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Date  : 26 September 2021   

Theme : Covenant Relationships 
Topic : Living under the new covenant and encouraging one another  
   toward love and good deeds. 

Passage : Hebrews 10:15-25 

Key Verse : In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new 

   covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. Luke22:20 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Our God is a Covenant Maker and He is a Covenant Keeping God. His way of being 
in a relationship is to be in a covenant endowed with many of His promises and 
blessings. All the promises God makes are his commitment to us and conditional 
upon our adhering to our part of the covenant. The message on covenant is central 
to the gospel. At the Last Supper, Jesus took of the bread and wine being served 
and said, “This cup that is poured out for you is “the new covenant in my blood” (Luke 

22:20). 

The new covenant was prophesied in the Old Testament (Jeremiah 31:31-33). Jesus 
came to fulfil it. This new covenant is based on the blood sacrifice of Jesus and it 
fulfils the previous covenants God had made in the old covenants.  

We enter into this new covenant the moment we receive Jesus as Lord and Saviour. 
What is this new covenant and how do we fulfil our part of the covenant?  
 
As we come into the body of Christ in the church, how do we relate in a covenantal 
relationship?’ 

1. What is the new covenant?  

• Jesus fulfilled the prophesy on the new covenant 
Hebrews 8:8-12 (quoted from Jeremiah 31:31-34) 
 

• Jesus establishes the new covenant in His blood 

In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. Luke 22:20  
 

- By the shedding of His blood, Jesus pledges to  
- forgive our sins 
- put his laws in our heart 
- be our God and to make us his people 
 

- The old and the new covenant 
- The old covenant is a covering for sin whereas the new covenant sets us 
free from the bondage of sin 
In the Mosaic covenant, God promised blessings if the people would 
follow His Law, but God’s people broke the covenant, again and again. 
In the new covenant there’s certainty because God wills it.  
He says: “I will cleanse them from all the sin they have committed against me and will 

forgive all their sins of rebellion against me.” (Jeremiah 33:8) 

He will write His laws this time not on tablets of stone, but on tablets of the 
heart (2 Corinthians 3:3) 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2022.20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2022.20
https://www.compellingtruth.org/Mosaic-covenant.html
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• Blessings in the new covenant 
 
➢ The blood of Jesus cleanses us of our iniquities (sins) 
➢ God writes the law in our heart which quenches the rebellion in the heart 
➢ He is our God and we are His people 
➢ The new covenant brings in the Holy Spirit to our heart 

Ezekiel 36:27 puts the new covenant commitment of God like this: "I will put 

my Spirit within you and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to 
observe my ordinances."  
 

• With the Holy Spirit, comes the fruit of the Spirit….(Galatians 5:22-23)  
Because the God who sent the law also sent the Spirit, the by-products of the 
Spirit filled life are in perfect harmony with the intent of God’s law  

 

2. The new covenant creates and establishes the local church  
 

• The new covenant is embraced in the local church 
The new covenant that we have between God and us and sealed by the blood 
of Jesus, now extends to bind us together -one to another- in the local church 
 

- This church comes under the power of His love and acts under His covenant 
 

• We relate to one another in this church in a covenant relationship 

 
The expression of this covenant relationship as the will of God is highlighted 
in the epistle of Paul to the church in Corinth when he corrected them. Their 
participation in the Lord’s Supper in celebration of the new covenant 
contradicts the pattern of their church life…  
“… when you come together as a church… it is not the Lord’s Supper you eat,… Shall I 
praise you? Certainly not in this matter! 1 Corinthians 11:20-22 

 
Paul then connects this deficiency in their behaviour to remind them of 
Christ’s new covenant poured out when Jesus said, “This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For 
whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes. 
  

➢ Hence, as we have this new covenant in Christ Jesus, we are also bound 
to each other in this gathering as a local church by the same covenant 

 

• We are bound to God in this new covenant, and to one another in this church 
➢ live in a certain way prescribed by God 
➢ love one another and grow together in the Word and fulfil the work of God 

in our lives 
➢ living under this new covenant relationship is best practice within our cell 

groups  
 

• Living by covenant is the way 
- We mature in gaining the attributes of guidelines 

➢ in our spiritual development, recognise that our covenants are a blessing, 
not a burden 

➢ brings great benefit, even in difficult times, it provides protection. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ezek%2036.27


 

3 
 

3. Living under the new covenant 

(a)  As a covenant people, we value relationships 

David was such a man  2 Samuel 1:4-16 

- He values relationship more than anything else, and honoured Saul to the end 

• Like David, value relationship more than anything else 
 

• Eliminate what hinders us from walking in covenant with each other 
 

- Problems in covenant relationship: 
a) T hought pattern that are distorted 
b) O ffence 
c) P ride 
 

➢ Case of Eliab, David’s oldest brother  1 Samuel 17: 28-30 

Not grateful for the good food David brought from home but very critical of him 
a) Misunderstood David’s motive / zeal 
b) Falsely accused David (abandon sheep) 
c) Judged David’s heart (insolence of your heart) by his own heart. 
d) Felt David was pushing him into battle (you have come down to see the battle) or 
report to their father their fear of not fighting 

 

• God honours relationship and we must honour them as well  
“Do not touch my anointed ones; do my prophets no harm.” 1 Chronicles 16:22; Psalm 
105:15 

 
(b)  As a covenant people, we do not wait for a call when there is a cause 

And David said, “What have I done now? Is there not a cause?” 1 Samuel 17:27 
What is this cause? 
➢ Corporate cause: here honour of God is at stake 
➢ Goliath defies “…  the armies of the living God”  1 Samuel 17:26 
 

• David had a cause 
 

- greater than his calling as a shepherd boy; greater than his own life 
- Goliath intimidated the army of the Living God, and all the fighting men were afraid 

- David saw things from God’s perspective, the soldiers saw things from their 
own perspective of safety 
- David told Saul he would kill Goliath (1 Samuel 17:36) and with the boldness of 
God, he declared to Goliath (in 1 Samuel 17:46) the vivid description of his 
victory  
- “The battle is the Lord’s and He will deliver all of you into our hands”  1 Samuel 17:47 
 

• David came as a representative of GOD who commands His heavenly army. - 
- A man on a mission from God.  
- His focus: for all the earth to know there is a God 
 

• All gathered here needs to “… know that it is not by sword or spear that 

the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.” 
(17:47) 

-  the corporate cause now (cell/net members to know): It’s harvest time 
“The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
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therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”  Luke 10:2 

 
 (c)  As a covenant people, we encourage one another toward love and good 
 deeds 

“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good 
deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but 
encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”
 Hebrews 10:24-25 

 

• Spur one another to love and do good work 

In our church, the cell is the most suitable platform to operate on this goal 
- be committed to your cell  
- meet together with something to contribute: 
➢ offering thanksgivings that glorify God 

➢ praying for one another 
➢ as a member of this ‘church of learners’, share learning points from our 

bible reading 
➢ be enthusiastic in welcoming new friends into our cell meeting 
➢ working together to share the Good News 

 

• Have the right attitude  
“…not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging 

one another (Hebrews 10:25) 

 
- Some in the habit, some are not  
- Does this verse speak on your commitment to your cell group and to your 

church family?  
 

• Coming together as a heightened alert 
“—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”  Hebrews 10:25 

 
- For the Day of the Lord’s coming is near 
- Why not to fail in meeting up more and more? 

“Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, ...” 
 Matthew 21:12 

If we don’t make it a priority to gather together, the lawlessness that we see 
increasing everywhere, will consume us… most people’s love will grow cold 

- Why we must stand firm 
“ but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved.”  Matthew 21:13 

Application 

1. In view of the covenant relationship, will you check on your contributions to the cell 
life of the church? Will you commit to meet for the purpose of building up one 
another? 

2. What do you think of Paul’s encouragement not to neglect meeting up 
 “—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”? Hebrews 10:25 

How will you take heed to this warning? 


