
Date   : 18 July 2021 

Theme : The Fear of God    

Topic  : The importance of Fearing the God you love 

Passage : Deuteronomy 10:12-13 

Key Verse : And now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you 

      but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways, to love 

    Him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with 

    all your soul. Deuteronomy 10:12 
     

Introduction 

The previous two Sundays surface the tension we have in believing that God loves us, 
and at the same time, that we should fear Him.  The problem in our OMG culture 
shows how far we have gone from fearing God vis-à-vis the Jews who hold God in 
such high esteem that they would not even mention His Name.  That people would just 
invoke the name of God in vain when they express surprise shows how low is our 
opinion of God. 

 

1. Why do we frequently judge God? 
 (For us to ask why is God so harsh in His treatment of Nadab and Abihu’s sin Leviticus 10 is to 
 be  ignorant of how God consistently judges the wilfully disobedient). 

a) We forget that the narrative of God’s warning and punishing those who sin 
 intentionally is consistent throughout the Bible. 

o God rejected Cain’s offering in the world’s first worship because he knew 
what was acceptable sacrifice but did not do it Genesis 4:7. 

o God struck down 5,700 in Beth-shemesh because they irreverently treated 
the Ark of the Lord 1 Samuel 6:19,20. 

o God struck Uzzah dead for touching the Ark of the Lord.1 Chronicles 13:9-11 
...the Lord’s anger burned against Uzzah because of his irreverent act... 2 Samuel 6:7 
The Lord had always made it clear that poles were to be used.  
Forgetfulness or ignorance does not exempt anyone from death at the 
hands of God. Numbers 4:15, 17-20 

 (Just as ignorance of the laws of radiation does not minimise the risk of one’s  
 exposure to it).   

 David judged God’s act of death penalty with displeasure and was fearful to 
bring the Ark any further. He placed it temporarily in the house of Obed-edom. 
For 3 months, God blessed Obed-edom’s house. Where God’s presence is 
respected, blessings abide. In fact when God is with anyone, there will be 
blessings. 

 Like David, our illiteracy of God’s ways as specified in the Bible, distorts our 
perception of God.  We expect God to conform to our ideas of what He ought to 
do instead of searching what the Scripture teaches. 
 

b)   We do not see the fear of God taught / practised in today’s cultural and moral 
   landscape. 

 Lies are told in court even though people take oaths in court to tell the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 

 Sermons on the love of God dominate pulpits in churches; if God is all-loving, 
sending anyone to hell would be unthinkable.   
(So preachers say God does not send anyone there.  People choose to go there. God is just too 
loving to send anyone to hell) 

o Love without righteousness contradicts the doctrines of judgement and a 
   literal hell. Grace without truth turns God into a “toothless tiger”. 
o As a result today, there is a new doctrine called universalism, which 

 teaches that everyone will get to heaven. 

 

 

 



 

c)  We forget that the fear of God is a positive thing in our lives. 

  Unfortunately for many people, the fear of God sounds unwelcoming. Yet the Bible 
  presents the fear of God as the open-door to obedience, wisdom and blessing. 

  Joseph won his brothers’ trust when he declared he was a God-fearing man  
Genesis 42:18. Joseph overcame temptation because he feared God Genesis 39:9. 
Several times it was said God was with Joseph in Genesis 39  

...the Lord was with Joseph and he prospered verse 2 

...the Lord was with him and gave him success verse 3 

...the Lord was with him...kindness and favour (from prison warden) verse 21 

...the Lord was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did verse 23 

 Result? God blessed him no matter where he went and what he did. This is the 
 constant truth repeated over and over again, in the lives of: 

o  Joseph 
o  Abraham 
o  Moses 
o  Joshua and on and on throughout scripture  

(Jesus says the same to those who do His great commission...I will be with you 
always...). 

  Midwives, who feared God, obeyed Him instead of the authorities by sparing the 
Hebrew babies Exodus 1:17. 

  (Pharaoh brought disaster on his nation because he did not fear God Exodus 9:29-30). 

 
d)   Why does the fear of God seem contradictory to the love of God? 

  True wisdom has contradictory element 
o  Apparent contradictions exist between truths such as the love of God 

  and the fear of God. (Truth, like a coin, always has two sides). 

 So in the spiritual realm, opposites exist 
o  love / righteousness 
o  grace / truth 
o  law / mercy 
o  love / holiness 
o  mercy & righteousness (kissed on the Cross) 

       Surely His salvation is near those who fear Him... Psalm 85:9 

       ...mercy and truth have met together...righteousness and peace have kissed each other 
      Psalm 85:10. 

 God’s wisdom is greater than ours 
     God reveals Himself as one with unfathomable wisdom Romans 11:33 

     (Yet we frequently misjudge God’s actions; what are some of these judgements we make  
      against God? 

  
2. How do we reconcile the fact that God is love and yet we are to fear Him?  
a) Which one comes first? Is it enough to only love the Lord? The full counsel of God  

teaches that both are important. It is always grace and truth, mercy and 
righteousness. 

 
 b) Danger of love without holiness  

o  We depend on our wisdom; it is devilish and cannot receive God’s  
    wisdom 

o  We opened ourselves to deception (we think we can outwit God and can  
    live a life of sin intentionally & repeatedly. Marriage based on love alone, 

              without holiness, is a formula for divorce). 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
     c)  Why does the fear of God matter in terms of the final Judgement? 

 Antidote to cowardice 
8 kinds of people will end in the Lake of Fire Revelation 21:8.   
The first group are the cowardly (fearful, frightened, timid) 
The cowardly will always be easily intimidated by the enemy.  
Lack of fear of God will cause us to fear the devil instead. 
Fearlessness is not the same as the fear of God. The fear of God has to do with 
respect, reverence given to God that ranks far above all powers. 

 Power for overcoming the devil’s temptation. Isn’t love for God sufficient? The 
answer is no. Those who have fallen into sin never cited the lack of love for 
Jesus, it has always been the lack of fear of God.  In the first place, who knows 
what love they have. 

 
3. What kind of blessings follow those who fear the Lord? 
 Blessed is the man who always fears the Lord... Proverbs 28:14(NIV)  

 a) The door to knowledge and wisdom is unlocked to the God-fearer Proverbs 1:7  

     ...but fools despise wisdom and knowledge are fools...  

  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom Psalm 111:10 
   Knowledge and wisdom are the keys to good decision-making    

  (which leads to success and enables us to avoid costly mistakes) 

 b) Overcomes evil. Proverbs 16:6 

 c) Escapes from the snares of death Proverbs 14:27, Psalm 34:7 
 d) Has no lack Psalm 34:9 

 e)  Bestowed with a store of great goodness Psalm 31:19 

 f)  Has the Father’s pity Psalm 103:13 

 g) Fulfilled desires Psalm 145:19 

 
 

 4. Application 

o How have your negative feelings about the fear of God robbed you of the benefits 
of the fear of God? 

o Write down one negative feeling ....................................................................... 
o Write down our positive benefit you need to reclaim for yourself...................... 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


