
Date   : 15 Nov 2020      
Theme : Back to the basics 
Topic : Understanding Jesus as the Servant of God (Mark’s Gospel) 
Key verse : For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
   give His life a ransom for many Mark 10:45 

 
Introduction 
For the past 2 weeks, we have seen how the gospel writers arranged carefully selected 
episodes for Jesus’ life with the intention of proving a point to their readers. These gospels are 
not merely copies, or are they based on one another, as the critics tell us, but they are 
designed by the Holy Spirit to present the different aspects of the Lord Jesus. 
 
Mark’s gospel seems to record the eye-witness account of Peter. He chose stories that 
demonstrated Jesus’ heart for the nations.   
 
A simple division of the Gospel of Mark are: chapters 1 to 10 The Servant’s credentials and 
ministry, chapters 11-16 The Servant’s work of ransom of mankind.  Mark frequently uses the 
word immediately (Greek euthus, used about 41 times in Marks’s gospel).  As a Servant of God, 
Jesus always acted promptly and He was alert to the leading of Holy Spirit. 
 
 
1. How did Jesus serve? 

His works of service were P.H.D : 

  Preached the good news Mark 1:14-17 
  

  Healed 
- Peter’s mother in law Mark 1:31  
- Leper because He was moved with compassion Mark 1:41 
- The paralytic Mark 2:12 

- Man with a withered hand on Sabbath day Mark 3:5 
- Woman who had a flow of blood for 12 years Mark 5:30-35  
- Many who touched Jesus by faith Mark 6:56 

- Deaf and mute man Mark 7:37 

- Blind man at Bethsaida Mark 8:25 
 

  Delivered 
- A man with unclean spirit Mark 1:23 
- A demon-possessed man called Legion Mark 5:13 
- Jairus’s daughter from death to life Mark 5:39-42 
- Daughter of Syrian Phoenician woman of an unclean spirit Mark 7:29 
- Boy of deaf and dumb spirit Mark 9:27  

 

2. What was Jesus’ ultimate act as the Servant of God? 
a. His death on the cross was the ultimate expression of His service on earth. 

 On the Cross, Jesus took the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us.  Jesus became 

the curse and at the same time dissolved the curse Galatians 3:10-13 

b. His redemption brought us the blessing previously promised only to Abraham’s seed. 

c. His justification (we are declared innocent) brought us freedom to be servants of the Lord.   

 

3. Why is it important for Jesus to come as a Servant of God? 

a. To represent God who Himself is a Servant at heart. (Examples: ...your heavenly Father feeds 

them... Matthew 6:26; ...I will help you... Isaiah 41:10).  Jesus came to show this nature of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



b. Jesus’ example of humility and gentleness makes His Servant’s role to be effective as a 

lighthouse to the nation, opening blind eyes, releasing prisoners from dungeons and 

emptying dark prisons Isaiah 42:6-7.  He showed true leadership by giving Himself in selfless 

service to them. 

c. So that we can serve God with dignity as we watch Jesus lived amongst men, yet remained 

distinct from them. We will also live with a mission to call humanity back to their original 

creation purpose to be servants of God.  We will not spend our lives serving false gods, like 

food or riches Proverbs 23:1-5; Proverbs 22:1  

d. So that we will learn how to resolve the tension between what people think of us and what 

God expects of us. Mark 12:14 

 We do care about what others think of Christ because our lives are to display His truth and 

beauty, so we must care what others think of us as representatives of Christ. 

 Yes, Jesus wanted men to trust Him but He did not change who He was in order to win their 

approval; nor can we.  If Jesus tried to please men, He would no longer be a Servant of God. 

 We cannot make the opinion of others the measure of our faithfulness; but is Christ being 

honoured by the way people think of us? 

 

Conclusion 

Why do I say Jesus is true and worthy of my emulation?  

Mark’s goal was for his readers to confront Jesus so that a spiritual formation could occur.  

Rather than say: I know the story of Jesus, Mark wants us to discover Jesus afresh.  Will you 

move into His reality and reshape your life? 

 

a. Amazed by Jesus 

 1:22       Amazed by His teaching 

 1:27 Amazed at the healing 

 5:20           All were amazed (Gerasene demoniac healed) 

 6:2              Amazed at His teaching 

 6:6             Jesus amazed at lack of faith 

 6:51             Disciples amazed at Jesus’ walking on the water 

 7:37             Amazed at curing of deaf man 

 10:24,26      Amazed at Jesus’ words (difficult for rich to enter Kingdom of God) 

 11:18    Amazed at His teaching 
 12:17         
 15:5         Pilate amazed at Jesus’ lack of reply in His own defence 

 15:39        Centurion uttered in astonishment, Truly, this man was the Son of God 

 

 b. Overpowered by Jesus 

  In Gospel of Mark, demonic powers had strange abilities to influence men in very 

 negative ways.  They had power to: 

-  isolate men from one another 

-  drive a man in madness out into the wilderness to live alone 

-  torment men and make them torment themselves...beside himself... Mark 3:21 

-  render him a lawless human being, to be a menace to society and to be 

   against all the social structures of their day. 

  OVER ALL THESE DESTRUCTIVE, HELLISH INFLUENCES, JESUS HAD 

COMPLETE POWER TO RELEASE / RESTORE MAN TO GODLY DIGNITY! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

c. Offended / Rebuked by Jesus 

 A servant’s work affects people.  As He performed His ministry (and went about doing 

 good even), people developed certain attitudes toward Him: 

 Nazareth (His own hometown) 

They were offended by Him, did not like what He said.  Wanted Him to do miracles, but 

He did not do any.  Instead He spoke to them rather sharply and they were offended 

 Herod the King 

Attracted to Jesus but afraid of Him; He wondered: is Jesus John the Baptist rise from the 

dead? 

 Attitude of disciples after feeding 5,000 

Jesus amazed them by walking on the seas Mark 6:51,52 

 Hardening of the heart, hypocritical or critical attitude Mark 7, or acceptance, when we 

say...He has done everything well Mark 7:37 

 Peter rebuked when Jesus told His disciples about His death Mark 8:31-33 
 

Peter’s reaction:  began to rebuke Jesus 

(means spare yourself.  Don’t take on anything you didn’t have to.  Don’t do anything that is not 

necessary for your comfort). Is that not the philosophy of our age? 
 

Jesus reply: Get behind me, Satan 
(means You are not on the side of God, but of men) 
 

Peter’s spare yourself – is the way of men 

Jesus’ give yourself – is the way of God. Mark 8:34-37 

 

 

Verdict 

C S Lewis says, I am trying here to prevent anyone say the really foolish thing that people 

often say about Him: I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept His 

claim to be God ...You must make your choice... Either this Man was, and is, the Son of God, 

or else a madman or something worse.  You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him 

and kill Him as a demon or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God...   
(C S Lewis, Mere Christianity). 

 

 

Application 

 Read Mark’s gospel once through this week (Monday to Friday) and begin to discover 

Jesus afresh. 

 In emulating Jesus’ example, how will you improve your serve? 

 What will it mean to be serving others in our busy world? 

- Be accessible (time for people) 

- Be hospitable (serve people, recognise inconvenience and cost) 

- Meet needs (not for recognition) Mark 10:42-44 

- Serve as one body (cell / net), sharing ideas and resources 

  Be the light and shine for Jesus in your family, school (classmates), marketplace  

  (colleagues) and neighbourhood (neighbours). 


