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Date  : 11 April 2021       

Theme : Jesus is Risen! 
Topic : Cast the net on the right side    

Passage : John 21:1-14 

Key verse   : And He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, 
and you will find some.” So they cast and now they were not able 
to draw it in because of the multitude of fish.  John 21:6 (NKJV) 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Last Sunday we celebrated the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus with an onsite service 
at the Singapore Expo. Yes, “Rejoice..Jesus is Risen!”. After His resurrection, Jesus 
appeared to a multitude of witnesses over a period of 40 days right up to His 
ascension.  

In the sermon today, we examine the third appearance of the risen Saviour to His 
disciples by the Sea of Galilee as recorded in John 21:1-14, and see what 
significance there is for us today. 
 

1. Significance of the miraculous catch 
 

a. Grasp Jesus’ resurrected glory first  

- Jesus revealed Himself... John 21:1 (appeared NIV, manifested NASB; 
meaning a break-through in knowing and understanding Jesus in a new way) 
 

 Jesus’ disciples not only had to be convinced of the truth of the resurrection 
but to keep on obeying His instructions 
 

 Our Lord Jesus knew how to strike a balance between the need to instruct His 
disciples and strengthen their faith in the resurrection as well as grasp His 
risen glory.  
 

 Jesus’ appearance to His disciples were not all written down, but what had 
been written must be the basis of obedience to His commands. 
- Thus the experience of the miraculous catch not only blessed the disciples 
with a boat filled with fish, but it also restored their faith in His commands. 
 

b. Serve with Jesus’ presence 
 Jesus revealed His presence and power in directing the work of His disciples. 

 
i) The disciples headed out into the dark to go fishing, but a night of futile fishing 

leaves empty nets and empty hearts. 
 

    Before Jesus’ instructions 
- they were directionless, futile trip - caught nothing, unaware of Jesus’ 

presence 
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After acting on Jesus’ instructions 
 

- their eyes were opened, saw the hand of God at work, restored their on-
going relationship with their Master 

 

 The disciples were instructed to cast their net right side John 21:5. 
- signifies team-based preaching of the gospel 
- assured of finding fish when they obey His commands 
 

 The miraculous catch was so large that the disciples were unable to haul the 
net John 21:6.  
- shows that Jesus’ command, when followed, brings great success  

 

ii) The miraculous catch underscores the commission given to the disciples to 
work together 
 

 Peter’s denial had occurred in the midst of strangers (fire, fear, foes) 

The Lord Jesus provided restoration in the pleasant light of dawn 
- there’s a victorious catch, and a campfire surrounded by friends (fire, food, 
friends)  

- Peter’s restoration by the Lord empowered him to return to service. 

 

c. Obedience first, then enjoy the fruit 

- success came upon obedience to His command 
- secret of success was to act with implicit obedience to His Word 
  

 Jesus’ breakfast invitation to His disciples ...come and dine (John 21:12 KJV) 
- His standing invitation to all His people.  
- Fellowship with Him is necessary in order to serve Him effectively 
...without Me, you can do nothing... John 15:5 
- One day He will have us dine with Him at that glorious banquet. 

 
2.  What lessons can we learn from the miraculous catch? 

“Cast the net on the right side…” John 21:6 

 

 CAST the net based on His instructions; not deterred by past failures 
-     without Jesus in the boat our efforts will be futile 
-     cast the net on His instruction 
 

 A ppearance of the Lord in Galilee  John 21:1 
-     Jesus had an appointment with them  Matthew 28:7 
- Jesus came to help re-focus their calling 

Christ appeared when the disciples went back to their old life.  
-  Jesus met them and brought them back to their high calling, “to be fishers 

of men.” 
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 S uccess comes from doing as He commands 
 
-  the command: “Cast the net on the right side …” (John 21:6). They obeyed and 

reaped a miraculous catch.  
-  Find where God is already at work and join in; you will find that the harvest 

is much greater. 
 
 

 The NET speaks of team work, not just individual line fishing 
 
- Net fishing demands learning to accept each other, love one another, 

deferring to one another for the sake of gospel.  It involves submitting to 
the leader and cooperating for Jesus’ sake. 
 

 
3. How do we align as a church in net fishing 

 BC’s shared values (acronym: VCDs ARE GREAT) display the essence of our 
response in following Jesus in mobilisation for evangelism 
 

 How to cast the net on the right side in our outreach as a church. 
- move of the Holy Spirit 
- run in unity with the body 
- submission to the authority of the leader 
 

 Be part of the Happiness Group (HG) team in your Net 
 
A Testimony: When I align with the church to cast the net, I can expect the big 
catch 

- expect a positive outcome when running with your team in the HG 
- it’s God who will give the increase according to His grace.  
- our part is to share His love for others to experience true happiness 

- the Power of the Gospel will be revealed in His way 
- the Holy Spirit will show up to work with us  Acts 5:32 
- we persevere by the grace of God 
- expect miracles to happen  Mark 16:20 
 

- the HG is a platform to share God’s love 
 

- There’s power in Happiness Group 
- building relationship in small group leads to stronger bond. Establish affinity 
in networking 
- by serving as a team, we learn to support each other and learn from each 
other and raise disciples 
- establishing a culture of love 
- HG is a place to share love and receive God’s love 
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Application 
 

This quarter, our church, through the various Nets, are launching around 20 
Happiness Groups (HGs).  

 You can participate in the HG outreach platform by inviting your friends to be 
BESTs and contribute to the success of the team.  
 

a) By faith I will pray daily for the following to become my BESTs:  
Someone who is: 

 

 My friend _______________________________ 
 

 My neighbour ____________________________ 
  

 My relative ______________________________ 
 

 My ex-schoolmate ________________________ 

b) My Net leader is ______________________________ 

 I will invite the following to my Net’s HG 
__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 
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BC Values 

1) I am caught by the Vision (to be fruitful)   2 Corinthians 4:7 
 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and 

not from us. 
2) I am committed to Cell Life   Acts 2:42   
 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and to prayer. 
3) I am a Disciple (& I make Disciples) 

 Luke 9:23   Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself 
and take up his cross daily and follow me.  
John 15:8   This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my 
disciples. 

4) I am passionate about Spiritual disciplines 

 1 Timothy 4:8   For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, 
holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.       

 Isaiah 55:8, 9   8“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” 
declares the LORD. 9 As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

5) I am submitted to spiritual Authority   1 Peter 5:5-6 
 5 Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe 

yourselves with humility toward one another, because, “God opposes the proud but gives grace 
to the humble.”  6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you 
up in due time.  

6) I value life-long Relationships 
 Ruth 1:16   But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you 

go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. 
 Mark 3:14   He appointed twelve—designating them apostles—that they might be with him and 

that he might send them out to preach 
7) I must be Equipped for battle   Ephesians 6:11 

Put on the whole armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 
8) I will raise up the next Generation 

Isaiah 58:12 (KJV)   And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt 
raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the 
breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in. 
2 Timothy 2:2   And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses 
entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others. 

9) I will Reproduce leaders of 12    

Mark 3:14,15   He appointed twelve — that they might be with him and that he might send 
them out to preach and to have authority to drive out demons. 

  

 Luke 12:42, 43    42 The Lord answered, “Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the 
master puts in charge of his servants to give them their food allowance at the proper time? 43 It 
will be good for that servant whom the master finds doing so when he returns. 

 

10) I will Extend the witness of my church    

Isaiah 54:2   Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains wide, do not hold back; 
lengthen your cords, strengthen your stakes. 
Luke 12:34   For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 

11) I will ACCOMPLISH my church goals    
Philippians 3:14   I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus. 
Colossians 1:28   28 We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so 
that we may present everyone perfect in Christ.  

12) I will invest TIME for the Great Commission    
Acts 20:24   However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and 
complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the gospel of God’s 
grace. 


