
Date  :  21 February 2021         

Theme :  The Last Days - The Judgements to come: Part IV 

Topic  :  The BEMA Judgement  

Passage :  Matthew 25:14-30 

Key verse :  His master replied: ’Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been  
     faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things.  Come  
     and share your master’s happiness!’ Matthew 25:23 
 

The Tribulation Events 

1.   The Last Days (Review: Timeline of the Lord’s coming) Order of Events 
  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Introduction 

There are two Judgements recorded in the Word of God: one is the BEMA Judgement, also known 
as the Judgement Seat of Christ; the other is the Judgement of the Great White Throne. Today’s 
topic is focused on the BEMA Judgement. 
 

Every one on earth will face one or the other Judgement. The Judgement of the Great White 
throne is for those whose names are not found in the Book of life; anyone not recorded in the Book 
of life was cast into the lake of fire, the second death. Revelation 20:11-14.  (There is no intermediate step, 

called purgatory, for the dead).   
 

Jesus will be the Judge of both Judgements. John 5:27  
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1. The BEMA Judgement (=The Judgement Seat of Christ) 

For we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him 
for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 2 Corinthians 5:10.  

 This first Judgement is for Jesus’ disciples (for judgement must begin with the household of faith).   

(Happy are those who make it to this Judgement for they will avoid the 2nd Judgement; it is important to 
assess yourself whether you qualify for this Judgement). 

a) Why is it called the BEMA Judgement? 

 Bema is a raised platform, used as a podium in ancient Athens.  The Greek word Bema 
 (Judgement seat) is where the Olympic judges give out prizes.  If we have disciplined ourselves 
 to obey the rules, we shall receive a prize.  It is for commendation not condemnation! Romans 8:1 

b) Is it public or private? 

 It is a public event; a raised platform for all to see.  It means that before God of all creation, we 
will be made known before all.  

 It is also a very personal event; each one, individually, will receive from Jesus, the Judge. 

i) Who will not be there? 

 ...Not everyone who says to Jesus, “Lord. Lord...” but only he who does the Father’s will... Matthew 7:22 

 ...Not disciples who walked away... John 6:66 

ii) Who will be at the BEMA Judgement of Christ? 

 Abiders who abide in Jesus’ Word ... then you are really My disciples... John 8:31 

 (disciples who have never stopped remaining in relationship with Jesus) 

 Lovers who obey Jesus’ command to love one another 

...by this all men will know that you are My disciples... John 13:34,35 

 Glorifiers who give God glory by their fruit-bearing ...showing yourselves to be My disciples John 15:8 

(Disciples bear 3 types of fruit: fruit of the Holy Spirit Galatians 5:22,23, fruit of making Christ’s disciples John 

15:16 and fruit of good works that glorify the Father Matthew 5:16) 

 Christlikeness of disciples who exhibit the characteristics of God’s Kingdom in Matthew 5,6,7 

 - meekness 

 - hunger for righteousness 

 - peace-makers etc, etc  

c) When will it take place and where? (see diagram above) 

 The BEMA seat of Christ occurs at the time immediately following the Rapture of the church.  
The place of the BEMA seat of Christ is somewhere in the sphere of the heavenlies. 

d) What do we have to account for? 

 What we have done in our lives? 

 The good things done faithfully for Jesus 

 The bad does not mean evil but that which is worthless / unacceptable to Christ; things that do 
not count for eternity 

e) What will be openly displayed? 

 While on earth, we can hide behind the façade of our actions, but at the BEMA Judgement all 
will be openly displayed for what our true motives and reasons have been.  

 Only what have been done for Christ counts. 

f)  What are the results of Christ’s BEMA Judgement? 

Reward received or reward lost 

i) What is the Fire Test? 1 Corinthians 3:13-15 

 If a disciple’s works do not endure but consumed in the fire, he shall suffer lost. 

ii) We can lose all our inheritance through unbelief and neglect (Some Christians foolishly declare,  

 “I do not need the inheritance.” They do not believe that God’s inheritance is so wonderful that Paul 
 says mankind cannot imagine what good things God has prepared for those who love Him. 

 1 Corinthians 2:9)  

 



 

g) Does it mean the loss of salvation? 

No! It is the loss of rewards.  The stress is on a man’s relationship to Christ reflected by his 
service to Christ. 

 

2. The BEMA Judgement illustrated (Jesus’ Parable of the Talents Matthew 25:14-30) 

a) Time ...After a long time... Matthew 25:14-30   

 How long a time we do not know; however, we do know it is approaching rapidly 

 The Lord of those servants will surely return to settle accounts with them 

 The time of the Master’s absence seems long but the time we have to fulfil the Master’s service 
is short. We must finish our assigned duties before He returns because it will be too sudden for 
those not ready. (It is not how much time we have, it is what we do with our time that matters) 

  b) Resources (The Master gives each servant according to their ability Matthew 25:15) 

 Include all our capacity, mental strength, abilities, privileges at birth and in our growing years, 
plus gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

 One talent (financial) is equivalent to 16 years of wages (6000 denari) 

(It is not how much or how little we have; it is what we do with it that matters). 

c) Performance expected 

 Faithful in a FEW things (the few things that Jesus had commanded Matthew 25:21, 23)   

 Fulfil our duties as a bond slave (servant) of Jesus; what is a servant expected to do / be? 

(Services rendered at great cost will result in great rewards) 

 Finish well. Well done! How well we have done (like our enthusiasm, endurance, love) in times of 
persecution / hardships. Like running a race, the entire race must be completed, the finishing 
line must be touched; no prize for those who give up half-way. Finish well so as to get the  

Well done commendation. 

d) What are we to be accountable for? 

 Have we squandered our precious resources or expended them for eternal gain? 

 Do we expect rewards for what have been used on ourselves? 

(the portion for personal use has also been provided by our heavenly Father). 

 

3. Application 

 Read God’s Word (to verify what really counts at the Bema Judgement) 

 Rehearse giving your account (to Jesus at the Judgement), using S.O.S may help: 

a) Seek first God’s Kingdom (how you surrender to the Holy Spirit)  

b) Obedience (to Jesus’ commands, like baptism and teaching others to obey Jesus) 

c) Stewardship that glorifies Jesus (like how you serve people in your work in the market place?) 

  

 


