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Theme : Back to the basics 
Topic : Kingdom secrets in Jesus’ Parables 
Key verse : He replied, “The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven 
has    been given to you, but not to them...  Matthew 13:15 
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Introduction 
The parables of Jesus remains some of the best known stories for adults and children.  Many 
of His parables contain imagery from everyday life, yet they deal with major spiritual truths 
about how to become the fruitful person God has intended us to BE. The two key principles to 
understand the parables are: 
a. Become wise decision makers 
b. Become pace setters.  The more we understand, the more will be revealed to us (conversely, 

the less we have, the less will be revealed). 
 
1. Why are the Parables important? Matthew 13:10-18 

 What are Parables? 

Messages of the Kingdom of heaven; when understood makes us very fruitful 13:11 

 

 Why does Jesus speak in Parables? 

So that those who hunger for spiritual truths will understand (those who ignore will not. 13:10). 

They are secrets that can only be revealed by His Spirit 13:18 
 

 What is Jesus’ purpose?  

To make us people with wisdom so as to maximise success in life. 

  

 Who will benefit? 13:12-15 

Those who hear the message of the Kingdom with their ears will understand the meaning 

with their hearts 13:15 
 

 How do we benefit?  

Our destinies will be change to be: 

- fruitful 

- fit for battle 

- full of potential 

- focussed on treasures (instead of trash) 

- full fledged trainers 

 

2. Parable of the Sower Matthew 13:1-23 

  (Understanding the main factors for the best yield) 

 Who is the sower?..................................................................................................................... 

 

 What are the seeds?................................................................................................................. 

 

 What are the soils?................................................................................................................... 

 

 Why does only one kind of soil yield fruit in abundance? 

H................................................................................................................................................ 

U................................................................................................................................................ 

T................................................................................................................................................ 

 

 

 

 



  Why are the other soils barren? 

 H.......................... heart 

 S............................roots 

 Choked by W......................and W............................ 

 

  What is the common action in all four? 

 H................................ the message 

 

  What do we need to be fruitful? 

 
3. What 3 scenarios of hearing of God’s Word result in shallowness and fruitlessness. 
 Case 1 
 We hear the Word but do not take it to heart 
 The evil one snatches the seeds sown.  When we do not prepare our hearts to hear God’s 
 Word, we give the evil one opportunity to harden our hearts to God’s Word. 
 Result: We do not understand the message and cannot remember what we have heard. 
 
 Case 2 
 We hear the Word with joy but have no depth to withstand persecution 
 The shallow soil does not allow roots to go deep. 
 Result: We continue for a while but fall away when troubles arise. 
 (External causes: scorching sun = persecution, or test of our attitude to offences) 
  

 Example: John the Baptist was tested by imprisonment and execution. What did Jesus say 

 Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of Me. Matthew 14:1-12; Matthew 11:6. 

 Principle: Overcome falling away; buttress our faith by deepening our understanding in 

  God’s Word. 

 

 Case 3 

 We hear the Word, grow a while but allow worries and wealth to choke our growth. 

  The thorny bush competes for sunlight and water so that seed growth is stunted and 

 become fruitless. 

  Result: When wealth increases and worries compete with our allegiance to Christ, we tend 

 to replace righteousness with pleasure and comfort.  Our emotional energy will be 

 sucked away by faithless anxiety and money-love, making us barren in fruit bearing. 

 

4. Why did Jesus reveal how we can become good soil so as to attain our full potential 

in fruitfulness? 

 To understand that His Word when received will yield fruit in due time 

 To persevere in trials and not be derailed by troubles, persecution etc 

 To gain treasures which far outweigh our sacrifices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Application 

a.  What is a HUT Christian? 

 

b. What does understanding His Word mean? 

 To hear the Word with joy 

 Search the Word (like searching for hidden treasure) 

 Understand why and then change my lifestyle 

 

c. Is it a given that Christians will face persecution and trouble on account of the Word? 

 If so what can happen? 

 Fall away from the Kingdom 

 Get offended on account of Jesus 

-  what does the words fall away and offence look like in real life? 

-  what action can be taken to overcome them? 

 

Summary of the 8 parables of the Kingdom in Matthew’s Gospel (Appendix) 

The will of God for Kingdom subjects. 

1. Parable of the Sower (Be fruitful) 

 Meaning:  Your potential to be 100-fold fruitful by choosing to be good soil and overcoming 

the ways of the 3 types of soils. 

 

2. Parable of the Weeds and Parable of the Net (Be fit for the battle) 

 Meaning of the Weeds:  We are the seeds Jesus planted in the (mission) field. Satan also 

plants his seeds (opposition) in the same field.  The battle for souls will be fought. Be fit for 

the battle. 

 Meaning of the Nets: As fishes of men, we must work together for the harvest.  Not 

everyone we introduce to the Kingdom may be genuine believers.  Time will tell.  The 

angels will do the selection. 

 

3. Parables of the Mustard seed and Parable of the leaven. (Be fully developed in your growth) 

 Meaning: The mustard seed is about our growth potential. As a church we may seem 

small at the start, but it will grow very large in due time. 

 The leaven speaks of the sphere of influence subjects of the Kingdom can become a little 

one can influence thousands. 

4. Parable of the Field with Hidden Treasures and Parable of the Pearl of great price 
 (Focus on investments of high value. Be a profitable merchant. Put all your resources into things 
 that counts for eternity).  

 Field with Hidden Treasures  

-  Hidden treasures are not visible. Buy up all the opportunities that yield treasures in heaven. 

 Pearl of great price 

-  instead of collecting good but low value pearls, aim for that which is really valuable. 
 (example eternal life, crown of life, rewards, His honour) 

 

5. Parable of the Houseowner with storeroom of treasures (Be a fully trained teacher) 

 Being fully trained is one who has the wisdom and knowledge of Kingdom secrets which 

lead to success and fruitfulness.  Old treasure are things you have learnt from someone;  

new treasures are knowledge you have acquired recently. 

 

 
 
 


