
Date   : 19 September 2021 

Theme : Covenant Relationships  

Topic  : Covenant  Keepers / Breakers – Learning from biblical examples 

Key Verse : So the Lord said to Solomon, Since this is your attitude and you 

   have not kept my covenant and my decrees, which I commanded 

  you, I will most certainly tear the kingdom away from you and give it 

  to one of your subordinates. 1 Kings 11:11 

 

Introduction 
 

Paul in Romans 15:4 wrote that whatever was written in the Old Testament was written for 
our learning. We need to understand one key theme throughout the biblical accounts. 
That key is covenant.  From Genesis on, God enters into one formal relationship after 
another (covenants with various individuals in order to rescue His world) until it reaches its climax 
in Jesus. God’s covenant relationships form the backbone of the Bible for us to 
understand His dealings with men, both then and now.  
(These divine-human relationships with Noah, Abraham, David, for example will define His goal, 
commitments, obligations with them relationally and personally. Indeed, God only deals with His people 
based on covenant relationships). 

• Why is covenant central to our understanding of God’s relationship with us?  
It is because the biblical accounts unfold God as a covenant making, covenant 
keeping and covenant fulfilling God with His people. Being God’s people is a 
repeated theme throughout the Bible. ...therefore come out from among them and be 

separate, says the Lord... I will be a Father to you, and you will be My sons and daughters...  

2 Corinthians 6:17, 18 (same as Leviticus 26:11-13). 

• What is this covenant relationship like? 
When God speaks of His covenant relationship with His people throughout the 
Bible, the language is often similar to that of marriage love Ephesians 5:26-27.  God 
wants us to respond to His loving devotion with fidelity (loyalty) Isaiah 62:5. We must 
not see God’s requirement of fidelity as intolerant or narrow-minded as our 
culture would accuse us of.  Rather in our relationship with Him and with our 
another, we need to protect this love and devotion to Him and to one another. 

• What is this love like? 
Covenant love is referred to in various terms in the Old Testament, but the main 
one is hesed. Hesed summarises the entire history of God’s covenant love 
relationship with Israel. Hesed is God’s loving kindness – consistently faithful, 
constantly pursuing; translated as God’s covenant love which is loyal love, 
commitment, reliability. (Psalm 107: 1, 8, 15, 21, 31, 43)  
 
The love which God promised to His covenant people and with which we respond 
to Him with all our hearts, mind and strength is loyalty, God’s covenant loyalty.  It 
is with this love that we respond to our Heavenly Father as well as to one another 
as children of God in His family. 
 
Therefore, God’s dealings with the kings of Israel and Judah were based on one 
main factor – covenant keeping or covenant breaking. Today, we ask: does it 
really matter whether they / us keep or break covenants? To answer that, we will 
trace examples from 1,2 Samuel to 1,2 Kings (the 4 biblical historical accounts). 
 

1. SAUL covenant breaker 

a) Saul’s covenant breaking with God 1 Samuel 15 

Saul disobeyed God’s instruction to destroy completely all the Amalekites and all 
 their possessions. A key part of the covenant between God and Israel was 
 obedience. Saul, as God’s anointed King, was responsible for keeping that 
 command. God’s instruction included all livestock.  

 



•   Saul’s response: Partial obedience; he kept the best of livestock and did not 
 destroy all.  
 His excuse?...the soldiers...to sacrifice to the Lord your God... 1 Samuel 15:15, 21 

  (Saul’s real reason was the fear of his men)  

•   God’s response? God rejected his kingship 

•  Consequences?  

   Emotional instability 1 Samuel 18, 19 

   Sought the help of a witch 1 Samuel 28 

   Defeated by his enemies / Premature death (himself and his descendants).1 Samuel 31 

 

b) Saul’s covenant breaking with men 

•  Joshua (13 century BC) had made peace with the Gibeonites, sealing with them  
  a covenant to let them live Joshua 9:15 

• Saul’s decision to exterminate the Gibeonites implied a rupture with long-
established arrangement which was sanctioned by an indisputable oath.  

   2 Samuel 21:2 
•   Consequence? Curse came upon Israel – 3 years’ famine 2 Samuel 21:1 

•   When?  The curse took effect when David was King. (1010-970 BC) 

•   How did David break the power of the curse? 
o He consulted the offended party and complied with their demands. Saul’s male 

descendants were executed with humiliation. 

•  Lesson: Covenant breakers bring severe consequences which continue to affect 
future descendants even after they themselves have departed from the scene. 
o 2 Samuel 21 happened some 400 years after Joshua made the covenant with the 

Gibeonites. We are tempted to write off this covenant as ancient history, yet we 
find the Gibeonites resurfacing. 

o Though it was a covenant foolishly entered by Joshua’s leaders 400 years 
earlier, it was still to be honoured. God deals with men in terms of covenants. 
David’s solution, at its roots, is a matter of keeping covenants. 

 

2. KING DAVID Covenant keeper 

    God mentioned his covenant keeping ...all the days of his life... as the gold standard.  
     ...For David had done what was right in the eyes of the Lord and had not failed to keep any of the 

      Lord’s commands all the days of his life – except in the case of Uriah the Hittite 1 Kings 15:5 

 

How did King David keep his covenant with God and men? 

• Willing to suffer as a covenant keeper. 1 Samuel 20:30, 31; 23:14, 15 
Suffered under Saul, God’s appointed leader at the cost of being hunted by him.  

• Submitted to Saul as the Lord’s anointed. 1 Samuel 24:6-7, 10, 12; 26:9-11, 16, 23 
 Refused to take justice into his own hands despite two opportunities to kill Saul. 
 (From his teens, David had learnt faithfulness. In shepherding his father’s sheep, he had fought  
 off a bear and a lion to protect his sheep. 1 Samuel 17:34, 35) 

• Kept the covenant to care for Jonathan’s son (after Jonathan’s death). 2 Samuel 9 
Reason?  
o He feared God 
o Made himself accountable to prophet Nathan 2 Samuel 12:13 
o Humbled himself under rebuke 
o Sought God’s will and direction (example: at Ziglag 1 Samuel 30:8) 

• Result? David finished well. 
o God could trust him with wealth, power, prestige, long life. 1 Chronicles 29: 26-28 
o God’s accolade ...a man after My heart... Acts 13:22, 1 Samuel 13:14 
o Jesus’ humanity is of David’s lineage; He is called the son of David. 

 

 

 

 

 



3. KING SOLOMON (A wise King who broke the covenant) 

• A covenant keeper for most of his life and prospered 

• A covenant breaker towards the last lap bringing disaster to his lineage and nation 
 

    How did King Solomon break the covenant? 1 Kings 11:11 

• God gave specific instructions to the king and Solomon broke every rule listed  
    in Deuteronomy 17:14-20 

o Not to multiply horses for himself nor cause the people to return to Egypt verse 16 
o Not to multiply wives for himself or his heart will be led astray verse 17(a) 
o Not to accumulate large amounts of silver and gold verse 17(b) 
o Write for himself a copy of the law and follow carefully all the words of this law 

verse 18-20 
• Disobeyed the teaching not to wed foreign women; he was distracted by his 700-

odd foreign wives who were idol worshippers.1 Kings 11 

• Reason? He failed to make himself accountable to a God-appointed prophet 

o Failed to hate what God hated − idolatry. 
o Case of a good head but weak heart; he did not guard his heart from the toxic 
     effects of his godless wives. 

• Result? 
o The unity of his kingdom was broken, which opened the door to rebellion. 

       God preserved Judah only because of His covenant with David so that the 
    promise of a Messiah, as a son of David, could be fulfilled. 2 Kings 8:19 

o The Divided Kingdoms were enemies to one another until both went into exile, 
 losing their freedom and their land. The great wealth of gold and silver 
 accumulated by David and Solomon were carted away by their conquerors.  
 2 Kings 24:13-14; 25:9-10. 

 

 4a. The Northern kings of Israel (Divided Kingdom) 

        (Total 20 kings of Israel) 

• JEROBOAM – key covenant breaker who brought a permanent curse on the 
Northern Kingdom. The recurring nature of covenant breaking ...the sin of Jeroboam 

son of Nebat... 1 Kings 16:19, 26, 31 characterised the Kings of Israel. 
o Nature of his covenant-breaking? He made two idols for idol worship. 

•     Result? 
o This state-sponsored idol worship cursed every king with failure. 
o The 20 kings came in two categories – the bad and the worse. Jeroboam 

usurped the kingship and so did subsequent kings who assassinated the 
previous one to gain power.  

o 2 Kings 17 records the end when the Israelites went into exile and had no 
nation, no king, no freedom, no country for the next 2,700 years until 1948. 

 

4b. The Southern kings of Judah (Divided Kingdom) 

• 50% of the kings were covenant breakers 

• 50% were covenant keepers; of these, there were 3 kinds: 
o Type A – They did what was right in God’s eyes but kept the high places of 

idolatry. 
o Type B – They not only did what was right but got rid of idolatry in the land, 

like Hezekiah who fulfilled the standard set by David. 
o Type C – Those who did what Type B did but failed to deal with past curse put 

into action by their predecessor Manasseh.  
(example King Josiah 2 Kings 23:26, 24:4, was killed by Pharoah Neco.) 

 
 
 
 
 



• Result of Type A covenant keepers (who had partial obedience) 

 The Kingdom of Judah saw blessings upon the land but like a chink in the 
 armour, there were compromises which made them vulnerable.  

 They did not meet the gold standard set by David, and in their presumptions 
 made unwise decisions. As with Jehoash 2 Kings 12:3 and Amaziah 2 Kings 14:4, they 
 stopped short of removing the high places. Ahaziah died a leper in an isolated 
 house.  They did not hate what God hated. 

• Type B covenant keepers – King Hezekiah 2 Kings 18 
o He did what was right in God’s eyes verse 3 
o Removed the high places (worship of false gods) verse 4 
o Trusted in the Lord; held fast to the Lord following Him  

• Result? 
o The Lord was with him; he was successful in whatever he undertook 
o He defeated the Philistines 
o When attacked by the most powerful army of 185,000 led by Sennacherib, the 

angel of the Lord snuffed out the lives of the enemies in the night. 2 Kings 19:35   
o Heeded the counsel of Prophet Isaiah, to whom he made himself accountable.  

 

• Type C – King Josiah 
Plagued by the serious sin of Manasseh 
Resulting in the Lord’s anger 2 Kings 23:26 
King Josiah was killed 2 Kings 23:29 

  Renewal of covenant must also be followed by dealing with the curse brought on 
 by evil predecessors.    

 
Application 

• From above Point 1(b), (for those who are considering marriage / divorces) 
If God expected the Israelites to keep their covenant with the Gibeonites, even 
though they were deceived by them, and even though 400 years had gone by, 
how do you think God feels about breaking the covenant of marriage?  
Malachi 2:14-16. What is your conclusion about this matter? 
o Have you verbally made the covenant with God that you will be faithful to 

your spouse? 
o If you’re single, have you sought your parents’ advice on your decision 

whom to marry?  
o Have you told God when you marry that you will keep this marriage covenant? 

 

• Do a mental check through your relationships: 
o With God: have you forgotten any vows you have made? 
o With men: have you fulfilled your part? 
o to financially support your parents (monthly, if you are working) 
o return what is not yours to keep 
o repay your debts 
o recompense others for any loss incurred because of your part 
o ____________________________________________________________ 
 
o ____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


