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Theme : Back to basic 

Topic  : Rekindle your Enthusiasm for God’s work 

Key verses : Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. (Romans 

12:11 ESV) 

Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically. 

(Romans 12:11 NLT) 

 

Introduction 

 

We don’t use the words ‘slothful’ often, but the meaning is clear. To be “slothful in business” 

is to be lethargic, low energy, jaded, run down, weary, apathetic, dull, sluggish, lacking 

enthusiasm, half-hearted, lazy. It is to be lifeless, listless, lacking in purpose, no longer 

really to care. To be “fervent in spirit” is the opposite. The word ‘fervent’ literally means “on 

the boil.” Heat is involved here. To be fervent is to be passionate, engaged, committed, 

active, energetic, motivated.  

 

One of the marks of authentic Christianity is that believers will have an enthusiasm for God 

and the things of God. We ought to be excited about such things as reading and studying 

the Bible, prayer, church, and ministry. But, sad to say, many no longer have any 

enthusiasm for such things. Somewhere along the way they have lost their motivation for 

the things of God. The word fervent raises the issue of spiritual temperature. But unless 

heat is applied, the natural tendency of things is that they grow cold. If your meal sits too 

long on the table, you put it in the microwave because it has grown cold. How do you apply 

heat to your life? 

 

1) Why we need to have enthusiasm? 

a) To overcome the temptation 

▪ When days get darker, the great temptation for us is to become low in 

enthusiasm for life and we weakly give in to temptation. 

“…because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold…” - 

Mat. 24:12 



▪ We will soon feel at home in this world and desire earthly things. Then we will 

not view sin as serious as it actually is. But every sin separates us from God, 

how could we even allow the least sin to have that power in our lives? 

 

b) To overcome spiritual complacency 

▪ Remember what happen to the church of Laodicea? Jesus speaks terrible 

words of warning to those who settle in with lukewarm affections for him. 

“So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you 

out of my mouth.” – Revelation 3:16 

 

c) To be ready for the second coming 

▪ Time is short, we must be ready when Christ comes so that we can joyfully 

look for “the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and 

Saviour Jesus Christ.” - Titus 2:13 

 

2) How does enthusiasm look like? 

To be fervent literally means to boil. Instead of a sloth hanging from a tree we are to 

boil in spirit. We need to see something as extraordinarily great and precious to be 

very enthusiastic for it. 

 

a) Peter was enthusiastic in peaching Christ  

▪ Peter could not stop speaking of what he had seen and heard. Even after 

being warned, imprisoned and even flogged, immediately after being released, 

he prayed this prayer:  

"And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue 

to speak your word with all boldness.” - Acts 4:29 

▪ After being beaten and threatened, Peter and his companions rejoiced that 

they were counted worthy to suffer shame for Jesus’ sake. And daily in the 

temple, and in every house, they did not cease preaching about.  

“Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never 

stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah. - 

Acts 5:42 

 

 



b) Paul was enthusiastic in Christ  

▪ He saw the glory that he could gain in Christ, he counted everything in the 

world as loss and rubbish. 

“What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider 

them garbage, that I may gain Christ and be found in him…” - Philippians 3:8 

 

 

3) How to rekindle the enthusiasm? 

Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically. (Romans 12:11 

NLT) 

 

When we feel jaded, flat, lethargic, lacking in enthusiasm, when we see that we are 

growing cold, we must take responsibility for our own spiritual conditions. How do we 

do that? 

  

a) Knowing our purpose 

▪ Enthusiasm and purpose go together. When you have a clear purpose, it’s 

going to give you a lot of enthusiasm. The more you understand God’s 

purpose for your life and the more you live those purposes, the more 

enthusiastic you’re going to be. 

▪ Our purpose is all about the very reason we were made by God. 

“The lord has made everything for His own purposes.” - Proverbs 16:4 

▪ God uses us for His purpose and for His glory. 

“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 

possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of 

darkness into his wonderful light.” - 1 Peter 2:9 

 

b) Serve the Lord enthusiastically (Romans 12:11 NLT) 

▪ “serve the Lord.” – these three simple words are packed with some important 

practical truths. 

1) All believers are called on to serve the lord. 



- We are called to serve; this is not the language of do-just-enough-to-

get-by. It is the language of being involved in as much labour for the 

Lord as much as possible and at all times. 

2) Serving the Lord means that we are not primarily serving others but Christ. 

- It’s a great privilege to serve Christ, who sacrificed Himself to rescue 

me from condemnation. 

- Serve Christ by aiming to please Him above all 

 

Application: 

▪ Am I satisfied with my enthusiasm for God’s work as it stands right now? On a scale of 

1–10 (1=cold, 5=lukewarm, 10=hot), how would you rate it? Is it trending up, down, or 

about the same? Most will say, “It’s okay.” Are we satisfied with “okay”? 

▪ What needs to change so that God’s work becomes my greatest enthusiasm?   

▪ In last quarter of the year, what’s your plan to share the gospel?  

- Who are the 3 people you are or want to connect with? 

- How often have you plan to connect with them? 

- What do you plan to do with them? 

 

 

 

 

 


