
Date               : 21 March 2021 
Theme           : The Cost of Following Jesus 
Topic       : The Value of the Gospel 
Key Passage : Mark 10:17-31 
Key Verse   :Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said.           

“Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me” Mark 10:21 

 
Introduction 
Two Sundays ago, we asked ourselves ‘what is Jesus’ worth to you’? We learned of a woman who 
expressed her value of Jesus by giving her most expensive gift. Last week we learned that Jesus 
loved us so much that he went all the way to suffer and died for us on the cross.  
 
Now that we are saved by Jesus, what sort of life are we to live? Who should determine my 
decision? How do I respond to Jesus who pay such high price for my sin on the cross? 
We can learn from the encounter between the rich young man and Jesus. 

 
1) Why did the rich young man come to Jesus to ask for eternal life?  

 He was a high-flyer with high net worth 
o A ruler, young, well educated, very wealthy, successful, high status, religious  
o Hungry for eternal things (ran up to Jesus), humble (kneeled before Jesus) 
o Had all the good qualities that everyone admired and valued 

 
 No confidence in his religious practise to be saved (felt something missing in his life) 

 
 Valued eternal life and recognised Jesus as God 

 
2) Why did Jesus give the rich young man such a difficult challenge?   
      – sell and give away everything 
 

 Jesus looked at him and loved him (why put him on the spot?) 
 

 Giving him a great challenge is to give him a great opportunity 
o Jesus did not want him to miss out a big opportunity for great rewards  
o The young man cared only about being saved but Jesus cared about offering him big 

heavenly rewards  
 

 Helped him see the shortcoming of his value system in his belief 
o Put him in a priority dilemma (inner struggle) to surface the real issue:  

 Does he really value eternal life – ‘Presence of God’ or ‘Possession’? 
 He had a good religious belief that does not follow Jesus 
 He was unaware that he had disobeyed first and second commandment   

 
o Jesus offered him a complete solution that came with great treasures in heaven  

 
 
 
 
 



3)   Why must we walk a life of commitment to follow Jesus? 
 

 The infinite value of following Jesus 
o Following Jesus will have eternal treasures awaiting us 

 
 Apostle Paul who knew the secret things of God said: 

 
 ‘…. but now I consider them worthless because of what Christ has done. Yes, 
everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value of knowing    
Christ Jesus my Lord.’      

 
‘to live is Christ, to die is gain’ 

 
 Jesus bound Himself with the gospel as inseparable 

o Loving and following the Lord means sharing the gospel 

 
Applications: 

1) What is the young man’s problem?  
2) His god is his wealth, status, morality. Why is this a violation of Matthew 6:33? 
3) Why is the self-preservation untenable in the light of eternity? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


