
   Date               : 29 August 2021 
Theme           : Covenant Relationships 
Topic       : Practising Love In A Covenant Relationship 
Key Passage : Ruth 1:1-19;  2:9-10,13,18;  3:5; 4:13-17 
Key Verse   : Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my 

people and your God my God      Ruth 1:16 
 
Introduction 

Last week we learned that covenant relationship is tripartite in nature like a triangle, where 3 
parties are involved – God, men and fellow men. The vertical component of the covenant is the 
relationship between God and men. The horizontal component of the covenant is the relationship 
between men and fellow believers in the body of Christ. 
Covenant serves the foundation for God’s promise to bring redemption, blessings, and hope to us. 
Everything that God does is based on covenant. He only relates in covenant. Hence it is important 
for us to learn how to live a covenant life. Today we focus on living a covenant life in relating to one 
another. 
 
Practising Love in a Covenant Relationship with One Another 
 
1. Treasuring the Covenant Relationship with God 
 

• Covenant is a language of Love and Intimacy  Ruth 1:16a 

Ruth replied to Naomi, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you   

• Personal possession – ‘We are His people, He is our God’   Exodus 6:7 

• Treasured possession, Intimate relationship of love   Exodus 19:5 
 

• Covenant is a language of Commitment   Ruth 1:16b   

Ruth’s commitment: “Where you go I will go and where you stay I will stay”      

• God’s commitment: cutting of the covenant with Abraham  Genesis 15 

• Jesus’ commitment - took the covenant curse, redeems us from the curse of the law 

so that the blessings given to Abraham might come to us 
 

• Covenant is a language of Law   Ruth 4:7    

In early times in Israel, for the redemption and transfer of property to become final, one 

party took off his sandal and gave it to the other. This was the method of legalizing 

transactions in Israel 

• A mutual binding promises sealed with an oath to protect us in our interest 

• A personal relationship made more loving and intimate because it is legal 

• A blending of law and love creates the most fulfilling relationship ever 

• Covenant liberates us to obey God joyfully and trust Him wholeheartedly 
 
2. Treasuring the Covenant Relationship with One Another 

 
• 3 Areas of Covenant Relationship: 

1) Covenant Relationship in the Marriage 
2) Covenant Relationship in the Family 
3) Covenant Relationship in the Church (local church) 

 



• The New Covenant shapes our covenant relationships with one another  

• The new covenant established the local Church   

• The new covenant forms the church family as a covenant community 

• We are a covenant people bought with the blood of Jesus, baptized by  

 one Spirit to form one body    

• As a covenant people, our relationship with God’s people is based on covenant 
- Covenant of commitment of love   Ruth 1:17   
 “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us 
   And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters.”  1 John 3:16 

 
• 4 Benefits of Covenantal Love for One Another: 

i)  Personal Protection   Ruth 2:9   
ii)  Family Blessings   Ruth 2:10, 13      
iii) Family’s Effectiveness and Success   Ruth 2:18  
iv) Testimony to the World   Ruth 4:13-17     

 
 
3.   How do we practise love in a covenant relationship?   
 

1) Love one another with Unreserved SACRIFICE    Ruth 1:8-9 

- Covenant People practise self-sacrificial love to bless their own household 

• Putting the need of others in the family above self 

• Naomi chose to put her daughters-in-laws’ interest above hers by encouraging them 

to go their own way 

• Ruth’s sacrificial love for her mother-in-law to follow and serve her went beyond the 

cultural expectations of her day  

• Jesus’ selfless act and sacrificial love  
 

2) Love one another with Unpretentious HUMILITY      

- Covenant People SUBMIT to human authority as honouring the Lord  

• Naomi functioned as the head of the family after her husband died 

• Ruth asked permission from Naomi for her to work in the field    Ruth 2:2 

• Ruth updated and communicated to Naomi of her work situation Ruth 2:19 

• Despite Naomi’s imperfection, Ruth submitted to and obeyed her mother-in-law’s 

advice and instruction. “I will do whatever you say”     Ruth 3:5 

• “Obey your leaders and submit to them for they keep watch over your souls as those 

who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would 

be unprofitable for you”   Hebrews 13:17 
 

3) Love one another with Unwavering COMMITMENT  

- Covenant People are determined and fully committed to follow their leaders as 

the leaders follow the Lord: 
 

I. Aligning to the vision and direction of your leader    

Ruth replied to her mother-in-law “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from 

you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay”  Ruth 1:16a 



• Ruth had complete trust in her leader 
 

II. Adopt the values of your leader  Ruth 1:16b 

Ruth replied “Your people will be my people and your God my God”   Ruth 1:16b 
 

III. A Life-long commitment to follow your leader (dying to self)    

Ruth replied “Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the Lord deal 

with me be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me”     Ruth 1:17 

• Regardless of circumstances, not influenced by her sister-in-law’s decision 

• Paul: “Follow my example as I follow the example of Christ”   1 Corinthians 11:1 

 

Applications 

Choose commitment in one area (family OR church OR marriage) in the following questions: 

1. What does the language of commitment look like to you? 

2. How do you practise commitment of sacrificial love? 

3. What areas of commitment would you want to make to follow your leaders? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


