
Date   : 20 December 2020 

Theme : The Glory of Christmas 

Topic   : A Christmas Hope 

Passage : Matthew 1:18-25 

Key verse : The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call Him 

Immanuel” (which means “God with us”) – Matthew 1:23 

Introduction 

It has been a tough year. A global pandemic, economic recession, mass 

unemployment that have affected billions. Hopelessness is all over the news nowadays –  

“COVID is spreading fast in Europe with second wave”, “Singapore’s overall unemployment 

rate climbs past 2009 global financial crisis”, “More in Singapore seek help for mental 

health issues amid Covid-19 pandemic”. If there is ever a year that we need the hope, this 

is it.  

Christmas is about miracles. Christmas is about hope and peace and love. However, 

the first Christmas was not exactly a merry occasion, in fact it was quite a moment of 

despair and disappointment for two young people. In a desolate village under the 

oppressive rule of King Herod, who had a reputation for being a cruel and bloody king, 

there was Joseph who found out that his fiancé was pregnant before their wedding day. 

Knowing that the baby was not his and believing that Mary had been unfaithful, Joseph 

must have experienced the greatest despair in his life. Mary, on the other hand, realized 

that her pregnancy will soon become public knowledge. According to God’s Law in Israel, a 

woman who is engaged to a man but has sexual relations with another man is to be stoned 

to death. Imagine how distressing the situation was for her! 

It was in such a tyrannical regime (and definitely not a very hopeful situation) that an 

angel was sent to announce to the world – the greatest hope. Such hope that the world was 

ever given came through the seeming greatest disappointment of an individual, Joseph. 

The angel’s announcement was that Jesus Christ would bring hope in ways the world did 

not expect. 

 

1. Why we need Hope? 

Today, more and more people are finding themselves alone and depressed, and few of 

us have not at one time, or another felt the sting of despondency and despair. 

 

a) Struggles of life leads to pain and hurt 

o Broken marriage 

o Loss of loved ones 

o Financial instability 

 



b) The challenging year 

o Sickness 

o Isolation 

o Unemployment/Retrenchment 

 

2. How does the coming of Jesus give us Hope? 

 

a) The Predicament (painful process) of personal trials 

Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to 

expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he 

had considered this… – Matthew 1:19, 20(a) 

o Joseph was devasted to hear that his fiancé was pregnant before their 

wedding. Knowing that the baby was not his and believing that Mary had been 

unfaithful, Joseph must have experienced the darkest days of his life. 

o The word “considered” (thought) implies a conflict, a perplexity (his domestic 

prospects darkened, his marital happiness blasted for life; his mind slowly 

thinking of the painful steps, yet planning how to do it in the way least 

offensive). The words of the angel came as the solution to his doubts. What 

was the conflict? Justice on the one hand, what was due to himself, and on 

the other hand, what was done to Mary’s character. He was deliberating and 

in danger of innocently doing wrong, the angel came and guided him to do it 

God’s way. 

How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin? – Luke 1:24 

o It was hard enough for Mary to understand and how it is possible for her to be 

pregnant, but it was even harder for her to face the society as a pregnant 

woman while she was engaged. 

o Before Joseph was visited by an angel, Mary even needed to convince 

Joseph that she was pregnant with a child through the Holy Spirit. Imagine 

how heart-broken she might be when doubted by Joseph. 

 

b) The Promise (precious promises) of God’s plan verses our plans 

…an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of 

David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. – Matthew 1:20(b) 

o When Joseph’s hopes were dashed, God sent His messenger. An angel 

directed Joseph to receive Mary as pure and virtuous, to take her as his wife, 

and to treat her as such. Joseph was not to fear that she would be unworthy 

to him, or would disgrace him.  

 



 

c) The Peace (personal proclamation) in God’s amazing Power  

From now on all generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done 

great things for me—holy is his name. – Luke 1:49 

o Mary drew strength & hope from the promises of God that she was reminded 

of when she visited Elizabeth. 

o Through a strange and most perplexing personal experience, Mary emerged 

joyful and confident in the peace of God because she acknowledged 3 things 

about God: 

o God is her Saviour Luke 1:47 

...my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour (rejoices = picture of a leaping dance) 

o God is Almighty and is holy Luke 1:49 

God is Almighty in His Creation and in control over all people so as to exhibit 

His divine power in the redemption of the world.  He is set apart (holy) as to 

His sovereign authority and to be held in the highest esteem. 

o God is merciful and compassionate Luke 1:50 

We would not be able to access God because He is holy.  But God’s 

compassion is on our miserable condition.  His mercy flows from His great 

love, not because of anything worthy (or perfect in Mary) or us. 

 

In our times of distress and helplessness God comes to bring us Hope.   

He is merciful and knows our needs.   

Christmas is Christ.   

Immanuel ! God is with us. 

God is for us this Christmas. 

 

 


