
Date   : 25 July 2021 

Theme : Importance of God’s Word and the danger of error  

Topic  : The Disciples’ walk in Truth 

Passage : Psalm 86:11 

Key Verse : Teach me Your way, O Lord; I will walk in Your truth; unite my   

   heart to fear Thy name. (NKJV) 
       
Introduction 

Last week we considered that Scripture tells us that God requires us to fear Him and 
to walk in All His ways. Walking in all His ways include, among many others, the 
following: 

o In newness of life, following our baptism Romans 6:4 
o In the Spirit, so as not to fulfil the lust of the flesh Galatians 5:16 
o Walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing Colossians 1:10 
o Walk in love as Christ also have loved us Ephesians 5:2 
o Wisely, not as fools Ephesians 5:15 
o In truth 3 John 3 

Definition: Truth is objective reality. Truth is a verified fact. 

 

1) What is Truth? 

a) Truth (aletheia) must be true in all its fulness and scope 
   (partial truth is not truth, Jesus was full, not partial, of grace and truth) 

• Spiritual truth (from the bible) - covers all of life. When spiritual truth is widely 
 applicable as a principle or doctrine, it is considered a law. 

• Physical truth – all of life is governed by laws in the physical realm, like the   
 law of physics (example, the law of gravity). 

• We are governed by spiritual laws which affect every one regardless whether 
 we are believers or not (example, the law of sin and death affects all). Only by faith 
 in Christ can we overcome eternal death because Christ died on our behalf. 

b) Fallacies and misunderstanding of truth 

• The most common misunderstanding of truth is oversimplification; that truth 
 is limited to one truth (either or), that it is either grace or law. 

• Universal laws govern human beings in the physical realm, while spiritual 
 laws govern our relationship with God. Even grace is governed by a law,  
 the  law of faith. Grace is what God extends to mankind out of love. But no 
 one can be saved by grace unless he adds faith to God’s offer and receives 
 the gift of eternal life.  Paul’s own testimony before Felix and Agrippa was  

...I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision (Jesus)... Acts 26:19 

• Curse and blessing are governed by spiritual laws  
(all curses are traceable to violation of one or more of the 10 commandments).  
Therefore, it is not true that Christians, who desire blessings, are not under  
the law. 
o God’s dealings with us would be too arbitrary if He does not spell out His 

laws in black and white, with the Holy Spirit to teach us. Are the laws of 
the Old Testament applicable to us? 
...For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through 
endurance and the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. Romans 15:4  

c) Truth can be doubted but doubts do not eliminate truth.  

   example, the comment That’s true for you but not for me... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2) Why do we need biblical truth to walk in God’s ways?  

a) Lack of knowledge of biblical truth renders us vulnerable Hosea 4:6 

• We are easily misled by people who suppress truth Romans 1:18 

• Without biblical truth, we will do what is right in our own eyes and walk in 
ignorance / deception Judges 21:25, 1 John 1:5 

b) Truth matters because it is the foundation for faith 

• Truth is a verified or indisputable fact. We believe Jesus is the Son of God 
 because the existence of Jesus, His teachings, death and resurrection are all 
 verifiable. 

How do we know this is true? Because of overwhelming EVIDENCE; this 
foundation of truth is both from the Word of God as well as external sources. 

• Every disciple of Jesus must know what he believes in and be able to 
 articulate the truth by supporting his beliefs with evidence; otherwise, his faith 
 is shaky. 

• God’s truths are often spelt out in clear statements called commandments or 
 beatitudes. Knowing what God requires, enables the God-follower to relate to 
 the God of bible, not the God of his own imagination.  Jesus clarifies how to 
 relate to God through obedience to His commands. 

o Truth matters because it protects us from error. When the Sadducees  
asked Jesus about marriage matters in the resurrection, Jesus told them 
they had erred because they were ignorant of the Scriptures. Matthew 22:29 

c) Walking in the truth of Jesus is simply loving God’s ways because He first loved us! 

 

3. The nature of biblical truth  

a)  The truths about God are multifaceted and seemingly incompatible  
 (mercy and justice, grace and truth) 

• God is love; but is this the only attribute of God? God is also holy and 
 righteous and pure. He is both goodness and severity; He both blesses and 
 curses. However, God is not arbitrary in His judgement for He complies 
 consistently with the terms of His covenant with man. 

• Such truth statements seem contradictory because we cannot grasp them 
 without putting aside our own ideas.   

    example: we are required both to fear God and to love God. If we 
      categorise everything under either grace or law, such truths will  
            be incomprehensible to us. 

    example: Jesus defines love as action (rather than sentiments) John 14:21 
      Actions both to know and obey His commandments are required. 
      These ideas conflict with the world’s thinking that love and commands 
      are mutually exclusive. 

b) Truths often have hierarchies of order 

     example: we are to love God first above our love for family. This is 
   because with the sacrificial love for God in our hearts, we can love 
   our family...just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her...  

     Ephesians 5:25. Wow! That’s such a noble goal to reach; but it is true.  
     The closer we get to God, the more we will love our families in a godly 

   way. God’s Word differentiates ‘levels’ of love by different words  
   found in the bible. 

      agape love is the unconditional love of God for His children 

      phileo love or brotherly love is friendship love between equals 

      eros love is erotic love, mostly of sexual passion 

      storge love or affection, especially by parents for offspring is used of 
      relationships within the family.  

 
 
 
 



c) Truth must make sense when integrated with other doctrines in Scripture. All 
Scripture is inspired and useful for doctrine (teaching of truth). 2 Timothy 3:16 

 

Application  

A.  How do we seek out biblical truths for ourselves? 

① Get the full counsel of God. The Bereans, who heard Paul, studied the 
    scriptures to determine whether what he said was so (they examined the evidence).  
   Acts 17:1. 
  

② Check the truth we believe in.  
  Meditate on the evidence and examples in the biblical account. 

   (example: how does obedience to the 10 Commandments matter in Leviticus and Deuteronomy?) 

  The book of Joshua gives assurance of victory and abundance through obedience. 
   The book of Judges records that when Israel departed from God’s commandments, 

(in particular Commandments 1 and 2), the nation came under the curse of defeat and 
failure in every facet of life, resulting in 7 cycles of untold sufferings for ignoring the 
laws of God. (Romans 15:4 tells us these examples are for our learning). 

      
③ Practise the truth and watch for results. Action is important. We cannot 

 expect one who has never brought healing to the sick to confirm the truth 
 about healing. Take seriously the spiritual laws that truth reveals. 

 
B. How will you respond to these commonly heard statements in daily conversations? 

...well, it’s true for you but not for me... 
 __________________________________________________________________ 
 __________________________________________________________________ 
 __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 ...truth is relative... 
 __________________________________________________________________ 
 __________________________________________________________________ 
 __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 ...how do you know Jesus is true?... 
 __________________________________________________________________ 
 __________________________________________________________________ 
 __________________________________________________________________ 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


