christ is bringing hope to the world. This is the season where people of God could rise-

up to proclaim good news to the poor, bind up the broken hearted and set the captives free.  

The Word of God in Judges 6, 7 tells us also about an invasion that greatly disrupted the life of 

people, causing great fear, misery and hopelessness that seemed like never ending. It shows us how 

we can seek God to turn around an extremely difficult situation and challenges to bring about 

deliverance and hope. 

 

What Major Obstacles did Gideon face? 
 

1. Inevitable Predicament   Judges 6:5 

• Enemies in huge numbers – Midianites, Amalekites and people of the East  

• Aggressive cruel invaders – repeatedly terrorising, ravaging and ripping off everything  

• Why such an inevitable plight?   Judges 6:1; 3:7 

o The hearts of the people had departed from the Lord    

o They started worshipping other gods   

o What they did was evil in God’s eyes that brought about this problem upon the 

nation (The book of Judges spoke about the Israelites repeated the same sin 7 times) 
 

2. Unforgettable Failure Experiences   Judges 6:1-2 

• They had faced defeat repeatedly for the past 7 years making them psychologically 

weak without any fighting spirit left 
 

3. Inopportune Timing – survival mode    Judges 6:6 

• A time of great poverty and persecution – barely any food and few animals 

• Gideon’s threshing grain by hand showed that he had very little grain to work with. He 

and his family were hiding away small amount of wheat just to survive 
 

4. Unlikely Person for the Job   Judges 6:15 

• Gideon was the youngest from the weakest family in the weakest tribe 



• Imperfect - timid, inferiority, full of fear, weak in faith and of deep sense of defeat 
 

How to Seek the Lord to WIN the battle to save the lost?  
 

1. A CRY for deliverance - Cry out to the Lord in desperation  Judges 6:6 

• So Israelites was greatly impoverished because of the Midianites, and the children of 

Israel CRIED OUT to the Lord 

• Prayer of desperation, a plea for help and mercy trusting God to act in His goodness 

and power 

• Lesson 

Winning the battle begins with our crying out to the Lord for our unsaved loved ones 

and friends; and God always respond to a desperate cry for deliverance  

 

2. A CALL to respond - Begin with a willing heart     
 

i. To Believe God’s Word in turning obstacles into opportunities   Judges 6: 12,16 

• The Lord redirected Gideon to focus on opportunities and his potential 

o The Promise – “I will be with you”  (His Presence) 

o The Potential - ‘Mighty warrior’ (Not an ordinary defeated person) 

o The Opportunity - Save Israel from the Midianite’s hand (Assignment) 
 

ii. To Use what we already have   Judges 6:14 

• The Lord told Gideon to ‘Go in the strength you have’ - his capacity, ability, 

power, resources to do something  

• God will add more strength to us as we go in the strength that we have 
 

iii. To Respond to God’s call and assignment despite our fears and doubt   Judges 6:22-24 

• God calls Gideon to rise-up to save Israel 

• Gideon was willing to respond to God’s commission despite his fears and doubts 

Lesson: 

• Winning the battle begins with our heart’s willingness to 

o Believe God’s promise – that He will be with us 

o Use what God has already given us  

o Respond to God’s assignment given to us despite our fears  

• God is looking for our willingness and availability more than ability 

 

3. A CONTRITE heart that repents - Repentance prayer (spiritual realm)   Judges 6: 26 

i. All battles are fought and won at the spiritual realm 

• Repentance from idol worship is the first step to break the power of stronghold 

in our situation 

• Gideon led the Israelites by  

(a) boldly tearing down the altar of Baal 

(b) Restore true worship by building an altar to the Lord 

• He took the first step of faith in obedience to the laws of the covenant 



 
ii. God’s power manifested after our repentance and returning to seeking Him 

• Gideon’s father lost faith in worshipping Baal through this incident, even though 

he was a Baal worshipper before 

• God protected Gideon from being killed by the elders of the town  

• Subsequently God led Gideon to win the physical battle  

• God honours our obedience 
 

Lesson: 

• Winning the battle involves repentance prayer (on behalf of the lost) and 
warfare prayer to tear down stronghold 
 

4. A COMBAT the Lord undertakes  

 - Look to the Lord’s presence to go with us Judges 6:12,16 
 
• The Lord’s promise of His presence going with us guarantees our victory 

• And the Angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon, and said to him, “The Lord is with 

you, mighty warrior (man of valor)”. “Surely I will be with you, and you shall defeat 

the Midianites as one man (leaving none alive)”   Judges 6:12,16  

• Gideon took this promise very seriously 

 

• Expected Outcome of taking the promise of “He goes with us” SERIOUSLY: ‘FACT’ 
 

1) Fights - The Lord will fight for you   Judges 6:16; 7:2, 7 

• The Lord said to Gideon, “I will be with you; and you will strike down all the 

Midianites as one man” 

• The Lord made his point by deliberately instructing Gideon to reduce his 

untrained fighting force from 32,000 men to 300 to take on 135,000 

experienced warriors carrying swords (Ratio of 1:450)  

• Lesson: 

The battle’s outcome is not dependant on numbers but on God’s favour. 

When the Lord goes with us, He delights to show forth His great power to fight 

against our obstacles. (Jesus specifically promised He would always be with us 

when we obey His great commission to go make disciples, winning the lost and 

baptising them) 
 

2) Acts - The Lord acts and works behind the scenes 

• Timing of the attack   Judges 7:9 

• The Lord prepared Gideon with confidence for the battle  Judges 7:10-15 

o Orchestrated a dream in the enemy that prophesied Gideon’s victory 

o Directed Gideon to overhear how much the Midianite army was afraid of 

him 

• Caused confusion among the enemies to turn their swords on each other  

          Judges 7:22 



• Lesson: 

When the Lord goes with us, He does the set up for our winning. 

But his condition is that we obey His instructions. 

 

3) Creative - The Lord inspires creative ideas for the battle    Judges 7:19-22 

• Using only trumpets, jars and torches as weapons  

• Blasted the trumpets broke the jars, sudden shine of torchlights with shouts of 

war cries at one go as the battle strategy  

• They shouted “A sword for the LORD and for Gideon” 

▪ A declaration of the authority in the name of the LORD 

▪ A declaration of Gideon as the leader of the people in this battle 

▪ A declaration of partnership between the LORD and Gideon in this battle 

• The enemies panicked in great fear and confusion to begin attacking and killing 

each other 

• Against great odds, with 300 men Gideon defeated his enemies to set his 

people free 

• Lesson: 

When the Lord goes with us, ask and lookout for creative ideas, unexpected 

ways God wants to use for the battle 

 

4) Trains - The Lord trains and raise us up to be the influencer for the occasion  

           Judges 7:12 

• Trained Gideon in stages - transforming him from an ordinary farmer to 

ultimately “a mighty warrior” and a leader 

▪ Gideon started off as a fearful, inferior, weak person lacking in faith 

▪ The Lord saw Gideon’s strength and potential that he could not see 

▪ His first victory was in overcoming his family obstacles 

▪ Gideon grew in stages as the Lord called him, encouraged him, 

challenged him again and repeatedly provided help and strength to him 

▪ Gideon overcame his fear, fulfilling God’s Word to become a mighty 

warrior 

• Lesson: 

When the Lord goes with us, He trains and transform us to reach our full 

potential becoming the influencer for the occasion 

 

 Applications: 

1) Which one of Gideon’s obstacles can you identify with in your current situation? 

2) How would knowing the promise of ‘the Lord’s going with you’ change your mindset to 

win the lost?  

3) What do you already have (resources, ability, ideas) that God can use as weapons in your 

hand to win the battle to save the lost? 


