
Date   : 23 May 2021    

Theme : What is a disciple? 

Topic   : A disciple makes Christ pre-eminent in his life. 

Passage : Colossians 1:15-20 

Key Verse : Colossians 1:18 NKJV “… that in all things He may have the pre-eminence.” 

 

Introduction 

 

Colossians 1:15-18 passage states that God has exalted Christ as the preeminent One, over 
the entire world in four ways. He is the Revelation of God (...image of the invisible God... Colossians 

1:15).  

Supreme over all of creation (...the firstborn over all creation... Colossians 1:15-17), the Head of the 
Church and Firstborn from the dead. Colossians 1:18 
 

Pre-eminence = Gk prōteuō. To be first. To hold first place.  
 

 

1. Why is Christ worthy to be First in our lives? Colossians 1:15-20 

 

a) He is before all things. The Eternal Sovereign Creator and Owner. v15,17 

 We are created by Him. He is our cause. We are fearfully and wonderfully made. v16 

 We are created through Him in His image. Having love, wisdom, creativity, authority. v16 

 We are created for Him. Our purpose and fulfilment is in Him since creation. v16 

 We can live today because He holds all things together and sustains all things. v17 

 We can enjoy things in life today because He has all fullness and abundance in Him. v19 

 

b) He has earned the right to be First when He rescued us from the kingdom of darkness 

 By His great sacrifice for our sin, we were bought with His blood. v20 

 By His resurrection, we were dead in sin but made alive together with Him. v18 

 

c) He is appointed a Kingdom far above all thrones by the Father v16.  

 Jesus Himself announced to His disciples about His appointment 
… “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.” Matthew 28:18  

 Jesus’ mandate expresses this unique relationship with His disciples.  
We are united with Him at every stage of His purpose, because we are in Christ.  
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations ... and lo, I am with you always” Matthew 28:19-20 
 

 

  



 

2 What does a Christ pre-eminent disciple look like? 
 

a) 1 Corinthians 2:14 – 3:3 tells us about the 3 types of man. Which one are you? 

 
 

 Natural Man 
 

Carnal Man Spiritual man 

Scripture 1 Corinthians 2:14 1 Corinthians 3:1-3 1 Corinthians 2:15-16 
 

Where is 
Christ? 

Not received Christ 
Christ is outside his life 

Received Christ 
Christ is only a part of his life 

Received Christ 
Christ is First in all his life 
 

Throne of 
his heart 

Self-Directed 
Lives for himself 
 

Self-Directed 
Lives for himself 
 

Christ-Directed 
Lives for Christ 
 

Word of 
God 

Rejects spiritual things and 
sees them as foolishness 

Receives spiritual milk 
(spoon-fed) 
Spiritual babe for too long 
 

Receives spiritual food  
(self-fed) 
Spiritual young man / father 
 

Mind Worldly/Carnal minded 
Wisdom of man 
 

Worldly/Carnal minded 
Wisdom of man 
 

Mind of Christ 
Wisdom of God 

Life Life without Christ Inconsistent life in Christ. 
Yields to old fleshly emotions 
e.g. envy, strife, divisions 
 

Victorious and abundant life in 
Christ. John 10:10 
Filled and led by the Holy Spirit 

 

b) The Disciple’s attitudes towards Christ are determined by the value he sees in Jesus.  
  Apostle Paul is willing to suffer L.O.S.S of all things, that he may gain Christ. Philippians 3:8 

 
Carnal Man is a Self-centred Person 

Motivated only when there are personal benefits. 
A desire to please himself. 

Spiritual Man is a Christ-centred Person 

Motivated by the knowledge of the pre-eminence of Christ, 
A desire to please Jesus.  

 Loves Jesus only when things are going well. 

 Obeys partially or when it is easy 

 Seeks only what is easy, interesting and fun 

 Serves minimally or when it is convenient 
 
 

 Loves Jesus with action 
o e.g. feed my sheep. John 21:15 
o e.g. keeps Jesus’ commands. John 14:21 

 Obeys fully even when it is hard.  
o e.g. love your enemy. Matthew 5:44 

 Seeks to know Jesus more 
o e.g. Paul. Philippians 3:10 

 Serves Jesus at own expense 
o e.g. woman anointed Jesus with very costly fragrant 

oil. Matthew 26:7 
 

 

  



 
 

c) When we do not think that the life Jesus wants us to live for Him is good enough, we fall into 
 the same temptation to marginalise Christ the way the early Colossians did, due to lies 
 circulating in that Christian community. 

 That Christ alone is not enough for our salvation.  
(a group known as Gnostics in the Colossians church said people needed secret knowledge to get to 
heaven apart from Christ). 

  That Christ was an angel from God and that all angels were to be worshipped.  
  Colossians 2:18. (the truth is that Jesus created both the visible and invisible world which 
  included angels). 

 
 

 

3. What spiritual disciplines help a disciple make Christ pre-eminent in his life? 
 He lives a Christ-centred life (The Wheel), by which Jesus promised to be with him. 
 
a) Word: Meditate on the Word of God daily.  

John 15:10 – “If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love.” 
 
b) Prayer: Take time daily to seek Christ. 

Jeremiah 29:13 – “You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart 
 
c) Fellowship: Gathering in cell group regularly 

Matthew 18:20 – “for where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them” 
 
d) Witnessing: Introduce Christ to others 

Matthew 28:19-20 – “… make disciples of all nations … and lo, I am with you always” 
 

 
 
 
 

Application - How to make Christ pre-eminent in my life? 

 

 Acknowledge  

 My spiritual condition - Am I a spiritual man? A carnal man? Or a natural man? 

 That Christ is indeed pre-eminent over all things and over all my life.  

 

 Be willing to surrender. (Value change) 

 Repent of habitual sins that hinder Christ’s pre-eminence in my life. 

 Surrender my fears and trust my throne to Christ 

 Confess that Jesus is Lord and takes first place in all my life. 

 

 Come to Christ every morning (Habit change) 

 By meditating on His Word. 

 Take time to connect and pray to Him. 

 Commit my day to Him to direct me. 

 

 

 

 


