
Date  : 6 Dec 2020      

Theme : Back to the basics 
Topic : Does it matter whether Jesus was born of a virgin? 

Key verse   : Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.  

Isaiah 7:14 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

The virgin conception of Jesus Christ means that Jesus was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit in the womb of Mary (without an act of sexual intercourse) in a miraculous event 
that required no human father and involved no male “seed”. 
 
Does it matter whether we accept the virgin birth as truth? The virgin birth is clearly 
recorded in the Bible. People who deny the truth of the virgin birth will have 
difficulties with other foundational truths in the Bible. Fundamentally, if you believe 
that God made the first man out of nothing but by His Word, why would it be difficult 
believing that a child could come into this world without an earthly father? 
 
Jesus’ virgin birth has been attacked by unbelievers as incredulous, and even by 
some theologians who conclude that it makes no difference if the virgin birth really 
happened.  Some view it as a myth.  Satan also attacks the virgin birth through 
counterfeits.  For example, in Greek mythology, the Greek god of wine was born of 
the union of his human mother and the god Zeus. 
 
We need to have a clear understanding of the virgin birth as it is fundamental. Yes… 
the virgin birth is an underlying assumption in everything the Bible says about Jesus. 
When critics voice contradicting views on the divine birth of Jesus, do we have an 
answer for the reason of our faith? 

 

1.   Why must Jesus be born of virgin conception? 

We begin by first looking at the divine birth narratives. The Gospels of Matthew 
and Luke give a comprehensive account of the divine birth narratives.  
 Matthew 1:18-25 & Luke 1:30-31, 34-35 

 

a) Prophecy – a virgin shall conceive 

“Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”  Isaiah 7:14 

 Critics say that the Hebrew word in Isaiah 7:14 almah means a young woman, not 
necessarily a virgin.   
- however, the traditional usage of the word is meant a virgin would conceive. 
- given the ethical standards of the ancient Israelite society, virginity is implied in 
the term almah.  
- about 200 yrs before Jesus was born, Jewish scholars translated and used the 
Greek word parthenos (virgin) in the Septuagint (Greek copy of the ___ ______). 

 The fulfilment of Isaiah 7:14 is a definite sign that God has come … (Immanuel 

means ____ ____ ___), when Jesus was born as recorded in the birth narratives. 

 The virgin conception is implied in God’s salvation plan first mentioned in 
Genesis 3:15 as ________ ____ ______ __________; this was fulfilled when ...the 

virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son... Matthew 1:23 

  



b)   Origin: Pre-existent, divine 

 The virgin birth confirms Jesus’ heavenly origin. If Joseph was his generic father, 
Jesus would be only a human being.  He would have had His beginning in time, 
rather than eternally existing. 

 ...In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God 
 John 1:3 

 Then why did Jesus’ genealogies in Matthew and Luke both end with Joseph? 
(Matthew 1:16; Luke 3:23) 
Joseph as head of the family is recorded as the father of Jesus for genealogical 
purpose.  He gave his name and lineage to Jesus (like an adopted child) and 
became the legal father, though not the generic father.  

- Matthew highlights genealogy of Joseph which gives the actual legal genealogy 
of Jesus through Joseph, according to Jewish custom.  

-  Luke highlights genealogy of Mary’s Davidic ancestry which gives the actual 
biological genealogy of Jesus through Mary.  

 The name Immanuel (Isaiah 7:14) (God with us) indicates the divinity of Jesus 

  Jesus’ origin is d_______ and not the p_________ of man.   

He is ...from everlasting to everlasting (Isaiah 9:7) … whose origin are from old, from 

ancient times (Micah 5:2) ...born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a 
husband’s will, but born of God (John 1:13) 

 

c) Nature: Truly sinless, fully man 

 The virgin conception confirms His sinless humanity 
- given Jesus’ conception through the virgin birth, He was without inherited sin. 

 Why the need for the virgin birth? 
- Every human birth produces another sinner; just as Adam sinned and produced 
a race of sinners. 
- Jesus had to be truly sinless and truly human in order to be our perfect 
substitute and pay our penalty of guilt before an infinite God by His death. 
- Without the virgin birth, there would be no salvation for sinners because Jesus 
Christ would be a sinful human being.   

 

2.   What evidences do we have to prove the critics wrong? 

Critics say that the virgin birth came about centuries after the birth of Christ, that 
it was an add-in later by the Christians to boost the divine status of Jesus. 
 

a. Corroborating circumstances 

The doctrine of the Virgin Birth was actually established in the early church. Luke 
showed that Jesus conception occurred more than 3 months before Joseph took 
Mary as his wife  Luke 1:38-39,56 

 

i) Luke’s gospel 

 Mary’s virginity explicitly mentioned (Greek: parthenos)  Luke 1:27, 34 

 The angel Gabriel tells Mary that the child to be born of her comes by the agency 
of the ______ _______ Luke 1:35 

 

 

 

 

 



ii) Matthew’s gospel 

 The ______ _______ is identified as the means of Mary’s pregnancy before she 
and Joseph were united sexually. Matthew 1:20, 25 

 

b. Critics accusations on the legitimacy of Jesus birth 

i)    Mark’s gospel 

How did the people in Jesus’ hometown react to Jesus after He began His public 
ministry? ...isn’t this Mary’s son... Mark 6:3. The label ‘son of Mary’ was an insult in a 
society that called children by the name of their father, except of course, in the 
case of children, whose paternity was doubted. 

 

ii) John’s gospel John 8:38-48 

- The opponents of Jesus misunderstood Jesus’ origins: they thought they know 
where He came from ...we are not illegitimate children (born out of wedlock) John 8:41 

- The insult and the reference to Jesus as the ‘son of Mary’ and born out of 
wedlock indicated that it was common knowledge in Jesus’ hometown that He 
had been conceived before Mary’s wedding to Joseph and very likely that the 
circumstances of Jesus’ miraculous birth to a virgin caused Him to be labelled as 
an illegitimate child. 
 

 Jesus reply: that He is not of this world (v23). That they did not know him because 
they did not know His Father. Their father is the devil (vs 44), the father of lies 
 

 

c. Critics’ views hinge on the credibility of the Apostles 
 

 The question as to whether this doctrine is credible boils to whether the Apostles 
were speaking the truth... and there’s abundant evidence of their earnestness 
and high character. 
> The ‘virgin conception’ was a part of the early, reliable testimony related to the 
nature of Jesus… not a late invention that first appeared centuries after. 
> The early church fathers (Ignatius 35-117AD; Irenaeus 115-202AD) and 
leaders taught/wrote that Jesus was born of a virgin 

> The Apostle’s Creed: the first widely accepted creed of the Christian Church 
continued the claims of the early church fathers in the “virgin conception”. 

 

3.   Conclusion 
 
The virgin conception is not an isolated doctrine. Like Jesus’ resurrection from 
the dead, it ranks top in the amazing miracles in the Bible.  

  

 The Church father Irenaeus captured it memorably, “if one does not accept the 
(Son of God’s) birth from a virgin, how can he accept His resurrection from the 
dead?” 

   

 

 

 

 



The Word of God plainly teaches that Jesus was born of a virgin. Any doubt is a 
tarnish placed on the: 

 Character of Mary - If Jesus were not born of a virgin, Mary was a harlot and had 
conceived Jesus out of wedlock. 

 Character of Jesus - If Jesus were not born of a virgin, He was a descendant of 
Adam, and in Adam, all die...  1 Corinthians 15:22 

 Word of truth: for if there were no virgin birth, there would be no sinless Christ. 
No sinless Christ ... no atonement ... no forgiveness. no hope of heaven ...  
and we would all die and go to hell. Thank God for the virgin birth.  
 

 Application 

 

1.  With Christmas drawing near, will you celebrate with friends with a view to share 
the truth of the divine birth, and point to the fact that Jesus is the reason for the 
season?   
The virgin birth is indeed a message for today, for this is the day of salvation. 
 

2. The Lord gives a sign for significant things that would take place. His coming in 
the flesh of divine birth has come to past and by His finished work on the Cross 
He redeemed us. Commit (with a verbal declaration) to stand firm in your faith 
and always have an answer for anyone who ask the reason for your faith. 

 


