
Date     : 27 June 2021 

Theme   : Worship God 

Topic     : Regarding God’s holiness when we worship Him 

Key verse  : Among those who approach Me I will show Myself holy; in the

    sight of all the people I will be honoured.  Leviticus 10:3 NIV 
 
Introduction 

 The worldview of many Christians is simply God is good, God is great; but what about 
God is holy. A young couple came to us in the early years of BC and stayed for 2 
years. Then they decided to switch to another church. When asked why? Their answer 
was we heard in the first two years that God is love; but now you speak of holiness.  That 
sounds like another God to us.  
 

There are 3 big barriers in our mindsets which prevent us from grasping God’s 
holiness.  

 The mistaken idea that God is a ‘friend’; we treat Him in a ‘chummy’ way.  
(Familiarity leads us to carelessness in relationships). 

 Prevailing presumptions Christians entertain about God. 
o God is obligated to keep us from evil; the more we serve Him, the more He is 
 obligated to us. 
o our good intentions will make up for any wrong we have committed.   
     (Yes, we all make mistakes but are our motives pure?) 

o our own wisdom matter more than God; so when God executes His judgement, 
 we evaluate His actions whether He is justified to do so. Is He overcharging us? 

 We follow man’s idea to get near God; like using music as a means to facilitate an 
encounter with God.  In this practice, music becomes a means of mediation 
between God and man.  But this idea is closer to ecstatic pagan practices than to 
Christian worship. There is simply no evidence whatsoever in scripture that music 
mediates a direct encounter with God.   
 

1. Background to understanding how to worship God 
a) God has devoted an entire book (Leviticus) to show us exactly how He is to be 

treated in worship.  In it, He has given in picture form (the Tabernacle) regarding the 
protocol to be followed. 
The Tabernacle:- 
o the curtains which speak of Jesus 
o the brazen altar where sacrifice for sin must be offered 
o the laver of water for washing represents cleansing by His Word  
o the Holy place where the altar on which incense is offered  
o another set of curtains or veil behind which is the Holiest place where the Ark of  
  God is placed. 
 (we see the significance of this in Mark 15:37-38. The moment Jesus died on the cross, the curtain 
 in the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.  Also see Hebrews 10:19-23) 

 

b) What is the Ark? (Covenant of the Testimony) Exodus 37:1-9 

 a box measuring 1 meter length x 65cm wide x 65cm  
o complete with rings on both sides for poles to be put through for carrying 
o overlaid with a layer of pure gold 
o with a cover called the mercy seat with 2 cherubins on each end of the cover. 

 The contents 
o The two slabs of the 10 Commandments, 
o The Mercy Seat was where God would dwell Exodus 25:22 
o The Manna symbolised God’s constant provision for His people 
o Aaron’s rod, though dead, grew buds, to symbolise God’s approval for Aaron as 
  High Priest. 

 

 

 

FINAL 



 The Ark was a visible representation of God’s tangible presence among His people 
and was God’s throne on earth. 

 
c) The protocol for approaching this Holy God 
o The protocol was given as commandments that must be strictly followed to  avoid 

 death.  No procedure for worship was left to imagination.  God spelt out every 
 detail from dress code to process and every priest was instructed about following 
 the rules. 
o Those who come before God must treat Him with the highest respect, as holy.  
 He must be honoured above all. He alone is God. He makes no mistakes and 
 owes no one any apologies. 
 

d) The Ark is a fitting type of Christ since the fullness of God dwells in Him  
 Colossians 1:19, 2:9. 
 
2. How we approach God in worship matters to Him 

 a) The sin of Nadab and Abihu (They each took (snatched) a censer and put fire in it) 

 Moses had just started instructing the priests on the procedure to be followed.  
God had clearly warned you shall offer no strange incense on it... Exodus 30:9 KJV. 

 The brothers did not wait for Moses’ instructions; they did their own thing their way 
without regard for God’s way. When it comes to worship, God only accepts His way. 
o What’s wrong with putting fire their way? It was not God’s way; God Himself 
 fired up the coals of the burnt offering.  It was a sacred fire. 

     (When it comes to worship we must check God’s written Word and consult Him by prayer. We are 
         bound to get it wrong without the Word). 

 
b) They offered profane (unauthorised) fire 

 They were not authorised to offer incense Leviticus 16 
i) They had made their own fire, not the one God kindled. 
ii) Only the High Priest was authorized to offer incense.  
 With preparation, washing and sacrifices following the order specified. 
o only on a specific day, not any time 
o only at the specific place (in the holiest) 
o only in a specific way, over the mercy seat 

 The incense was holy to the Lord as the fire was sacred, kindled by the Lord 
Himself.  

-  its formula must not be used anywhere else. 
 

c) God considers our motives 
i) Today we tend to worship God for our benefit, to feel good and to be entertained,   
 - songs that focus on man rather than God with no idea what is sacred and what is 

profane. We do not honour the appointed time to worship God corporately.  
(For our Sunday worship, do we wake up late, dress sloppily and come unprepared in heart?) 

 
ii) God’s warning ...I must be regarded as holy... 

 ...By those who come near Me I must be regarded as holy, and before all the people I must be 
 glorified...Leviticus 10:3 NKJV 

 worship is not for honouring ourselves.   
We can come to God as we are but not as we please. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3. What is God’s holiness? 

 It means God has set Himself apart from sin, to that which is sacred. 
o When we live in holiness we set ourselves apart from the world for devotion to 
 God alone. Separation from sin is mandatory. That was why He gave the 10 
 commandments. 

 It means that God must be glorified. We the worshippers must seek to glorify Him  
(not ourselves and not to satisfy our curiosity). 

 

Application 

Our lack of discernment and biblical illiteracy have set us up to dishonour God by 
offering ‘unauthorised fire’ in worship. 

 How does my current lax (lenient, loose, slack) attitude of worship reflect ‘unauthorized 
 fire’? 

 What would a God-accepting worship look like in my life? 
 


