
Date    :  17 October 2021 

Theme  :   Back to basics: Love God  

Topic  :  Seeking God wholeheartedly 

Key Passage:  Revelation 3:14-19 

Key Verse  :  As many I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and 

     repent Revelation 3:19 (NKJV) 

 

Introduction 

In this passage in Revelation Jesus is speaking about the compromising church that has 
grown indifferent, self-satisfied, comfortable and smug outwardly, but its spiritual state is 
pitiful and blind. Jesus is standing outside the church, inviting whoever hears His voice to 
open the church door. Laodicea is the only church that receives only criticism, no positive 
remarks from Christ. 
 

Jesus says this state of following Him makes Him sick; Yet He is not condemning but, with 
full of love and eager anticipation to be invited in, says ...Be zealous and repent.  Many times in 
the Bible, the word be has intrinsic power to change. Let there be light, there was light  

Genesis 1:3 ... Be clean... the leper was cleansed of leprosy Mark 1:41,42. Be zealous means there 
is inherent strength in Jesus’ command for us to be changed to what He wants us  

to be. The first step of zeal is to seek God wholeheartedly. 

 

1. Is Zeal for God (wholeheartedness) a choice? 

a) Life consists of choices. We are free to choose the life we want but we are not free to 
choose the consequences of that choice. How we grow, enjoy God, develop 
relationships and succeed, result from our conscious choice.   

 

b) Positive choices 

• Zeal is glorious because my God is a God of zeal Isaiah 59:17 
o  I am zealous for God’s honour (not to be shamed by the godless) 1 Samuel 17:45 
o  I am zealous for God’s zeal against His enemies (who oppress His people).  

• I am zealous for what Jesus is zealous  
o  I am zealous for Jesus’ house, as He is John 2:17 
o  I am zealous for my Father’s business, as Jesus is Luke 2:49. 

• I am zealous because 
o  Jesus commands it, it must be good for me Revelation 3:19 
o  Jesus says ...Seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness... 

 
c) Lukewarm choices 

o comfort zone living  
  (when comfort takes the place of purposefulness; not choosing what counts for eternity). 

o no goals (going along with what comes with each passing day / month) 
o no time to read His Word (some ask: Is reading one chapter OK?) 
o no eye for growth ...salve to put on your eyes... Revelation 3:18 
o no vision of harvest size 

 

2. God is zealous that our zeal makes a difference in His Kingdom 

a) The desire for God’s glory is Jesus’ noble ambition (and other biblical characters) 

•  Jesus was zealous for all that is associated with God. 
o His boiling zeal for His Father’s house to be a place of worship John 2:17 

(The cause of God took up His time, energy and thoughts, but those without zeal for  

God would challenge His authority to drive them out). 
o He had great zeal for His immediate and subsequent disciples to share in the glory 

given Him by the Father John 17:21-23 
 
 
 
 



•  Moses was zealous for God’s Name against Israel’s golden calf Exodus 32:32 
o Do we stand in the gap for our relatives and friends who worship idols? 
o Do we visualise them worshipping the Lord Jesus one day with you? 

•  Phinehas was zealous for God’s honour against immorality in the camp Numbers 26:1-5 
o   Have you prayed for your peers and colleagues who are deceived by the  
   cultural gods of immorality in our times? 
o Do you see yourself being God’s spokesperson to your generation, as David  
 did? Acts 13:36 

o   If so, what can you do to be ready to speak on behalf of your God? 

•  David was zealous for God’s house and made extensive preparations before his 
death. 1 Chronicles 22:2-5 
 

b) What difference does it make between serving God with or without zeal? 

• With God-fearing zeal 
o to plead with God as Moses did ...blot me out of the book You have written... Exodus 32:32 
o to choose to serve God with my family, as Joshua did Joshua 24:15 

(check that the activities, attitudes, actions of my family align with Jesus). 

• God rewards those who delight in Him wholeheartedly all the way. 
o example: Joseph had two dreams about greatness. Clearly God had watched  

and rewarded him as he was finally appointed 2nd in command to Pharaoh. 
(Joseph had patiently pursued God’s dream as seen by his wholehearted seeking of God). 

o The secret of Joseph’s success 
 - The Lord was with him (those who seek Him will find Him). Genesis 39:2-3, 21-23 

 - Joseph honoured God; through all his testing, he did not forsake God. 
 - He relied on God rather than those who had promised to help him. 
 - His wholehearted faith in his God enabled him to seize his destiny. 
 

3. Biblical examples of zeal 

 Being zealous for God requires setting your heart to seek Him. 

 While the world values zeal in seeking financial abundance, house size and fun, 

    the highest value is to seek God first Matthew 6:33. 

a) Some just refused to seek the Lord 

 Example: Rehoboam 2 Chronicles 12:14. He did not please God because 

 - he did not set (prepare) his heart to seek the Lord  

 - he forsook the law of the Lord and the Lord Himself so the Lord left him in the hand of 
the enemy. The outcome: he lost everything. 

 
b) Some sought the Lord wholeheartedly but later forsook the Lord 

 Example: King Asa 2 Chronicles 14:4. He commanded Judah to seek the Lord God.  

    When he did, he had no problem facing an army of one million men plus 300 chariots. 

    Because God fought for him and struck the Ethiopians, God fought for him.  

    Later when he forsook the Lord, the outcome was sickness. 
 

    In his sickness, Asa did not seek the Lord ... 2 Chronicles 16:12 

   (At the start, Asa and the people had entered into a covenant to seek the Lord with all their heart). 
 
c) Some sought the Lord but not wholeheartedly. 

Example: King Amaziah 2 Chronicles 25:2. He did what was right but not wholeheartedly. 

What happened to King Amaziah when he turned away? 
...From the time that Amaziah turned away from following the Lord, they conspired against him in  

Jerusalem and he fled to Lachish, but they sent men to Lachish and killed him there 2 Chronicles 25:27. 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Application 

1) What does seeking God wholeheartedly involve? 

a) Be zealous for the Word of God (David treasured God’s word in his heart Psalm 119:11) 

b) Be zealous to long for God’s Presence in every department of your life.  

    ...my heart and my fresh cry out for the living God... Psalm 84:2 

c) Be zealous to speak out for Jesus and His words ...not ashamed of Me... Mark 8:35 

 

2) How to fan the flames of zealousness in your life 

a) Cover the bible 

• set a goal to read the bible from cover to cover 
- aim to receive spiritual insights 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

b) Pray zealous prayers ...effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man... James 5:16 

• Join in Monday evening zoom prayer meeting 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

• Be part of prayer circle for your cell 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

        

c) Associate with your leader of like-minded passion and discipline. 

• Join in xfxz and other activities he has planned for outreach for last quarter 2021. 
 ___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

  

 


