
Date   : 16 May 2021    

Theme : What is a disciple? 

Topic   : The disciple’s authority 

Passage : Luke 10:16-21, Ephesians 1:18-23 

Key Verse : I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to 

                        overcome all the power of the enemy, nothing will harm you.  Luke 10:19 

 

Introduction 

The current situation regarding authority is that most Christians either do not know they have 
spiritual authority or how to use it.  In fact, this is the most under-utilized resource in the church. 
The common misconception is that spiritual authority belongs only to the few “high powered 
anointed” leaders.  This is the devil’s lie. Today, let us examine God’s word and learn how we 
can exercise it daily. 

 

1. Why has Jesus given His authority to His disciples? 
 Jesus said ...I have given you authority... Luke 10:19 
a) He needs representatives on earth to invest His authority on them 

 Representatives must have authority to do His work so He declares anyone who hears us  
will hear Him; whoever rejects us also rejects Him Luke 10:16 

 The work assigned to disciples are basically  - To preach the gospel 
      - To heal the sick 
      - To drive out demons 
 

b) Because He will not do what He has assigned us to do.   
 (Check the book of Acts, you will see no disciple prayed to God to cast out demons) 

 What is bound on earth is bound in heaven Matthew 18:18 
 

2. What kind of authority has Jesus delegated to us? 
a) The SAME level of authority Jesus has 

 when we invite someone to trust Him, we do so in Jesus’ Name 
...in my Name they will drive out demons... Mark 16:17 
...demons submit to us in Your Name... Luke 10:17 

...whatever you ask in My Name... John 14:13 
 
b) Jesus’ authority is FAR above all principalities and powers Ephesians 1:21 

 Only Jesus’ authority is high above that of Satan, our enemy Luke 10:19 

 When we share Jesus’ position of authority, we are protected from all demonic powers  
(All disciples, even new babes in Christ Luke 10:21, need Jesus’ authority for protection in spiritual 
warfare.  Without this authority no one is safe from Satan’s forces; Satan himself prowls around 
seeking those he can devour). 

 
c) Sufficient to overcome ALL the power of the enemy Luke 10:19 
 

 (This exceeding (surpassing) great power is in Jesus’ Name. Demons recognise this Name.   
 When we resist demons, they will flee; without Jesus’ authority we flee).  

  
3. Who are authorised by Jesus? 
a. Ambassadors must speak for Jesus (when we confess the name of Jesus) 2 Corinthians 5:18, 20 

           
b. Babes who are baptized and belong to the Body of Christ (the Church) Ephesian 2:21,22 

 Those not in the Body of Christ cannot invoke Jesus’ Name as a formula. Acts 19:13-16 
 (the power belongs to Jesus alone, working through those to whom He has given authority over 

 demons). 

 
 
 
 



c. Citizens of Heaven 

 Side with Christ’ Kingdom because a war is on 

 Disciples of Jesus make up the citizen army of God’s Kingdom. 
 
d. Disciple Makers Matthew 28:18,19 

 Delegated authority specifically for DMs  
 
4. How do we exercise this authority? 
a) By word of command (not ask Jesus to do it for us) 
 examples:  
i)  Moses was responsible to command the Red Sea to open (not cry for God Exodus 14:15,16) 
ii) Jesus spoke out against the fruitless fig tree Mark 11: 23, 24 

iii) Disciples in Acts, like Paul, Peter declared ...in JESUS NAME. 
 
b) What is a clear command? 
 ...in Jesus’ Name, I rebuke the spirit of infirmity 

                         I bind the spirit of ... 
                         I break the power of fear  
                            I cast out the spirit of ...... from ......(name) permanently and never to come back 
 (because behind every disease and bondage lies a demonic spirit)           
 
c) Conditions  

 We must be submitted to God and resist the devil. James 4:7 
 example: the Centurion who understood submission (was commended by Jesus)  
 ...I am a man under authority... Luke 7:8 (Submission is a military term regarding ranking) 

 What is to submit to God, resist the devil? 

 Be filled with the Holy Spirit. Acts 1:8 
 

5. Applications 

 Carry out the following exercises by declaring to the demons behind any problem: 

a) If you are unwell  

 I rebuke the spirit of ................ (the ailment) in ................(my body, name) in Jesus’ Name. 

 

b) If you have addictions of any kind: 

 I break the power of my addiction to ................ in Jesus’ Name. 

 

c) If you have no appetite for the Word of God 

 I cast out the spirit of STUPOR ................ in Jesus’ Name. 

 

d) Similarly: for dementia (forgetfulness), fear, anxiety, insomnia ...etc 

 
  
 
  


