
Date   : 5 September 2021 

Theme : Covenant Relationships  

Topic  : Baptism as a sign of our Covenant Relationships 

Key Verse : Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three  

     thousand were added to their number that day. Acts 2:41 

 

Introduction 
 

In the book of Acts, the people counted as added to the church were those baptised Acts 

2:41. Question: Who was counting? Who was taking note of what was happening? How 
was the counting carried out? The Bible says ...and the Lord added to their number daily those 

who were being saved. Acts 2:47. How big is this number? 
 

God has a very particular purpose for baptism as a sign of our covenant relationships 
for it brings new covenant blessings for believers in His new regenerated community. 
 

The Bible is one panoramic picture of God’s plan of salvation. He punctuated every 
covenant with a sign. (The rainbow Genesis 9:8-17 was God’s covenant sign never to judge the earth 

like He did until the end of the age. Circumcision was the sign of covenant relationships with Abraham’s 
family by birth.  The Passover meal was a sign picturing the Lord’s deliverance of His people from 
slavery. At Mt. Sinai, God presented His terms for the children of Israel to make the covenant relationship 
with Him). 
 

When it comes to salvation, we come to Christ by grace through faith, not through 
baptism. However, baptism is the visible sign of the New Covenant relationship with 
God. Ephesians 2:18 
 

How does Baptism picture the New Covenant? 
 

1. Through Baptism, I show I am  Counted In  

    As one who belongs to Jesus, I show: 

a) My faith in Jesus and His redemptive work that He died for my sins, was buried  
  and rose on the third day Romans 6:3, 4. 

Baptism is therefore a visible sign of the New Covenant. Why? Because it    
dramatizes the work of Jesus Christ in His death and resurrection.  

  

b) My covenant relationship with Jesus as I identify with His death. 
  ...don’t you know that all of us who were baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised into His death? 

 We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death...if we died with Christ... Romans 6:3-4, 8 

• In His death, I died with Him and appropriate the payment He made for me. 

• By plunging in the water, I signify I have been buried with Him. 

• By coming out of the water, I rise in newness of His resurrected life. 
 ...just as Christ was raised from the dead...we too may live a new life. Romans 6:4 

  Therefore, as we go under the water and come out of it, we signify our union with 
Christ in His death and resurrection. 
 

c) My covenant relationship with Jesus’ body as I identify with His church. 

• I am now part of the ekklesia the called out ones.  
   ekklesia = assembly, the assembled church (unassembled and scattered = universal). 

• As a member of the visible local church, I also belong to the invisible universal 
church (characteristics of universal church: heavenly Hebrews 12:22-24, eschatological  
Revelation 7:9, everyone – past, present and future who belongs to Christ’s Kingdom). 
o Not possible to belong to Jesus’ universal church without identifying with a 

local gathering of Christ’s body, the church assembled. 
o Baptism points to our union with God’s people in Christ. Only believers are 

baptised 1 Corinthians 12:13. Water baptism provides a picture of this invisible 
reality ...you are all one in Christ Jesus... Galatians 3:27, 28. Thus we are not only 
baptised into Christ, we are also baptised into His body.   

 
 
 



2. Through Baptism I show I can be Counted On 
a) To serve the purpose of my church 

•   to share the responsibility of my church  

• to support the testimony of my church 

b) To fulfil my role in my church 

• to serve the ministry of my church 

• to protect the unity of my church 
 
3. Through Baptism I know who I am Accountable To 
  Ultimately everyone must give an account to Jesus at the Judgement Seat of Christ. 

•   I am also accountable to the leaders God has appointed in the church. 
   Jesus instructs that any dispute, which cannot be settled among members, 
  should be referred to the church leadership. The church leadership carries 
  out such discipline, such as declaring any member an unbeliever Matthew 18:17.  

•  A church leader is accountable to the collective church leadership. Just 
  because a particular leader is deemed by members to be unworthy to lead  
  does not give them the authority to discipline him; the church leadership is 
  accountable to God for this disciplinary responsibility. 

•  Every member in BC must be accountable to someone in the church to obey 
  the commandments of Jesus and in spiritual disciplines, such as Word and 
  prayer, obedience and witnessing, etc.  
  (On our faith journey we must have fellow travellers. Satan, like a hungry lion, is seeking 
  isolated victims to devour. Example: King Solomon, though the wisest man on earth, failed to 
  make himself accountable to the prophet. As a result he broke his covenant with God and 
  finished badly. His failure to be accountable impacted not only himself, but his family and 
  nation. 1 Kings 11:11) 

 
4. Through Baptism I know who I am Accountable For 

• As a member of God’s household Ephesians 2:19, I fulfil my role in the Body of 
 Christ by passing on my leaders’ teachings to those younger in the faith. This 
 way the chain of multiplying disciples is launched and reproduced. 
 ...And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to 
 reliable men who will be qualified to teach others. 2 Timothy 2:2 

• As a spiritual parent to disciple another on a one-to-one basis  
 ...For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children, 
 encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God... 1 Thessalonians 2:11, 12 

 
Application 
1. Name 3 things we show through baptism 
 

2  What is one thing you can do to be  

• Counted In      or 

• Counted On      or 

• Accountable to  or 

• Accountable for. 


