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Theme : Covenant Relationships  

Topic  : The Power of Covenant Relationships 

Key Verse : Now, if you obey Me fully, and keep My covenant, then out of all 

     nations you will be my treasured possession.  Although the whole  

    earth is mine, you will be for Me a kingdom of priests and a holy 

                       nation... Exodus 19:5, 6 

 

Introduction 

When God created man in His image, He wanted a permanent relationship. This could 
only be accomplished through a covenant between Himself and each person or a 
people group.  

 

Biblical examples where covenants were made involved commitment, sacrifice and 
shedding of blood. 
 

• The Abrahamic covenant (covenant of the parts), for Abraham and his seed / offspring,   
both of natural birth and adoption.  Circumcision was the sign. Genesis 17:9-14  

     Why a sign that involved physical surgery? To picture the spiritual heart surgery 
     that every person needs for a relationship with God. Blood was to be shed. Death 
     must take place; death to self and surrender to God. Genesis 17:10, Deuteronomy 10:16; 30:6 
• The Mosaic covenant. God made with the Israelites at Mt Sinai whereby God 

promised to make them His treasured possession among all people  
...Now if you obey Me fully and keep My commandments...you will be my treasured 
possession ...a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. Exodus 19:5,6  

     The blood of a sacrificial animal was to seal the covenant. Exodus 24:8.  

• The Davidic covenant established David and his descendants as kings of the united 
monarchy of Israel. The tablets of the 10 Commandments were kept in the Ark of the 
Covenant and this became the symbol of God’s presence with His people. 2 Samuel 6. 

• The New covenant was instituted at the last supper by our Lord Jesus. ...this is My 
blood of the new testament (covenant), which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 

Matthew 26:28. This has to do with establishing our covenant relationship with Jesus 
whereby He laid down His life for us and we likewise lay down our lives for Him. 

 

1. What is a Covenant relationship? 

From the examples above, we can identify key features of a covenant relationship. 

a) It is a solemn agreement by which two parties make a binding relationship to bless 
 each other. 

     It is solemn, sacred agreement which is tripartite in nature between God and the 

    parties involved. Such relationships are meant to be unbreakable.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

b) Covenants are cut (made) by vows, signs or ceremonies; but behind these, 
transactions in the spiritual realm take effect. 

c) They contain defined obligations and commitments which are relational and personal; 
example, the marriage covenant. 

d) What are some differences between a contract and a covenant? 

           Contracts are signed on paper, covenants are sealed in the heart.  
           Contracts are legal, covenants are spiritual. 
           Contracts are binding, covenants are liberating. 
           Contracts are enforced by law, covenants are enforced by the Spirit. 
 

 

A covenant has both a 
- vertical component with God and a  
- horizontal component  
  between man and 
  man/woman. 
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2. Scriptural principles of Covenants 
• God never enters into a permanent relationship with man without a covenant. 

God’s faithfulness means He is a covenant-keeping God, whether in redemption 
or in judgement. Psalm 136:1, 13-15 (loving kindness=covenant-keeping faithfulness) 

  The biblical meaning of faithfulness has everything to do with covenant keeping. 

• God takes covenant-keeping seriously and there are consequences when the 
agreed code of conduct is not upheld; God expects covenantal obedience from 
man even as He fulfils His side of the covenant. Obedience is doing things His 
way. 

• Common examples of covenants:  

 Marriage covenant of a man and woman to love one another for life.  

 Collective covenant of His people to commit themselves to love and serve God  
 and one another all their lives. Church membership is a covenant relationship. 
 (This collective covenant happens when we trust Christ and are baptised into the Body 
 of Christ. Galatians 3:26,27 This means we are knitted with other members of the Body, 
the church.  As brothers and sisters in Christ, we love each other to the point of laying 

down our lives for one another 1 John 3:16) 
 
3. What does the bible say about the tendency towards covenant-breaking? 
     ...they are senseless (without understanding), faithless (covenant-breakers), heartless, 
     ruthless. Romans 1:31 
a. Christians are called to demonstrate the gospel through unbroken covenantal 
    relationships. By being faithful to our covenant, God partners with us to fulfil His 

eternal purposes on earth. We must therefore model covenant-keeping faithfulness 
as His people. 

b. God is still on the lookout for faithful men, those who keep covenants. God’s Word 
tells us there are not many such people. ...a faithful man who can find...? Proverbs 20:6  

c. From Derek Prince (a respected Bible teacher) 

• The marriage union is a covenant. God, through the prophet Malachi, took stock 
of Israel’s conduct 1200 years after they entered the Promised Land.  God 
pinpointed the essence of Israel’s failure in Malachi 2:14 ...though she is...your wife by 

covenant. Israel had, in setting their own standards of initiating or terminating 
marriages, forgotten God’s purpose that marriage is a covenant.   
The covenantal terms of marriage must be upheld. Once this secret is ignored, a 
marriage loses its sanctity and stability. 

• God’s expects the covenant relationship in His church to be kept 
o Our covenant relationship is both vertical (with God) and horizontal  

(with one another) 

o The end purpose of a covenant is union. The covenant between believers 
is to bring all believers into union with each other. 

 ...make every effort to keep the unity, of the spirit through the bond of peace... 
 Ephesians 4:3 

• How are we to conduct ourselves in covenant relationship? 
o wash one another’s feet John 13:14 (serve one another) 
o accept, admonish, greet one another Romans 15:7, 14, 16 
o show forbearance to one another Ephesians 4:32 
o be subject to one another Ephesians 5:21 
o confess sins to one another James 5:16 
o be clothed with humility to one another 1 Peter 5:5 

• What is the price of true koinonia (=true unity)? 
o the commitment to walk in the light  

       (continuing honesty and openness between all in koinonia 1 John 1:17) 

o die to self ...this is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down for us.  
        And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. 1 John 3:16  
        (also material possessions 1 John 3:17)  

 
 
 



Application 
1. How did David (before becoming King) demonstrate covenant keeping? 
a) As a faithful servant under authority 

• David was a great example of a covenant keeper who remained faithful to Saul  
all his life even though Saul was always seeking to destroy him. Twice God 
delivered Saul into David’s hand and both times, though urged on by his mighty 
men, he refused to strike Saul, nor permitted them to kill Saul. 

b) As a person under submission to Saul  

• He was not intoxicated with power but kept the covenant of God’s anointed King.  
• He waited for God’s time. David said God’s gentleness had made him great. 

Psalm 18:35 (David became the greatest king over Israel). 

c) As a faithful shepherd of His flock 
• David started early in life as a faithful covenant keeper. He was assigned by his 

father Jesse to take care of a few sheep, so few that his elder brothers mocked 
him when he visited them at the battle front. They asked him ...with whom have 

you left the few sheep... 1 Samuel 17:28. (A covenant shepherd never leaves his flock 
unattended no matter how few there are). 

• Because of his faithfulness God qualified him to take down the giant Goliath. 
Covenant keepers can be trusted with power without using it to advance their 
own selfish pursuits. 
 

2. How does one enter into a permanent relationship with Jesus? 

• After a person says a prayer and decides to follow Jesus, how does he enter into 
 a covenant relationship in Jesus and into Jesus’ body, His church? 

• In Matthew 7:22 when Jesus said ...Not everyone who says “Lord, Lord” can enter the 

  Kingdom of heaven... and later gave His reason 
  ...You lawless ones, I do not know you... What does He mean by I do not know you? 

•  What do you understand by this statement: membership of the church is a 
 covenant relationship. What kind of covenant commitment does God expect from 
 each member? 

 


