
Date    :  3 October 2021 

Theme  :  Covenant Relationships 

Topic   : Serving one another as God’s covenant people 
Key Passage:  John 13:3-17 

Key Verse  : ...You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord’ and rightly so, for that is what   

    I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet,    

    you also should wash one another’s feet. John 13: 13, 14 

 

Introduction 

When we put our faith in Christ and are baptised in the body of Bethesda Community, 
we enter into union with Christ and His spiritual body in BC.   

 

The Bible uses the analogy of the human body to show how interconnected BC 
members are to one another. The New Testament fellowship is first and foremost 
relationship with activity flowing from this relationship. Our fellowship occurs in 2 
spheres – vertical (with God) and horizontal (with men). As sharers together in the life of 
our Lord Jesus, we are automatically co-partners in His enterprise on earth.  We share 
His concerns, and in all relationships seek to execute His goals, priorities and 

leadership ...truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ... 1 John 1:3  

 

(As parts of the body rely on all other parts to work well and all body systems work together (seemingly 

unrelated body systems are also connected) to maintain stability and balance (=homeostasis), so does 

the church body.  Disease in one body system can disrupt homeostasis and cause you to feel unwell). 

 

The Lord Jesus in John 13:13, 14 acted a parable of serving relationship, setting forth a 
great principle of lowly service (which He was later to complete when He died on the cross). 

• ...You call me Teacher and Lord... John 13:13  
As our Teacher and Lord, Jesus commands us to show the same humble, 
sacrificial love to one another as He did to His disciples.  This example of Jesus 
should mark our attitude and action. 

• ...You also should wash one another’s feet John 13:14 
o if we were told to wash Jesus’ feet, I suppose many would gladly do that; 

 but Jesus tells us to wash one another’s feet. 
o may I suggest that anything we can do for each other that washes away the 

 grime of the world and the dust of defeat and discouragement is foot washing; 
 (is maintaining the body of BC in homeostasis). 
o it is easy for us to criticise those with dirty feet instead of washing them.   

 Do we criticise or gossip? (like in social media) ...Do you see that spot...look at his 

 feet...how terrible the authorities are doing to control covid...look at the numbers...that 
 mess...yak, yak... 

• ...I have set you an example... John 13:15 
o let us accept (not just read about) His example as the pattern in our relationships 
  with one another. What is Christ’s way? He says nothing, takes the basin and 
  begins to wash away the stain.  Do not judge and condemn, but seek  
  restoration and the improvement. 

 
Unfortunately, in our age of independence and insensitivity to others, the tendency in 
our relationships is to do our own thing, go our own way, regardless of what Jesus has 
commanded, regardless of the needs of others. 
 
Like Moses, who was upbraided, when he tried to reconcile the 2 feuding 
Israelites...Men, you are brethren (family, we have a special relationship and should care for one 

another), why do you injure one another? Acts 7:26. The one another emphasis (also in the New 

Testament), is closely tied to the fact of our spiritual relationship as brothers, in covenant 
relationship. 
 
 



So also, we blatantly question our leader’s right to intervene 
...who made you a ruler and judge over us?  Acts 7:27 

Acting like the world’s system, our proud and litigious spirits are impatient of our 
leader’s check and control. 
 

How do we improve our serve with one another? 
  
1. Begin with the mind of Christ 
a) Our problem Philippians 2:3 

o  we have no problem serving God because God is worthy of our service. But 
  when it comes to serving one another or people we are unfamiliar or people we 
  do not like, problems arise. We are offended by the way they talk with us and 
   feel slandered by their correction.  We feel put off by the way we have been 
   treated. 
o  we have selfish ambition (instead of being of one mind). 
o  we look at our own interest (instead of the interest of others, or the corporate cause) 

 

b) Take Christ’s posture as a servant Philippians 2:7 

• Although He was co-equal with the Father, He humbled Himself and took  
upon Himself the form of a servant.   

• Jesus, our Lord and Master, served His disciples by washing their feet.  This is a 
job that is to be done by the lowest ranking servant in a household. Take His 
instruction: you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 

 

2. Look beyond the Risks in serving people;  

    Look ahead to the Results in our covenant faithful God.  

a) David 1 Samuel 17:17-48 

• The Risk of being misunderstood 
o David was rebuked for shunning responsibilities. As a dutiful son, he served his 

father’s wishes by delivering food to his brothers; but was criticised sharply by 
big brother for neglecting his shepherding task to watch the battle in action. 
(David’s character and motive attacked). 

o David’s choice of weaponry appeared naïve to veteran warriors. As an 
untrained warrior in his youth, David’s fighting resume showed his skill being 
tested incrementally. His track record in handling risky and life-threatening 
encounters willingly in the course of his routine duties prepared him, through 
progressive successes, for a great, God-glorifying task.  
 

•  The Results are infinitely boundless in God. 
o When we are part of a greater collective  
 As an individual, it was unnecessary for David to defy the mighty giant, but 

when he identified himself with his nation’s cause and the honour of His God, 
he acted swiftly on their behalf. 

o When are we ready for God-glorifying results?  
When we have a skill which we have honed to proficiency.  
(example: My late 60+ year old mum who was skilful in using her gospel tract.) 
David had practised his sling daily as a youth in the wilderness.  

 Young people have skills which God can use.  
 ...do you see a man skilled in his work? He will stand before kings...He will not stand before 

obscure men... Proverbs 22:29 

o When we speak from a different perspective ...let no one lose heart... 1 Samuel 17:32 
o When we respond with action even when no one was willing. 
 ... your servant will fight...the battle is the Lord’s 1 Samuel 17:32,47.  

 
 
 
 
 



• The challenge David faced 
The risks David took when he faced a giant the first time seemed daunting 
because he did not know what the outcome would be. 1 Chronicles 17:7; 18:13  
reveals the secret he was not aware of then. The Lord was behind his 
successes.  

 

b) Esther’s Risky choices and Results as the Persian Queen 

• She risked losing everything. Covenant people make sacrifices for God’s people. 
o The biblical covenants are God’s big, comprehensive promises. Mordecai 

demonstrated faith in the Abrahamic covenant and in God’s providential care of 
His people Esther 4:13-14. The story of Esther provides the truth that the purposes 
of God cannot be stymied.  He is forever loyal to His covenant with His elected 
nation. But no one knew what the outcome would be at that point of time. 
 

o Esther did not know if she would survive her uninvited entry to the King’s court. 
 That’s faith in God. Yet she placed her trust in the special covenant between 

God and the Jews.  
 (The covenant Mordecai referenced ...relief and deliverance will come to the Jews... Esther 4:14) 

 
o Our choices affect our destiny. Servanthood calls for sacrifice. 
 Esther was torn between her new Persian status (=security, individual contentment at 

the top of the empire’s highest institution) and her original Jewish identity (and fidelity at 

the risk of death Esther 4:11). 
 
o She chose to be identified with her people at the risk of death ...And if I perish, I 

perish. Esther 4:16(b). To ensure she was not acting alone, she would rather be 
strengthened by the collective fasting of the entire Jewish people. Esther 4:16(a) 
 

• She adopted the spiritual perspective of her mentor and acted out of national 
allegiance ...not turn away from your own flesh and blood... Isaiah 58:7 

o Mordecai’s perspective. If Esther would not play her part...relief and deliverance for 

the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. Esther 4:14 
An eternal covenant between God and the Jewish people ensures its ultimate 
survival / protection, with or without Esther. 

  She would cease to enjoy the divine protection afforded to the Jewish people.  
  The Jews, members of the covenant, would be delivered while Esther and her 
  father’s house would perish. 

 

• Would she leverage on her royal position to fulfil the purpose of her elevation  
  at this critical time? 

o Mordecai continued his argument  
...who knows but you have come to royal position at such a time as this? Esther 4:14 

Are you God’s choice as Woman of the hour?  
Mordecai claimed that her very entry into Persian royalty (which Esther perceived as 

distancing her from her Jewish belonging), was an opportunity for action on behalf of 
her people. 

o It was very moving to see the extent to which this young person, as First Lady, 
(who had everything money could buy) identified herself with her own flesh and blood 
and was prepared to risk all in an attempt to prevent the disaster that 
threatened them...How can I bear to witness the disaster of my people?... Esther 8:6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

• The Results 
Esther, in acting for the Jewish people, acted within and on behalf of God’s 
covenant for her people. God orchestrated events which delivered the Jewish 
people from death. His covenant faithfulness was manifested throughout the fast 
moving dramatic events in the book. 
o Mordecai honoured Esther 6 
o Enemy hanged Esther 7 
o Jews triumphed Esther 9 
o Esther remembered Esther 9:31 (by the Jewish celebration of Purin annually) 

 
Application 

• God has gifted each one of us with position, ability and skill sets. Have you 
considered how you could make use of them to serve God’s covenant people? 
o In what way have David and Esther’s choices challenged your thinking? 
o What is one thing you could do to serve fellow BCers, who are in a covenant 

relationship with you, with the mind of Christ? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


