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Topic   : Dealing with our Excuses 

Passage  : Exodus 3:1 to 4:17 

Key Verse : And God said, “I will be with you – Exodus 4:12 

 

Introduction 

Last Sunday we examined Jesus’ great commission and His assurance to us; He promises that 
He is with us always. In the old testament, Moses was also given a commission. When God 
appeared to Moses at the burning bush, He called him to the task of leading the children of Israel 
out of Egyptian bondage and to bring them up from that land to a good and large land. In response, 
Moses gave excuses as to why he did not think he was the man for the job. 

 

The excuses of Moses, and God's response to them, will serve as the basis for our study. For in a 
similar way, as God's people today, we have received from God the great commission, but too 
often, though, we behave just like Moses, making the very same excuses! 

 

1. I am Insignificant – Who am I? (Exo 3:11) 

 

40 years had passed since Moses had left Egypt, he was an 80 year old man, already past the 
average life span for his generation and this prompted Moses to wonder whether he was the 
right man for the job to speak to Pharaoh.   

 

God's response was quick and should have been adequate. 

 "I will certainly be with you..." - Exo 3:12 
 “And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you….”- Exo 3:12 

o A sign assured Moses of success.  
o Success must be visualized. 
o God’s presence must be visualized. 

 

Some use this same excuse today... that we are insufficient for the task 

 It is true that by ourselves, we are insufficient but God can make us sufficient.  
 Through Jesus, God has provided us the same assurance given to Moses.  

 

 

2. I am Ignorant – What shall I tell them? (Exo 3:13) 

 

Moses knew that should he go to the children of Israel, there were bound to be questions. Such 
as, "Who is this God who sent you to us?" And perhaps, "Why are we to leave this country we 
have come to consider our home for over 400 years?" Moses expressed inadequacy in knowing 
what to say.  

 

Again, God's response was quick. 

 "Thus you shall say..." - Exo 3:14-15 

https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Exod%203.12
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Exod%203.14-15


Again, a similar excuse is sometimes given today... "I don't know enough yet." 

 We try to excuse ourselves by saying that our knowledge is inadequate but God has 
promised us that He will tell us what to say. 

 What Knowledge do you lack ? What shall I learn to better equip to share the gospel?  
 How much does one need to know? Most conversions in the book of Acts resulted after just 

one lesson; how many lessons or sermons have you heard?  

 

3. I am Incapable – What if they will not believe me? (Exo 4:1) 

 

Now that Moses knew what to say, he feared at the idea that the people would not listen. Was 
he afraid of failing? Had he already forgotten that God would be with him?  

 

God responded by giving him with several convincing proofs which symbolize authority : 

 The ROD, which turns into a serpent - Exo 4:2-5 
 His OWN HAND, which turns into leprosy - Exo 4:6-8 
 The WATER, which will turn to blood when dropped on the dry ground - Exo 4:9 

 

Some of us hesitate to share the gospel for the same reason... "I am afraid of what others might 
think." 

 The fear of failure keeps them from trying. 
 We need to keep in mind what Jesus taught. The Lord must come first. He has made it clear 

that we must be more concerned about what He thinks than what others may think. 
 But just as God gave Moses convincing proofs, so He has given us the necessary evidence 

to convince others.  
o The Gospel – it is the power of God for salvation.  
o Evidence concerning the resurrection of Christ, fulfilled prophecy. 

With such aids, we cannot justify our inactivity in sharing the gospel with others! 

 

4. I am Incompetent – I am slow of speech and slow of tongue (Exo 4:10) 

 

Moses claims that he is not an eloquent speaker but God is not moved by this objection.  

 

God already knows the inability of those He calls. God is able to make up for anyone's 
shortcomings. He had even arranged for Aaron to be Moses' mouthpiece. 

 “Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say.’”- Exodus 4:12 

 

Some Christians try to use this excuse as well...”that I am not an eloquent speaker” 

 God will help you with the words to say. 
 God will teach you how to inspire people. 
 At the very least, we can invite others who can speak by arranging meeting for our friends. 

(as did Cornelius Acts 10:24,33) 
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5. I am Irrelevant– Please send...whomever else you may send (Exo 4:13) 

 

God's impatience with Moses becomes evident. His anger was kindled against Moses. 

 

It’s the same is true with us today! "I will later...but not now.  Let me wait awhile." 

 Procrastination is one of satan's greatest weapons. 
 But the anger of the Lord is kindled against those who do not live up to their calling! If we 

have been making excuses, we need to repent! 

 

Application : 

 

With Moses, we know the rest of the story… 

 He answered the call and went to Egypt. 
 With the help of God, he delivered the children of Israel out of Egyptian bondage. 

 

But what about us?  What will be the rest of our story? 

 Shall we heed the call to preach the gospel to the lost? 

 What are some of the excuses we make for not doing something that we know we should be 
doing? 

 How can you exhibit more faith when God is calling you to do something?  
 This week, ask God for faith and the ability to trust him more. 

 

 

 


