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Date  : 6 June 2021 

Theme : What is a disciple? 
Topic : The disciple’s obedience to the Word of God  

Passage : James 1:19-27 

Key verse : “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.”  
  James 1:22 (NKJV) 

 

INTRODUCTION 

We have covered in the past weeks that a disciple is a learner and apprentice under 
his master and so a disciple of Jesus learns from Jesus and he is also called to be a 
witness of the Lord. Jesus has all authority as the Son of God and He gives His 
disciples who are His representatives the authority to Preach Heal and Drive out 
demons. A true disciple makes Christ pre-eminent in his life, meaning Jesus is Lord 
in his life… and in whose Name there is salvation and power over sin for him to live 
victoriously and abundantly. 

Today we look at why obedience to the Word of God is so important for the disciple 
of the Lord Jesus. 
 

1. The Command to be doers of the Word 

“But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.”  James 1:22 

(NKJV) 

It is a command to obey the Word of God 

 Be doers and not hearers only is a command  

- Obedience is proof of genuine faith, a product of faith in the Word 

 

(i) Positive Imperative: “Be doers of the word.” 

 

- The doer of God’s word is the one who embraces the word of God in the heart 

and testifies by his life his genuine belief 

 

 Command comes with benefits: 

 

- Saves the souls 

“ …receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.” 

 James 1:21 

 

- Comes with a blessing 

“… a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.”  James 1:25 

 

- Gives wisdom 

In the parable of the wise and foolish builder, Jesus said: “Therefore whoever 

hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his 
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house on the rock:  Matthew 7:24 

 

- It is the sure foundation 

- that will withstand the tests of time and eternity Matthew 6:47-48 

 

 Obedience to Christ is not optional because it is the very foundation of 

the Christian life 

 

(ii)  Negative Imperative: “And not hearers only.”  

- This imperative is not on minimizing the importance of hearing. There can be 

no doing without hearing. In fact, the doers of the Word are the best hearers. 

What it’s meant is not to be hearing “only.” 
 
There are three categories of people: 
 
- Those who do not hear 
- Those who only hear 
- Those who hear and do 

• God wants us to hear in order that we might do. 
 
The Word of God is a command. It is a trumpet. It is an appeal for action 
“He who believes the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, 

but the wrath of God abides on him.”  John 3:36 (NASB) 

 

2. Warning: Deception 

The key verse, "But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” 

gives not only the two imperatives but also a warning – not to be deceived 

 Faith without obedience leads to a life of self deception 

- Those who hear but don't do the word are self-deceived 

 

 Deception of the heart (James 1:26) 

- To delight in hearing the word without doing what it says is the worst 

deception! 

 

 How can I tell if I’m a hearer only and not a doer? 

For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his 

natural face in a mirror; for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets 

what kind of man he was.  James 1:23-24 

-  The mirror James is talking about is God’s Word. When we look into 

God’s Word we see ourselves as we really are. 
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3. The Battle 

 The battle we FIGHT 

The passage (James 1:19-27) speaks on some of these, and tells us how to put them 
out of our lives: 

- F ilthiness & Wickedness 
 
Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with 

meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. James 1:21 

 

- I ll-discipline in doing the Word 

For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his 

natural face in a mirror; 
24 

for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets 

what kind of man he was.  James 1:23-24 

- G oes away, forgetting  
24 

for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he 
was. 

25 
But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a 

forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does. 
 James 1:24-25 

 

- H ive off the Word - Lack continuity 

What’s the deception? ..not walking in the faith and thinks he is right with God. 

- This deception is tragic because it means there are people who think they 

are Christians, think they will one day go to heaven, but are deceived.  

- This is what Jesus warns about in Matthew 7:21, “Not everyone who says to me, 

‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my 

Father who is in heaven.”  

- but Jesus casts them out, saying, “I never knew you; depart from me, you 

workers of lawlessness”  Matthew 7:23 

But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a 
forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.
 James 1:25 

- T ongue constraint 

If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but 

deceives his own heart, this one’s religion is useless. James 1:26  

APPLICATION 

 Declare: “I want to be a doer of God’s Word and not just a hearer only. 

 

 Pray: “Thank You, Father, for Your Word of Truth. I want to live a godly life 

and live in humility of heart to obey Your Words. Help me to look in the mirror 

of Your Word and let its truth search out areas in me that need to be rooted 

out. Help me to reflect the love of Jesus in my life. I ask this in Jesus’ Name, 

Amen.” 


