
  Date               : 9 May 2021 
Theme           : What is a disciple? 
Topic       : The disciple as a  witnesses  
Key Passage : Acts 4: 5-21 
Key Verse   : As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard Acts 4:20 

 
Introduction 
One of the marks of a disciple is obedient to the Word of Christ to be witness for the Lord.  
The resurrected Christ gave to his disciples this directive that they are to be his witnesses 
throughout the world.  

 
Why must we be witnesses for the Lord? 
 
A witness is someone who sees and experiences something amazing or important, and he begins 
to share what he has seen and experienced. All of us are witnesses for the resurrected Lord Jesus 
because we know the truth, have seen His working and have experienced Him. We can testify that 
He is alive amongst us 

 
1) Jesus commanded us   Acts 1:8 
2) We are ambassadors for Christ (representative), for He has committed to us the message of 

reconciliation    2 Corinthians 5:20 
3) Witnessing is our expressions of loving Jesus, pleasing and fearing Him by doing what is right 

in His eyes      Acts 4:19, 20 
 The apostles went all out despite opposition and threats 
 The apostles chose to fear God over fearing men (in contrary to the Sanhedrin) 

4) Rewards in heaven waiting for those who witness (shine like stars forever)   Daniel 12:3 
                

How to be witness for the Lord? 
 
The apostles Peter and John were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of 
the dead. The captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees were unhappy and arrested them 
and put them in jail for one night. It was the next day that they were out of the prison summoned 
before the Sanhedrin (the high court). 

 
1) How did Peter recognise and seize the opportunity for witnessing 
 

 Peter was not intimated by adverse situation     Acts 4:7 
o Peter (released temporary from jail) was standing on trial with John in the high court. 

The prosecutors were greatly annoyed and all out to get them   
o Peter saw that an unfavourable circumstance could be an opportunity to witness 

 
 Peter was told to be ready to witness to those in authority 

o Jesus reminded him that the Holy Spirit will help him speak 
o Peter remembered Moses who had the same promise 
o Peter was led by the Holy Spirit to know what to say    Acts 4:8 

 
 When questioned regarding who authorised him, Peter used it as a platform to introduce 

Jesus 
 

o Question imposed to him: By what power or what name have you done this? 
 



o His answer has 3 purposes: 
1) Put up a defence by turning an issue from authority to doing good:   Acts 4:9 

 By asking a question if doing a good deed (bring healing to a crippled) as 
an act of kindness was in question 

 
2) Proclaim Christ (in answering the question asked):   Acts 4:10 

 Peter made it a public declaration to all that Jesus was the power and 
name that healed this born crippled 

 He used the crippled man having been healed as evidence of Jesus’ great 
power 
 

3) Presented Jesus as the only means of salvation:    Acts 4:12 
 

2) How did Peter present the message 
 

o The message was Evidence-based   Acts 4:10, 16 
 

o Evidence of work    Acts 4:9 
 Good deeds   

 
o Evidence of power  Acts 4:10, 16 

 Miracles  
 Eyewitnesses by the crowds 
 Evident to all residents of Jerusalem 
 Public knowledge and clearly evident to all in the city 

(Extraordinary miracle - the forty year old man born crippled was completely 
healed in public eyes) 

 
o Evidence of life changes  Acts 4:13 

 Confidence and Boldness in speech 
 Wisdom  
 The opponents saw, realised, took note and even admired with wonder 

the transformation changes in the Apostles because they were 
associated with Jesus 

 
o Evidence of the Word 

 Prophesised in the Old Testament   Acts 4:11; Psalm 118:22 
 

The irrefutable solid evidence lends strong support to the Apostles claims that Jesus 
has resurrected and was alive  
 

o The message was to Explain the gospel 
 

4 Parts of the gospel: 
i) Who is Jesus? 

 Chosen by God to be the Messiah (cornerstone of salvation)   Acts 4:11 
 

  ii) Separation (sin separates men from God) 
 Despised and rejected by men (His own kind)   Acts 4:11 

 
  iii) Death on the cross (Redemption – paid for the price of our sin)  

 Death through crucifixion by the Romans   Acts 4:10 



 
iv) Rose again from the dead  

 Resurrected with clear evidences   Acts 4:10 
 

Restoration (Call to Respond): 
Jesus is the Only way to salvation where men must be saved   Acts 4:12 

 

3) How did the Apostles handle objections  
 

1. Ask Questions     
o Ask questions to expose the flaws in the objection     Acts 4:19 

 Objection 
  The Sanhedrin warned and objected to the apostles to continue preaching  

and teaching about Jesus 
 
 Questions from Apostles 
 ‘Which is the right thing to do in God’s eyes?  
 Listen to you or listen to God?’ 
 The questions expose Sanhedrin’s objection as doing the wrong thing in 

the eyes of God 
 
 Questions that handle objections: 
 Why do you feel that way? 
 How do you come to that conclusion? 

 
2. Get the objectors to judge and conclude for themselves    Acts 4:19 

o Ask them to derive to a logical conclusion for themselves after considering the 
questions 

 

Applications: 
1) How do I recognise and seize opportunity for witnessing in my workplace, neighbourhood, 

circle of friends? 
2) Which area do I need to sharpen my evidence-based gospel presentation? 
3) What is one change I would like to make in handling objections to my gospel presentation? 

 

 


